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This invention relates to hosiery and like gar-
ments especially of the type consisting of fabries
that are knitted from silk, artificial silk, rayon,
nylon, and the like, and which are mostly deli-
cate due to the fact that the fabrics are formed
of yarns of extremely fine denier.

It has been found that in handling hosiery
of this type, they are very susceptible to runs,
snags, tears, and the like, and that much care
must be taken to see that the hosiery or like
garments are not engaged by foreign objects dur-
ing use or when being suspended for dyeing, dry-
ing, or similar purposes.

In full-fashioned hosiery and like garments
of the type herein contemplated, various parts
of the garment are secured together by means
of seams, these seams usually being of the lock
stitch type, although any suitable seam may be
employed. It will be understood that by the use
of the word “seam,” mock seams as used and
applied on cireular knit hosiery are also con-
templated as being within the purview of this
invention.

The present invention contemplafes a unique
structure of the seam and/or other means which
permit the hosiery to be suspended from a suit-
able support in such a manner that the body
portion of the stocking itself does not engage
the support, and consequently all danger of in-
jury to the body is avoided.

For purposes of this invention, we have chosen
to illustrate a stocking with the seam shown be-
ing that commonly present at the rear of the
stocking for the purpose of joining the longi-
tudinal edges of the fabric fogether.

From the foregeing, it is obvicus that the
principal object of the present invention is to
provide in hosiery and like garment structures,
means for suspending the same so that the body
portion is free of contact with the support, and
therefore unlikely to be damaged thereby.

In the drawings,

Fig. 1 is a fragmentary view of the upper por-
tion of a stocking,

Fig. 2 is a view similar to Fig. 1, but showing
a modified form,

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary view of the lower or
foot portion of the stocking illustrating a fur-
ther application of the invention,

Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 3 illustrating
another embodiment of the invention,

Fig. 5 is a view similar to Fig. 1 showing a
further improvement, and

Fig. 6 is a perspective view illustrating the
stocking in suspended condition.
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Referring now to the drawings, in which sim-
ilar parts are referred to by the same character,
it will be seen that the stocking comprises a
body of leg portion I, an upper welt 2, and a
foot portion 3 provided with conventional rein-
forcement as indicated at 4.

In knitting present day, full-fashioned hosiery,
the stocking is knitted in a flat condition, after
which it is folded upon itself, and the meeting
longitudinal edges are secured together by means
of a seam 5 which extends from the foe of the
stocking upwardly at the rear of the leg por-
tion and terminates in the welt.

In the present invention instead of terminat-
ing the seam as is customary, the seaming ma-
chine is operated so that a free portion of the
seam is formed above the welt as indicated at
§. This free seam is folded upon itself to form
a loop, and is then secured to the top of the
welt at the point 7 where the free seam por-
tion & leaves the welt. Consequently, it will be
seen that the seam and loop are integral, and
that the loop portion is' formed continuously
with the formation of the seam connecting the
longitudinal edges of the stocking.

It is apparent that the loop heretofore de-
scribed is in a convenient location for use in
suspending the stocking from a suitable support,
such as indicated at 8, without any danger of
the body of the stocking being engaged by the
support with consequent snagging of the stock-
ing. ‘

In Fig. 2, a further modification has been
shown which embodies all of the features of
Fig. 1, but in addition provides a second loop
9 which, as shown, is arranged diametrically of
the first loop, although this is not at all essen-
tial, and the second loop and other loops may
be attached to the welt at any place around
its edge.

The loop ¢ may be formed by the seaming ma-
chine or any other type lock stitch sewing ma-~
chine to produce a length of thread which may
be folded upon itself and secured to the welt at
18 to form the loop. The loop 9 as illustrated is
attached to the stocking by placing the body of
the stocking in a lock stitch machine, securing
one end to the body by said lock stitch machine,
continuing operation of the machine to form a
thread free from attachment to the body, then
folding this thread upon itself to form a loop and
attaching the other end of the loop to said body
hy the lock stitch machine.

With reference to Fig. 3, it will be seen that
the rear seam § is provided with loops 11 and {2,
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one of which is located at the heel of the stock-
ing and the other beneath the arch of middle
portion of the foot portion of the stocking.

These loops are formed in substantially the
same manner as the loop in Fig. 1, in that the
seaming machine and stocking are moved away
from each other so that a portion of the seam
is free from and disconnected from the stocking
along its length. These free portions of the seam
are then folded upon themselves to form the loops
and attached to the stocking at the point where
the loop or free portion of the seam began, al-
though of course it is understood that it is not
essential that this connection of the loop be in

exacily the same spot that the seam left the
stocking. In other words, the loop may be formed:

by spacing the points at which the ends of the
free seam engage the stocking.

In Fig. 4, the foot portion is provided with the
loop 11 as in Fig. 3, but in this instance, the ad-
ditional loop (3 is provided at the toe of the
stocking, and is formed in the same manner as
the loop of Fig. 1.

In all forms of the invention, it is apparent that
the loop is attached to one of the strongest por-
tions of the fabric, and that consequently the
danger of runs is considerably lessened: It is
also apparent that in all forms of the invention,
the loops extend outwardly from the stocking
and that they are readily available for passing
over a suitable support without the necessity of
the body of the stocking engaging the support.

In Fig. 5, a further embodiment is disclosed in
which instead of using a portion of the seam to
form the-loop, a fabric tape which may be braided
or otherwise formed, is folded upon itself to form
a-loop 14 after which its free ends are placed
at the location of the rear seam 5 and the seam-
ing operation completed, which at the same time
locks the-loop to the seam as shown.

While the invention as illustrated shows the
suspension loops formed at various locations, it
will be obvious, of course, that we are not re-
stricted to this, but may form the loop at any
convenient location.
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What we claim is:

1. A stocking or like garment of the class de-
scribed comprising a body having longitudinal
edge portions, said body being folded upon itself
to form toe, leg, and welt portions, a seam con-
necting the longitudinal edges of said portions, a
portion of the thread comprising the seam be-
ing free from engagement. with the hody along
its length.and being folded upon itself and se-
cured to the body at the beginning of the free
portion of the seam thread to form g suspend-
ing loop thereby forming a substantially con-
tinuous stocking seam.

2. A stocking or like garment comprising a
knitted fabric body having longitudinal edge por-
tions, said body being folded upon itself to form
toe, leg, and welt portions, a seam connecting
the longitudinal edges of said portions, the thread
comprising the seam being continued beyond an
end of the stocking and being folded upon itself
and: having its free end connected to the stock-
ing to forma suspending loop.

3. A garment as claimed in claim 1 character-
ized. by the fact: that a plurality of loops are
formed at spaced points along the seam.
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