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(7) ABSTRACT

A multi-functional lid for cookware having a rotatable disc
element and a stationary disc element. The rotating disc
element of the lid allows for access related cooking tasks to
be performed without removing the lid. The segmented
rotating disc element includes an opening that allows for
access to the pot, a perforated opening which allows for the
controlled release of heat, and a segment that has no
openings which allows the lid to contain all heat and
moisture under the lid.
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MULTI-FUNCTIONAL LID FOR COOKWARE
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a multi-functional
lid for cookware. More specifically, the invention is directed
to providing an apparatus that allows for access to the inside
of cookware, and for the controlled release of steam and/or
draining without removing the lid.

[0002] In the past, lids for cookware have not allowed
access to a covered container, such as a pot or pan, without
first removing the lid. Frequent access is desirable for
smelling, tasting, viewing stirring, adding ingredients, etc.
Removing a lid from a stove top pot or pan can result in an
undesired loss of moisture and heat as well as an annoying
“puff” of steam into a person’s face. In addition, a hot lid is
inconvenient to handle, requiring the lid to be placed in
another location or holding the lid while tending to the
contents being cooked.

[0003] Current cookware lids for pots and pans allow
some tasks to be performed without removing the lid, but do
not allow multi-functional access to the contents of the
cookware without removing the lid. More specifically, one
manifestation of cookware in the prior art allows a user of
cookware to strain the contents of the cookware without
removing the lid. However, this particular prior art does not
allow access to the contents within the cookware without
removing the lid, and in this respect the lid of this design is
no different than conventional one piece lid designs.

[0004] When using cookware, a variety of tasks may need
to be performed on the contents that are being cooked, such
as stirring, adding ingredients, tasting, etc. Using cookware
in the prior art, it is not possible to complete these tasks
without first removing the lid of the cookware if a lid is
being used. Additionally, the cookware lid minimizes splat-
ter due to gases escaping during fluid boiling. Using prior art
cookware when one cooks sauces, the lid of the cookware
must be removed, exposing the entire open area of the
cookware, and the sauce may splatter onto a surface sur-
rounding the source of heat or even on a burner which
usually evaporates and leaves burned residue on the burner
element. The present invention reduces the amount of area
exposed and minimizes the potential for unwanted splatter.
Moreover, less splatter reduces the chances of a user being
burned and provides a cleaner cooking process, requiring
less clean up of a cooking area.

[0005] Although conventional cookware lids have been
used for decades, it would be desirable to provide a multi-
functional lid for cookware that allows access to the contents
within a container, such as a pot or pan, being cooked
without requiring removal of the lid. It would be further
desirable to provide an apparatus that also allows for con-
trolled release of heat and moisture, preventing any
unwanted and unexpected release. It is common to have an
unwanted release of heat simply by lifting a conventional lid
from a pot or pan.

[0006] The difficulties, limitations and desires suggested
in the preceding are not intended to be exhaustive, but rather
are among many which demonstrate that prior art lids for
cookware will admit to worthwhile improvement.
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OBJECTS OF THE INVENTION

[0007] It is, therefore, a general object of the invention to
provide a multi-functional lid for cookware which will
eliminate or minimize problems of the type previously
described.

[0008] It is another general object of the invention to
provide a multi-functional lid that will allow a user of
cookware to have access to the inner contents of cookware
without removing the lid.

[0009] 1t is a specific object of the invention to provide a
multi-functional lid that will allow a user of cookware to
control the release of heat and moisture within the cook-
ware’s cooking environment.

[0010] Tt is another object of the invention to provide a
multi-functional lid that will provide increased safety and
cleanliness in the cooking process.

[0011] Tt is a further object of the invention to provide a
multi-functional 1id that will allow an adjustable opening to
be made in a cookware lid.

[0012] Tt is yet another object of the invention to provide
a multi-functional lid that will permit a cookware lid for
allowing different cooking related tasks to be performed
without removal of the lid from a pot or pan.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0013] To achieve at least some of the foregoing objects,
the subject invention comprises a multi-functional lid for
cookware. The present invention comprises an adjustable lid
including an upper disc portion and a lower disc portion
connected in the center where a central knob assembly is
located. In the preferred embodiment, the upper disc portion
of the cookware lid is rotated by turning a separate knob or
handle, while the lower disc portion of the cookware lid
remains stationary and operably engages a peripheral edge
of the cookware. Near the edge of the lid, the upper disc
portion and the lower disc portion come into contact with
each other, and the abutting segments of the upper disc
portion is allowed to slide over the adjacent lower disc
portion while maintaining a lateral steam barrier for the lid.

[0014] The upper disc portion of the cookware lid com-
prises three segments. The first segment is an arcuate
opening. The second segment is an arcuate perforated sec-
tion that is shorter in expanse than the other segments of the
upper disc portion of the cookware lid and may be used as
a colander and for controlled release of heat and moisture.
The third segment is a closed section that is the largest
segment, in arcuate expanse, and functions as a conventional
cookware lid. The arcuate expanse of all three segments
collectively sums to 360 degrees. Thus, the smaller the first
segment, the larger will be the third segment or second
segment or both.

[0015] The lower disc portion of the cookware lid com-
prises two segments. The first segment is a closed portion
that has an arcuate expanse that is greater than or equal to the
arcuate expanse of the second segment of the lower disc
portion of the cookware lid. The second segment is an open
segment, which is less than or equal to the first segment of
the lower portion in arcuate expanse. The two segments of
the lower disc portion add to 360 radial degrees, and are
operably stationary as opposed to the upper rotatable disc
portion.



US 2004/0079755 Al

[0016] The relationship between the arcuate expanses of
the segments of the upper and lower disc portions of the
cookware lid differ depending on the embodiments of the
invention. For example, in one embodiment the arcuate
expanse of the first segment of the upper disc portion may
be equal to or less than the second segment of the lower disc
portion, and the second and third segments of the upper
portion may be equal to or greater than the first segment of
the lower disc portion. Many different embodiments of the
subject invention are available based on the relationships
between the arcuate expanses of the segments of the upper
and lower disc portions of the cookware lid.

[0017] The aforementioned paragraphs are illustrative of
one preferred embodiment of the subject invention. How-
ever, many variations are possible. For instance, the lower
disc portion may be composed of three segments and the
upper disc portion may be composed of two. Also, the lower
portion may be the rotatable element as opposed to the upper
portion.

[0018] Providing a multi-functional, rotating, cookware
lid allows cooking to be more convenient. The convenience
of the present invention lies in the ability to perform multiple
functions without removing the lid. The multiple functions
that the present invention provides includes the following:
access to the contents being cooked without removing the
lid, controlled release of heat and moisture, use of the
cookware lid as a colander, and use of the lid as a conven-
tional cookware lid. Removing a cookware lid creates incon-
veniences such as finding a location to place the lid, losing
more heat and moisture than desired or necessary, and clean
up from contents that may boil out of the cookware unex-
pectedly.

DRAWINGS

[0019] Other objects and advantages of the present inven-
tion will become apparent from the following detailed
description of preferred embodiments thereof taken in con-
junction with the accompanying drawings, wherein:

[0020] FIG. 1 is an axonometric view of a multi-func-
tional 1lid for cookware in accordance with a preferred
embodiment of the invention;

[0021] FIG. 2 is a plan view of a multi-function 1lid for
cookware;

[0022] FIG. 3A is a partial cross-section of one embodi-
ment of an edge of a multi-functional cookware lid, where
the lid rests atop a cookware lip;

[0023] FIG. 3B is a partial cross-section of one embodi-
ment of an edge of a multi-functional cookware lid, where
the lid rests on a stepped cookware lip;

[0024] FIG. 3C is a partial cross-section of one embodi-
ment of an edge of a multi-functional cookware lid, where
the lid drapes over a cookware lip for a friction fit;

[0025] FIG. 3D is a partial cross-section of one embodi-
ment of an edge of a multi-functional cookware lid, where
the 1id overlaps a cookware lip with a friction fit on the inner
margin of the cookware;

[0026] FIG. 4 is a partial cross-section of a multi-func-
tional cookware lid, illustrating adjacent grooves in an upper
portion and a lower portion for preventing heat and moisture
loss;
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[0027] FIG. 5A is a partial cross-sectional illustration of
a central knob assembly for a multi-functional cookware lid
that allows for cookware disassembly;

[0028] FIG. 5B is a partial cross-sectional illustration of
an alternative embodiment of a central knob assembly for a
multi-functional cookware lid;

[0029] FIG. 6A is a partial cross-section of one embodi-
ment of a handle for rotating an upper portion of a multi-
functional cookware lid, where the handle is a knob capable
of rotating;

[0030] FIG. 6B is a partial cross-section of another
embodiment of a handle for rotating an upper portion of a
multi-functional cookware lid, where the handle is a bar that
is fixed to the upper portion of the lid;

[0031] FIG. 6C is a partial cross-section of another
embodiment of a handle for rotating an upper portion of a
multi-functional cookware lid, where the handle is a bar
capable of rotating to “in” and “out” positions, the “in”
position being shown; and

[0032] FIG. 6D is a partial cross-section of yet another
embodiment of a handle for rotating an upper portion of a
multi-functional cookware lid, where the handle is a bar
capable of rotating to “in” and “out” positions, the “out”
position being shown.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0033] Referring now to the drawings wherein like numer-
als indicate like parts, the present invention comprises a
multi-functional cover or lid for cookware. Cookware that
would benefit from a multi-functional lid include, but are not
limited to: 1) stove-top cookware, 2) oven roasting cook-
ware, 3) microwave cookware, 4) crackpots, 5) stewing pots,
and 6) clam steamers. The composition of the materials
making up a multi-functional cookware lid depend on the
cookware to which it is to affixed and the cookware’s
intended use. The material composition may include: metal
(aluminum, iron, copper, etc.); glass or pyrex; and micro-
wavable materials.

[0034] Referring to FIG. 1, an axonometric view of one
embodiment of a multi-functional cookware lid 100 is
shown. This view illustrates the relationship between the
cookware lid 100 and the cookware 110. A central knob
assembly 104 is positioned in the radial center of the
cookware lid 100, allowing the lid to be facilely removed
from the cookware 110 as desired. The lid includes an upper,
generally circular, disc portion 102 which is positioned
above a lower, generally circular, disc portion 106. A rota-
tion member 108 allows a user of the cookware lid 100 to
safely rotate the upper disc portion 102 relative to the lower
disc portion 106. In this particular embodiment the upper
disc portion 102 is composed with three distinct segments:
(1) an arcuate open segment 112; (2) a closed segment 114;
and (3) a perforated segment 116.

[0035] Referring to FIG. 2, a plan view of a multi-
functional lid for the cookware of FIG. 1 is shown. This
view of the cookware 1lid 100 illustrates the segmentation of
the upper, generally circular, disc portion 102 of the cook-
ware lid 100. Furthermore, this view illustrates the relation-
ship between the upper disc portion 102 and the lower disc
portion 106 of the cookware lid. The upper disc portion 102
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is positioned above the lower disc portion 106. The lower
disc portion 106 is divided into a closed segment 120 and an
arcuate open segment 122.

[0036] As noted above, the upper disc portion 102 is
divided into three segments: (1) an arcuate open segment
112; (2) a closed segment 114; and (3) a perforated segment
116. The open segment 112 is preferably an arcuate opening
that allows access to the contents being cooked within the
cookware. The arcuate expanse of the opening is preferably
about 90 degrees, but may vary significantly. The closed
segment 114 is a covering that is preferably greater than 180
degrees, in arcuate expanse, and is greater than the open
segment 122 of the lower disc portion 106, allowing the
multi-functional cookware lid 100 to be used as a conven-
tional closed cookware lid. The perforated segment 116
features a series of holes for releasing heat and moisture. If
the open segment 112 is designed to be small, then the
perforated segment 116 may be equally larger. The arcuate
expanses of all three segments add up to a complete circular
expanse of 360 degrees.

[0037] The lower portion 106 is divided into two seg-
ments: (1) a closed segment 120; and (2) an open segment
122. The closed segment 120 is a disc covering that is
preferably between 180 and 210 degrees in arcuate expanse.
The open segment 122 preferably matches the open segment
112 of the upper disc portion 102 in terms of arcuate
expanse. However, in any event the arcuate expanse of the
open segment 122 of the lower disc portion 106 must be at
least slightly less than the closed segment 114 of the upper
disc portion 102. The two segments of the lower disc portion
106 define a circular base element of the lid and are
stationary as opposed to the rotatable upper disc portion 102.

[0038] Although the arcuate expanse of each segment may
vary, the combined arcuate expanses of the closed 114 and
perforated 116 segments of the upper disc portion can not be
less than the open segment 120 of the lower disc portion.
The arcuate expanse of the closed segment 114 of the upper
disc portion must be at least slightly greater than the open
segment 122 of the lower disc portion so that the multi-
functional lid for cookware can carryout one of its functions,
that of a conventional closed cookware lid. The inverse is
also true in order for this function to be carried out. Thus, the
arcuate expanse of open segment 122 of the lower disc
portion must be at least slightly less than to the closed
segment 114 of the upper disc portion. In other words, the
arcuate expanse of an opening on either the lower or upper
disc portions must be less than that of the closed segment of
the opposing disc portion.

[0039] Other embodiments of a multi-functional lid for
cookware in accordance with the subject invention, are
based on relationships of the arcuate expanses of the seg-
ments of the upper and lower disc portions. In all of the
following embodiments, the arcuate expanse of an opening
on either the lower or upper disc portions must be less than
that of the closed segment of the opposing disc portion. One
such embodiment is where an arcuate expanse of the open
segment 112 of the upper disc portion is approximately
equal to the open segment 122 of the lower disc portion, and
the combined arcuate expanses of the closed 114 and per-
forated 116 segments of the upper disc portion are approxi-
mately equal to the closed segment 122 of the lower disc
portion. In another embodiment the arcuate expanse of the
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closed segment 114 of the upper disc portion is slightly
greater than the open segment 122 of the lower disc portion,
and the combined arcuate expanses of the open 112 and
perforated 116 segments of the upper disc portion are
slightly less than the open segment 122 of the lower portion.
Yet another embodiment exists where the arcuate expanse of
the closed segment 114 of the upper disc portion is approxi-
mately equal to the closed segment 120 of the lower disc
portion, and said arcuate expanse is equal to or greater than
the open segment 122 of the lower disc portion. Still a
further embodiment is where the combined arcuate expanses
of the open 112 and perforated 116 segments of the upper
disc portion are at least slightly less than the closed segment
120 of the lower disc portion, and the closed segment 114 of
the upper disc portion is approximately equal to the closed
segment 120 of the lower portion. The length of the closed
segment 114 of upper disc portion being at least slightly
greater than the open segment 122 of the lower disc portion.

[0040] Turning now to FIGS. 3A-3D various embodi-
ments of edge portions of a lid shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 are
illustrated. These embodiments allow the multi-functional
cookware lid to be securely placed on the lip of correspond-
ing cookware. The embodiments illustrated in the drawings
are exemplary, and not exhaustive, however, referring first to
FIG. 3A, an edge 302 of a multi-functional cookware lid
rests on top of a cookware lip 306. A lower portion 304 of
the cookware lid 300 extends radially beyond an upper
portion 308 of the lid, and the outermost segment of the
lower portion 304 is raised above the lip 306 of the cook-
ware so that the lid 300 will be laterally secure.

[0041] Referring to FIG. 3B, an edge 322 of a multi-
functional cookware lid 320 rests on a stepped cookware lip
326. A lower portion 324 of the cookware lid 320 extends
radially beyond an upper portion 328 of the cookware lid
320, and rests on the step of the cookware lip 326 so that the
lid 320 will again be laterally secure.

[0042] Referring to FIG. 3C, another embodiment is dis-
closed in which an edge 342 of a multi-functional cookware
lid 340 drapes over and embraces a cookware lip 346. A
lower portion 344 of the cookware lid 340 extends radially
beyond an upper portion 348, and the edge 342, i.c., the
outermost segment of the lower portion 344, is raised up and
over the cookware lip 346 for a laterally secure fit. The
embracing fit allows the lower portion 344 of the cookware
lid to remain stationary.

[0043] Referring to FIG. 3D, an edge 362 of a multi-
functional cookware lid 360 overlaps a cookware lip 366. A
lower portion 364 of the cookware lid 360 extends radially
beyond an upper portion 368, and extends to a position
overlapping the cookware lip 366, recessing to the inner
portion of the cookware 370 with a radially engaging fit.
Again, the engaging fit allows the lower portion 364 of the
cookware lid 360 to remain stationary.

[0044] In all of the aforementioned drawings (FIGS.
3A-3D) the lower disc portion of the cookware lid remains
stationary with respect to the upper disc portion, while the
upper disc portion is operable to rotate as discussed in
connection with FIGS. 1 and 2.

[0045] In all of the aforementioned drawings the lower
disc portion of the cookware lid is radially extended beyond
the upper disc portion, so that the lower disc portion is
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stationary with respect to a rotating upper disc portion. This
relationship may be reversed. The upper disc portion can be
constructed so that it radially extends beyond the lower disc
portion, and the edge of the upper disc portion fits or rests
upon the cookware lip, allowing the upper disc portion to be
stationary and the lower disc portion to be capable of
rotating.

[0046] Referring to FIG. 4, a partial cross-sectional view
of a multi-functional cookware lid 400 is shown positioned
on top of cookware 402. The cookware lid 400 includes an
upper portion 404, a lower portion 406, a central knob
assembly 408, and a handle 410. The central knob assembly
408 connects the upper portion 404 and the lower portion
406, and allows the upper portion 404 to rotate relative to the
lower portion 406 (note FIG. 5A and FIG. 5B). The handle
410 is used to rotate the upper portion 404 without having
to touch the upper portion 404, preventing harm from heat,
steam, and contents that may boil or spew.

[0047] Loss of heat and moisture through lateral seepage
can be a concern with a multi-functional cookware lid that
has openings in both the upper portion 404 and the lower
portion 406. In order to minimize peripheral loss of heat and
moisture when the respective segments of the upper portion
404 and lower portion 406 are positioned so that there is no
access to the inside of the container, the lower portion 406
has at least one peripheral channel 414 fashioned around the
edge of the cookware lid 400, and the upper portion 404 has
a corresponding peripheral channel 412. The upper portion
channel 412 peripherally nests within the lower portion
channel 414, blocking lateral seepage of heat and moisture.
Other envisioned embodiments include multiple peripheral
channels; channels that are square or rectangular in cross-
section as well as other cross-sectional designs. A coating of
Teflon, or other lubricant coating, may be applied between
the contacting positions of the channel to facilitate rotation
while concomitantly blocking the lateral transmission of
steam through the lid.

[0048] A central knob assembly of the cookware lid con-
nects the upper and lower portions, and allows one portion,
either the upper or lower disc, to rotate relative to the other.
More specifically and referring to FIG. 5A, an illustration of
one embodiment of a central knob assembly 500 for a
cookware lid is shown. The central knob assembly 500
includes a knob handle 504, which has a threaded shaft 506
extending through the center of both an upper disc portion
510 and a lower disc portion 512. A wing nut 514 engages
a threaded shaft 506 below the lower disc portion 512,
securing the central knob assembly 500 in place. A spacer
element 516 is placed between the upper disc portion 510
and lower disc portion 512 around the threaded shaft 506,
allowing the upper disc portion 510 to rotate relative to the
lower disc portion 512, or vice versa. The wing nut 514 also
allows the cookware lid to be easily disassembled for
cleaning. Further, the wing nut 514 permits an alternative
disc combination to be created by replacing the top or
bottom disc element.

[0049] Referring to FIG. 5B, an alternative embodiment
of a central knob assembly 550 for a multi-functional
cookware lid is shown. In this embodiment the central knob
assembly includes a knob handle 554 which has a thread for
allowing a round or flat head bolt 556 to be secured in from
below a lower portion 562 of the cookware lid. The bolt 556
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extends through the radial center of both an upper disc
portion 560 and a lower disc portion 562 into the knob
handle 554, securing the central knob assembly 550. The
bolt 556 allows the cookware lid to be disassembled for
cleaning, albeit not as easily as the embodiment utilizing the
wing nut assembly (FIG. 5A) or changing disc elements
having a different pattern of segmentation. A spacer element
566 is placed between the upper disc portion 560 and lower
disc portion 562 around the bolt 556, allowing the upper disc
portion 560 to rotate relative to the lower disc portion 562,
or vice versa.

[0050] The central knob assemblies, described in FIGS.
5A and 5B, are illustrative of an embodiment of a multi-
functional cookware lid in which the central knob assembly
is used to rotate either the upper or lower disc portion of a
multi-functional cookware lid. In alternative embodiments,
the central knob assembly can replace the need for a handle
to rotate the rotatable disc element, regardless of whether the
rotatable element is the upper or lower disc portion. The
central knob assembly can be constructed to allow it to rotate
either the upper disc portion or lower disc portion by
twisting the knob in either a clockwise or counterclockwise
direction. In the event that the central knob assembly is used
to rotate the upper disc element, the knob is operably joined
to the upper element. Alternatively, when the central knob
assembly is used to rotate the lower disc element, the central
knob assembly is operably joined to the lower disc element.
This is achieved by securing the rotatable element to the
central knob assembly and preventing the stationary element
from rotating.

[0051] Other embodiments of the subject invention with
respect to the aspects of the central knob assembly include
the ability to have interchangeable or replaceable rotating
elements. As noted above, the central knob assembly permits
disassembly of the stationary and rotatable elements. This
allows for interchangeable multi-functional lid elements to
be used. For instance, an interchangeable element could be
a rotatable element that has a larger perforated area, has
larger perforations, or contains a desired handle. Moreover,
disassembly and interchangeable parts permit elements to be
replaced if damaged or lost.

[0052] Although a central knob assembly may be used to
rotate either the upper or lower disc element of the multi-
functional cookware lid, a handle often provides more ease
of rotational control. A handle may be used as a distinct
element, facilitating rotation of the rotatable disc element.
Moreover, when a separate knob or handle is utilized to
rotate a lower disc, an arcuate groove is fashioned through
the upper stationary disc. In this embodiment a circular
channel lateral steam barrier is fashioned radially inward of
the slot through the upper stationary disc element to prevent
the lateral escape of steam.

[0053] As illustrated in the FIG. 6A-6D sequence of
embodiments, numerous separate rotation handle arrange-
ments are contemplated by the subject invention. The fol-
lowing FIGURES and their explanations are intended to be
exemplary not exhaustive. Referring to FIG. 6A, a partial
cross-sectional view discloses a rotational element as a knob
handle 602. The knob handle 602 is capable of rotating, due
to its placement on a stand 604 connected to an upper
portion 606 of the cookware lid. To rotate the upper portion
606 of the cookware lid relative to the lower portion 608, a
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user grabs the knob handle 602 and rotates the moveable
disc element in the direction desired. As the upper portion
606 is rotated, the knob handle 602 is operable to rotate as
well, and a user’s grasp on the knob handle 602 need not be
modified as the upper portion 606 is rotated.

[0054] Referring to FIG. 6B, a partial cross-section of
another embodiment of an upper rotational handle is dis-
closed. A fixed bar handle 622 is attached to an upper portion
626 of a multi-functional cookware lid. The method of
securing the fixed bar handle 622 to the upper portion 626
depends on the materials from which the handle and upper
portion 626 are made. The fixed bar handle 622, in its
preferred embodiment, extends beyond the upper portion
626 and lower portion 628 of the cookware lid and beyond
cookware lip 630. Extending the handle 622 in this way
provides a degree of remoteness from heat, steam, and
boiling liquids.

[0055] FIG. 6C and FIG. 6D, refer to the same embodi-
ment of a multi-functional cookware lid’s upper portion
handle in different positions. The “in/out” bar handle 650
rotates on a short stanchion 652 connected to an upper
portion 654 of a multi-functional cookware lid. FIG. 6C
shows the “in/out” bar handle 650 rotated into an “in”
position. Auser may decide to use the handle 650 at the “in”
position when cooking in close proximity to other cookware.
FIG. 6D shows the “in/out” bar handle 650 at an “out”
position. The handle 650 at the “out” position extends
beyond the upper portion 654 and lower portion 656 of the
cookware lid, and beyond the cookware lip 658. A user may
decide to have the handle 650 at the “out” position to isolate
the handle from heat, steam, and boiling liquids. This
particular embodiment gives the user the flexibility to place
the handle 650 in which ever position is desired. One
particularly useful feature is to locate the handle 650 in
relation to the opening to permit alignment of the rotational
handle 650 with a 90 degree angle from the opening to
facilitate draining through the side of the lid while holding
the rotational handle 650 and pot handle together in align-
ment. Location of the handle in an “in” or “out” position can
be controlled by a detent, pivot or friction arrangement
between the stanchion 652 and the handle 650.

SUMMARY OF MAJOR ADVANTAGES OF THE
INVENTION

[0056] After reading and understanding the foregoing
description of preferred embodiments of the invention, in
conjunction with the illustrative drawings, it will be appre-
ciated that several distinct advantages of the subject multi-
functional lid for cookware can be realized.

[0057] One advantage of the present invention is that it
provides improvements in convenience of cooking related
tasks. The present invention allows access to smell, stir,
taste, view, add ingredients, etc. the contents being cooked
in cookware without removing the lid. A related advantage
of the present invention is that it allows improved control
over the release of heat and moisture within the cooking
environment.

[0058] Additionally, having a cookware lid with an upper
and a lower portion connected in the center of the lid where
a knob assembly is located, allows the lid to remain affixed
while performing various cooking related functions. The
upper disc portion of a lid for cookware, which is capable of
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rotating by turning a handle or knob, can be segmented into
regions for particular functions, while the lower disc portion
remains stationary with respect to the upper portion. Alter-
natively, the lower portion of a cookware lid can be capable
of rotating and segmented into regions for particular func-
tions, while the upper portion remains stationary.

[0059] Another advantage of the present invention is that
it has the ability to be disassembled for cleaning while also
allowing rotatable or stationary elements to be interchanged
or replaced. Stationary or rotatable elements are inter-
changeable based on the needs of the cooking task or to
replace lost or damaged elements.

[0060] A further advantage of the present invention is that
it provides for a safer cooking process, stirring through the
lid, draining through the lid, and a cleaner cooking envi-
ronment. The present invention allows an apparatus that
increases convenience when performing cookware related
task, allows a controlled release of moisture and heat, and
provides access to the contents being cooked in cookware.

[0061] In describing the invention, reference has been
made to preferred embodiments and illustrative advantages
of the invention. Those skilled in the art, however, and
familiar with the instant disclosure of the subject invention,
may recognize additions, deletions, modifications, substitu-
tions and other changes that fall within the purview of the
subject invention.

What is claimed:
1. A multi-functional lid for cookware comprising:

a lid operable to cover an opening of a cooking container,
said lid having a generally circular, rotatable disc
element and a generally circular, stationary disc ele-
ment;

said generally circular, stationary disc element being
operable for extending across and engaging a periph-
eral edge of a cooking container and said generally
circular, stationary disc element having at least one
opening therethrough; and

said generally circular, rotatable disc element being rotat-
ably connected to said circular stationary disc element
and said generally circular, rotatable disc element hav-
ing an opening through said circular rotatable disc
element and an arcuately spaced zone having a plurality
of perforations through said circular rotatable disc
element; and

means connected to said circular rotatable disc element
for rotating said circular rotatable disc element with
respect to said circular stationary disc element, wherein
access to the contents of associated cookware is per-
mitted through the lid, without removing the lid, by
rotating the opening through the rotatable disc element
into registry with the opening through the stationary
disc element and steam release through the lid can be
achieved, without removing the lid, by rotating the
zone of a plurality of perforations through the rotatable
disc element into registery with the opening in the
stationary disc element.

2. A multi-functional lid for cookware as defined in claim

1 and further comprising:

means fashioned within said circular rotatable disc ele-
ment for engaging with said circular stationary disc
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element for blocking lateral migration of steam from
within a cookware container laterally between said
generally circular stationary disc element and said
generally circular rotatable disc element.
3. A multi-functional lid for cookware as defined in claim
2 wherein said means for blocking lateral migration of steam
comprises:

a peripheral channel fashioned about the outer periphery
of said rotatable lid element and received within and
dimensionally compatible with a peripheral channel
fashioned within the outer periphery of said stationary
lid element.

4. A multi-functional lid for cookware as defined in claim

2 wherein:

said circular rotatable disc element is an upper disc
element, and said circular stationary disc element is a
lower disc element; and

said lower disc element radially extends beyond said
upper disc element, and said lower disc element cir-
cumferentially contacts the peripheral edge of said
container.
5. A multi-functional lid for cookware as defined in claim
2 wherein:

said circular rotatable disc element is a lower disc ele-
ment, and said circular stationary disc element is an
upper disc element; and

said upper disc element radially extends beyond said
lower disc element, and said upper disc element cir-
cumferentially contacts the peripheral edge of said
container.
6. A multi-functional lid for cookware as defined in claim
2 wherein:

said circular rotatable disc element of said multi-func-
tional lid comprises a covered segment greater than, in
arcuate expanse, said opening of said circular station-
ary disc element.
7. A multi-functional lid for cookware as defined in claim
2 wherein:

said circular rotatable disc element and said circular
stationary disc element are pivotally connected by a
central knob assembly; and

said central knob assembly comprises: (a) a knob, and (b)
a securing device.
8. A multi-functional lid for cookware as defined in claim
2 wherein:

said central knob assembly is operable for rotating said
circular rotatable disc element with respect to said
circular stationary disc element, allowing said multi-
functional 1id to release heat and moisture and permit-
ting access into a container.
9. A multi-functional lid for cookware as defined in claim
2 wherein:

said multi-functional lid is adapted to cover said con-

tainer, wherein an edge of said circular stationary disc

element rests atop a peripheral edge of said container.

10. A multi-functional lid for cookware as defined in
claim 2 wherein:
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said multi-functional is adapted to cover said container,
wherein an edge of said circular stationary disc element
rests on a stepped peripheral edge of said container.
11. A multi-functional lid for cookware as defined in claim
2 wherein:

said multi-functional lid is adapted to cover said con-
tainer, wherein an edge of said circular stationary disc
element fits over a peripheral edge of said container.
12. A multi-functional lid for cookware as defined in
claim 2 wherein:

said multi-functional lid is adapted to cover said con-
tainer, wherein an edge of said circular stationary disc
element overlaps a peripheral edge of said container,
recessing to an inner portion of said container.
13. A multi-functional lid for cookware as defined in
claim 4, further comprising:

a handle, wherein said handle is attached to said circular
rotatable disc element, and wherein said handle is
operable in assisting the rotation of said circular rotat-
able disc element.

14. A multi-functional lid for cookware as defined in

claim 13, wherein:

said handle of said upper disc element is a knob capable
of rotating.
15. A multi-functional lid for cookware as defined in
claim 13, wherein:

said handle of said upper disc element is in a fixed
position with respect to said circular rotatable disc
element.
16. A multi-functional lid for cookware as defined in
claim 13, wherein:

said handle of said upper disc element is positioned on a
stanchion, wherein said handle may be placed in either
a position extending radially outward from said stan-
chion away from the center of said multi-functional lid,
or said handle may be placed in a position extending
radially inward from said stanchion towards the center
of said multi-functional lid.

17. A multi-functional lid for cookware comprising:

a lid operable to cover an opening of a cooking container,
said lid having a generally circular rotatable disc ele-
ment and a generally circular stationary disc element;
and

said generally circular stationary disc element being oper-
able for extending across and engaging a peripheral
edge of the cooking container and said generally cir-
cular stationary disc element having at least one open-
ing therethrough; and

said generally circular rotatable disc element being rotat-
ably connected to said circular stationary disc element
and said generally circular rotatable disc element hav-
ing an opening through said circular rotatable disc
element; and

said circular rotatable disc element and said circular
stationary disc element of said multi-functional lid
being pivotally connected by a central knob assembly,
and said circular rotatable disc element of said multi-
functional lid being operable for rotation relative to
said circular stationary disc element; and
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means connected to said circular rotatable disc element
for rotating said circular rotatable disc element with
respect to said circular stationary disc element, wherein
access to the contents of associated cookware is per-
mitted through the lid, without removing the lid, by
rotating the opening through the rotatable disc element
into registry with the opening through the stationary
disc element and steam release through the lid can be
achieved, without removing the lid, by rotating the
zone of a plurality of perforations through the rotatable
or stationary disc element into registery with the open-
ing in the opposite element; and

means fashioned within said circular rotatable disc ele-
ment for engaging with said circular stationary disc
element for blocking lateral migration of steam from
within a cookware container laterally between said
generally circular stationary disc element and said
generally circular rotatable disc element.
18. A multi-functional lid for cookware as defined in
claim 17, wherein said generally circular rotatable disc
element further comprises:

an arcuately spaced zone having a plurality of perfora-
tions through said circular rotatable disc element.
19. A multi-functional lid for cookware as defined in
claim 17, wherein said generally circular stationary disc
element further comprises:

an arcuately spaced zone having a plurality of perfora-
tions through said circular stationary disc element.
20. A multi-functional lid for cookware as defined in
claim 17, wherein:

said circular rotatable disc element is an upper disc
element, and said circular stationary disc element is a
lower disc element.
21. A multi-functional lid for cookware as defined in
claim 17, wherein:

said circular rotatable disc element is an lower disc
element, and said circular stationary disc element is a
upper disc element.
22. An multi-functional lid for cookware as defined in
claim 17, wherein:
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said multi-functional lid is adapted to cover said con-

tainer, wherein an edge of said circular stationary disc

element rests atop a peripheral edge of said container.

23. An multi-functional lid for cookware as defined in
claim 17, wherein:

said multi-functional lid is adapted to cover said con-
tainer, wherein an edge of said circular stationary disc
element rests on a stepped peripheral edge of said
container.
24. An multi-functional lid for cookware as defined in
claim 17, wherein:

said multi-functional lid is adapted to cover said con-
tainer, wherein an edge of said circular stationary disc
element fits over a peripheral edge of said container.
25. An multi-functional lid for cookware as defined in
claim 17, wherein:

said multi-functional lid is adapted to cover said con-
tainer, wherein an edge of said circular stationary disc
element overlaps a peripheral edge of said container,
recessing to an inner portion of said container.

26. An multi-functional lid for cookware as defined in
claim 17, wherein:

said circular rotatable disc element of said multi-func-
tional lid being operable for rotation, wherein said
central knob assembly is attached to said circular
rotatable disc element, and said central knob assembly
is operable in assisting the rotation of said circular
rotatable disc element.
27. A multi-functional lid for cookware as defined in
claim 17 wherein said means for blocking lateral migration
of steam comprises:

a peripheral channel fashioned about the outer periphery
of said rotatable lid element and received within and
dimensionally compatible with a peripheral channel
fashioned within the outer periphery of said stationary
lid element.



