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This invention relates to a bookmark, and more par-
ticularly relates to a bookmark which is adapted to be
secured to the bock with which it is used.

This application is a continuation-in-part of applica-
tion Serial No. 175,750, filed February 26, 1962, now
abandoned.

The invention has among its objects the provision of
a novel bookmark of the type indicated, which is economi-
cal to make and which is easily attached to and removed
from a book.

A further object of the invention lies in the provision
of a bookmark of the type indicated which is compact and
which adds little, if anything, to the height and thickness
of the book.

Yet another object of the invention resides in the pro-
vision of a bookmark which is characterized by the ease
with which it is used, which remains stably in place, and
which does not tear or unduly wear the pages of the
book.

The above and further objects and novel features of
the invention will more fully appear from the following
description when the same is read in connection with the
accompanying drawings. It is to be expressly under-

stood, however, that the drawings are for the purpose 3

of illustration only, and are not intended as a definition
of the limits of the invention.

In the drawings, wherein like reference characters re-
fer to like parts throughout the several views,

FIG. 1 is a view in elevation of an illustrative book-
mark made in accordance with the invention;

FIG. 2 is a view in top plan on a reduced scale of a
closed book having the illustrative bookmark operatively
mounted thereon;

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary view in elevation on a reduced
scale of the book and bookmark combination shown in
FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 is a fragmentary view in perspective of a baok
incorporating the illustrative bookmark, the view illustrat-
ing the manner in which the bookmark cooperates with
the pages of an open book as such pages are turned past
the bookmark; and

FIG. 5 is a view in vertical section through the illus-
trative bookmark, the section being taken along the line
5—5 of FIG. 1.

The bookmark of the present invention is designated
generally by the reference character 8. The main body
of such bookmark is preferably made of an integral piece
of sheet material, such material being flexible and some-
what elastic but stiff enough to be self-sustaining. Pref-
erably the main body of the bookmark is relatively
soft, as compared to the material of which clip 11 is
made. The body of the bookmark 1¢ includes an elon-
gated arm 12, fo the inner end of which is secured a
clip 11, and to the outer end of which there is integrally
attached a broad finger or tab 14. Clip 11 may be made
of relatively hard, stiff but resiliently yieldable material
such as a molded plastic, and is shown as having two
broad confronting legs 22 and 24 which, when relaxed,
converge in a direction from top to bottom. The relaxed
spacing (FIG. 1) of the legs of clip 11 and the resiliency
of the clip are such that the clip may be mounted on a
cover of a book by being thrust thereon until it assumes
the position shown in FIGS. 2, 3, and 4, the lower ends
of the legs 22 and 24 of the clip being forced apart and
firmly gripping the opposite surfaces of the cover of the
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book on which the clip is mounted. In such action the
legs 22 and 24 bow only slightly, the inverted U-shaped
upper end 25 of the clip being resiliently distorted to
maintain cover-gripping pressure on the legs 22 and 24.

The inner end 26 of the arm 12 of bookmark 190 is

-attached to the clip ‘11 in the manner shown in FIGS.

1 and 5. The forward wall of the inverted U-shaped
portion 25 of clip 11 is provided with a seat 27 which
approximates the end portion 26 of arm 12. Portion
26 of the arm is disposed in such seat, and is secured
to the clip as by being cemented thereto, heat sealed
thereto if the plastic materials of which clip 11 and arm
12 are made are thermo-plastic, or by any other satis-
factory conventional fastening means.

The finger or tab 14 of the bookmark 1§ extends down-
wardly and inwardly with respect to the length of arm 12
at an acute angle which is markedly less than 90°. In the
embodiment shown, such angle approximates 45°.- The
outer or upper edge of arm 12 merges smoothly with the
outer edge of finger or tab 14 along a convex curve, as
shown at 29. Tab 14 serves as a finger which is adapted
to lie between successive pages of the book on which the
bookmark 1¢ is mounted, tab 14 serving to mark the place
at which the book is being réad. Tab 14 is smooth sur-
faced, and preferably has the bounding edges of its sur-
faces at 29, 39, and 31 smoothly rounded.

The bookmark may be attached to a book in the
manner shown in FIGS. 2, 3, and 4. As there shown, the
clip 11 is affixed to the rear cover 16 of the book adjacent
the binding 29 of the book, with leg 22 of the clip 11
lying between the cover 16 and the last of the pages 19
of the book. Arm 12 overlies the upper edges of the pages,
in the embodiment shown, whereas tab 14 projects verti-
cally between: successive pages of the book. Although
the bookmark 18 is shown attached to the book so as to
cooperate with the upper edge thereof, it is to be under-
stood that it may, if desired, be inverted and placed on
the bottom of the book, since the arm 12 of the bookmark
projects little, if any, beyond the edges of the rear and
front covers 16 and 17 of the book.

FIG. 4 illustrates the action of the bookmark of the
invention when it is incorporated in a book in the manner
shown in FIGS. 2 and 3. When the book is opened at
the position marked by the bookmark, the bookmark re-
mains substantially in the position which it had when the
book was closed, as shown in FIG. 2. Thus the arm 12
of the bookmark is resiliently bent somewhat and the tab
14 serves stably to retain the page of the book which is
being read in place, as shown in full lines in FIG. 4.
When, however, a page, there designated 19, is turned
in the normal manner by grasping its outer edge and
swinging it clockwise (FIG. 4), the bookmark is momen-
tarily distorted in the manner indicated in dotted lines
in FIG. 4. Thus the turning of page 19’ causes the zone
21 thereof engaging finger 14 to twist arm 12, as indicated
at 12". This causes the finger 14 to become inclined, as
shown at 14’, so that the upper edge of page 19’ has a
camming action on the finger. Such camming action not
only causes the described twisting of the arm of the book-
mark, but causes such arm momentarily to be bent up-
wardly so that the upper edge of page 19’ may pass beneath
the lower end of the finger 14. The resilience of the
material from which the bookmark is made causes it im-
mediately to return to the solid line position of FIG. 4
after page 19’ has passed the finger. The described turn-
ing of the pages of the book may be done in the normal
manner and, because of the marked length of arm 12 of
the bookmark and the smooth surface of finger 14, does
not result in any undue wear on the page or give rise to
any appreciable tendency to tear the page, because the
finger has smooth surfaces and rounded longitudinal edge
and end corners.
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The main body of the bookmark of the invention may
be made -of various materials which have the requisite
stiffness to be self-sustaining but are resiliently yieldable
so as to function in the described manner. Such main
Body of the buookmark may be made by blanking it ont
of sheet material, ‘or it may be molded from various other
elastic plastic materials such as polyethylene, polyvinyl
chloride, cellulose acetate, and the Tike, When thus
molded, the bockimark may be readily formed to finished
shape with the tab 14 having the desired smooth surface
and rounded edges and ‘corners. Materials combining
relatively low coefficients ‘of friction with the other indi-
cated properties are to be preferred, since a finger 14
made of such ppreferred materials slide miost satisfactorily
along the edges of the pages without any appreciable
tendency to wear themunduly. The clip 11 may be made
in a variety of conventiohal ‘manners, for example by
being molded.

The bockmark of the invention readily lends itself to
mass production, and may be readily attached to and re-
movéed from a book when desired. The bookmark may,
if desifed, be employed to carry -advertising ‘material, -or
may be colored for decorative 'effect. -As above noted,
the bookmark adds little, if anything, to the effective
height ‘and thickness of the book. Thiis books ‘provided
with the bookrniark ‘of the invention ‘may ‘be sticked in a
normal manner. The stacking of the books ‘so provided,
one on top of the other as for the purpose of storage,
-does mot result in the ‘damhage either of the books or the
bookmarks, since the bookimark Pprojects little, if any,
beyond the edges ‘of the ‘covers of the book.

Although only :one embodiment of the invention has
been illusirated in -the #ccompanying ‘drawitigs and de-
scribed in the foregoing specification, it is to be:especially
understood that ‘varions changes, 'such as in ‘the reldative
dimensions -of ‘the 1parts, ‘materials «used, and the like, &s
well as the suggested ‘manner of use of the ‘apparatus of
‘the invention, may ‘be made therein without departing
from ‘the spirit and scope of ‘the ‘invention as will now
be apparent to ‘those ‘skilled in ‘the ‘art.

What -is claimed -is:

1. A bookmark having ‘an elongated arm, means ‘on
one end of the arm ‘addpted for attachment ‘to ‘a ‘cover
of a book adjacent the bihding thereof with the darm ‘over-
lying -and geherally ‘parallel to one edge ‘of ‘the pages of
‘the ‘book, and a -tabon the -other ‘end ‘of ithe 'arm adapted
to lie between two consectitive pages:of the book, the tab
-extending toward the ‘arm-attaching ‘means at an ‘acute
-ahigle with Tespedt ‘to 'the ferrgth «of ithe ‘arm, the drm afd
‘tab -of the bookinark being 'made :of an Hntegral :Sheet of
elastic plastic ‘material -arid ‘being sufficiently “stiff to be
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self-sustaining when the bookmark is held supported from
the -end ‘of the arm bearing the arm-attaching means with
the arm horizontal but being sufficiently soft and resilient
for the arm to be bent away from the edge of the page
of the book which it confronts and to be twisted about its
longitudinal axis as the page engaged by the tab is turned
in a normal manner, thereby permitting -escaps of such
page past the tab and the tab and arm to resume their
relaxed shape with the tab overlying the edge of the next
page of the book.

2. A'bookmark having-a main body mhade of an integral
piece of self-sustaining flexible ‘elastic sheet material, said
main body of the bookmark having ‘an elongated arm,
means on ‘one end of ike arm for attachmesnt 16 a cover
of 'a book adjacent the binding thereof with the arm -over-
lying and generally parallel to one edge of the ‘pages of
the book, a smooth surfaced ‘broad ‘tab taving rounded
longitudinal ‘and end surfaces integral with the end of ‘the
arm remote from the attaching means, the ocuter end sur-
face of the tab being connected to the outer stirface ‘of
the arm by a smodth ‘convexly curved surface, said tab
lying in the plane of the ‘arm, extending at an atute angle
with respect thereto, and being 'adapted to He between
two consecutive pages of the book, the arm -and tab of
the ‘bookmark being sufficiently soft and resilient for the
arm to ‘be bent away from the edge ‘of the page of the
book which it confronts and to be ‘twisted :about its longi-
tudinal axis-as:the page engaged by the tdb is turned in 2
normal manner, thereby permitting escape of such ‘page
‘past the tab ‘and the tab:and arm to restume their relaxed
shape with the tab overlying the &dge ‘of the next page
of the book.

3. ‘A bookmark as definedin claith 2, Wherein the book-
mark is made-of a plastic:material having a Jow coefficient
of friction.

4. A bookmark as defined -in ¢laim 3, whérein the arm-
attaching ‘means is a clip having legs adapted to embrace
and grip the edge ‘of a cover of the book on ‘which the
bookmark is ‘mounted.
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