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The invention relates to articles such as lamp 
housings constructed of sheet material and re 
lates more particularly to an improved construc 
tion and arrangement for applying moulding 
strips to such articles to mask the free edges 
thereof. 
One object of the invention is to provide an 

article and moulding strip assembly of the above 
general character embodying novel features of 
construction which materially reduce the labor 
involved and therefore the cost of applying the 
moulding strip, which improve the appearance 
of the finished article by eliminating screws and 
similar fastener means for securing the moulding 
strip in place, and which effectually retain the 
parts in aSSembled relation. 
Another object is to provide an improved meth 

od of applying a conventional moulding Strip to 
an article made of sheet material to mask the 
free edges of the airticle. 
Other objects and advantages of the invention 

will become apparent from the following de 
tailed description of the preferred embodiment ill 
lustrated in the accompanying drawing, in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a sheet metal 
article and moulding Strip assembly embodying 
the features of the invention. 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the article with 
out the moulding strip. 

Figs. 3, 4 and 5 are fragmentary sectional views 
showing the manner in which the moulding strip 
is manipulated in applying it to an article of the 
type shown in Fig. 2. 

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary top view of the article 
With the mouliding strip in process of being ap 
plied thereto. 

Fig. 7 is a Sectional view taken in a vertical 
plane Substantially on the line 7-7 of Fig. .. 
While the invention is susceptible of various 

imodifications and alternative constructions, A. 
have shown in the drawing and will herein de 
Scribe in detail the preferred embodiment, but it 
is to be understood that I do not thereby intend 
to limit the invention to the specific form dis 
closed, but intend to cover all modifications and 
alternative constructions failing within the spirit 
and Scope of the invention as expressed in the ap 
pended claims. 

For purposes of illustration the invention has 
been shown as applied to a lamp housing or re 
flector f0, although it will be appreciated that it 
is applicable as well to other articles constructed 
of sheet material which have exposed free edges 
that present a better appearance when finished 
off or masked with moulding strips. The housing 
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;0 as shown is in the form of an open bottom shell 
of generally rectangular cross section having an 
upright front or Side Wall fi and end walls 2. 
he other side and the top of the shell are closed 

by a convexly curved wall member 3 formed in 
tegrally with the side and end walls. Shells of 
this character may be stamped or drawn from 
sheet metal, or other suitable material. As will 
be seen by reference to Figs. 1 and 2, the several 
Walls are arranged to meet in generally rounded 
corners which enhance the appearance of the 
housing and facilitate the stamping or drawing 
operation by which it is produced. 
To give the housing an attractive and finished 

appearance, the exposed free lower edges of the 
side wall if and the end walls 2 are masked by 
a moulding strip 4. In accordance with the in 
vention, the housing and the moulding strip are 
Constructed So that the latter may be made from 
conventional flanged or channel-section stock 
and may be assembled in a simple and expedi 
tious manner without the use of screws or simi 
lar fasteners. More particularly, the construc 
tion and relationship of the parts is such that 
the moulding Strip is applied and held in place 
on the housing simply by hooking one flange over 
the edges of the housing walls and engaging the 
other flange over Suitable retaining elements f 5 
On the housing walls. The elements 5 are pref 
erably in the form of nibs struck out or lanced 
in the walls and 2 of the housing to present 
OutWardly projecting ledges for coaction. With the 
flange of the strip. In the exemplary embodi 
ment, tWO retaining elements are provided on the 
side Wall and one on each of the end walls 2, 
all of Such elements being uniformly spaced from 
the lower free edges of the Walls. 

Referring more particularly to Figs, 1, 4 and 7 
of the drawing, the moulding strip 4 as herein 
shown is shaped to present a convex outer face 
portion 6 with inwardly turned flanges 7 and 8 
extending along opposite side edges. In prepar 
ing the moulding strip for application to the 
housing 0, a section of stock cut to suitable 
length to extend around at least three sides of the 
housing is bent into substantial conformity with 
the CrOSS-Sectional shape of the housing, in this 
instance into generally U-shaped configuration. 
The preformed strip thus presents an interme 
diate portion 9 adapted to extend the full length 
of the side wall and end portions 20 adapted 
to extend along the end walls 2. In the present 
instance these end walls are terminated forwardly 
of the rear edge of the housing and the end por 
tions of the strip are preferably rounded off to 
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fit Snugly against the end walls. For convenience 
in shaping of the ends of the strip, the flanges 
it and 8 may be cut off inwardly from the ends 
of the strip, as indicated at 2 (Fig. 4). 
To facilitate the assembly of the moulding strip 
4 with the housing 0, the edge portions of the 

latter adjacent the corners defined by the Side 
and end walls are cut away or notched, as indi 
cated at 22, to provide clearance for the lower 
flange of the strip. In applying the strip the 
flange of the intermediate portion 9 of the 
strip is initially hooked over the free edge of the 
side wall f, the strip being tilted to the position 
shown in Fig. 3 to allow the wall to enter between 
the flanges. The end portions 20 of the strip 
are then rocked downwardly and the upper flange 
f8 is snapped over the retaining elements or ledges 
5 on the side Wall fl. The rocking movement 

of the end portions 20 is continued until they are 
depressed sufficiently to enable the lower flange 
7 thereof to be hooked over the free or exposed 

edge of the associated end Wall 2 of the housing. 
The end portions are then returned to positions 
substantially parallel to the edges of the end Walls 
and the upper flanges 8 are Snapped over the 
adjacent retaining elements or ledges 5. 
In bending the moulding strips into their U 

shaped form, the end portions 20 are preferably 
set at an angle such that they are yieldably urged 
against the end walls f 2 of the housing. This 
serves to maintain the flanges f3 in effective en 
gagement with the retaining elements 5. The 
end portions 20 of the strip are thus securely 
anchored and are thus enabled to maintain a 
similar engaging relation between the upper 
flange of the intermediate portion 9 of the strip 
and the retaining elements 5 on the side wall 
of the housing. The strip and housing are there 
fore effectively retained in assembled relation. 
As no screws or similar fasteners are required for 
securing the parts together, the moulding strip 
presents a smooth and attractive appearance. 

It will be apparent from the foregoing that the 
invention provides a novel article and moulding 
strip assembly which is inexpensive to manu 
facture and assemble, and which presents a neat 
and attractive appearance. The novel method of 
applying the moulding strip to the article mate 
rially reduces the time and labor involved, with 
a consequent Saving in COSt. 

I claim as my invention: 
1. The combination with an open ended shell 

of sheet metal or the like having upright side and 
end walls with exposed lower free edges and 
retaining elements on said walls defining out 
Wardly directed upwardly facing ledges spaced 
from the free edges of said walls, of a moulding 
strip of channel croSS Section having an inter 
mediate portion of substantially the same length 
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4. 
as the side Wall of the shell and rearwardly turned 
end portions slightly shorter than the end Walls 
of the shell, said strip having a lower inturned 
flange throughout substantially its entire length 
hooked under the free edges of the end walls 
and one side wall of the shell, and an upper in 
turned fange extending Substantially the entire 
length of said strip and engaged with said ledges, 
the lower edges of the side and end Walls of the 
shell being cut away at the corners formed by the 
Walls to provide clearance for the moulding Strip 
in its assembly with the shell. 

2. The combination With a generally rectan 
gular sheet metal article open at one end, of a 
channel-shaped moulding strip extending around 
at least three sides of the article and masking the 
edge thereof adjacent its Open end, Said mould 
ing strip having a continuous inwardly turned 
flange at one edge hooked over the edge of Said 
article, a series of retaining elements on said 
article defining ledges projecting outwardly from 
the surface of the article and uniformly spaced 
from the edge of the article, said strip having an 
inwardly turned flange along its other edge en 
gaged with said elements to hold the strip in 
aSSembled relation with the article, the edge por 
tions of Said article adjacent the corners thereof 
being notched to facilitate assembly of the strip 
with the article. 

3. A sheet metal article having, in combination, 
a. Side wall and end Walls disposed substantially 
at right angles thereto and connected therewith 
by integral corner portions, said side and end 
Walls each presenting at least one free edge all 
disposed in a common plane, retaining elements 
formed on the outer faces of said walls defining 
ledges uniformly spaced from their free edges, a 
moulding strip for masking the free edges of said 
walls comprising an intermediate portion of a 
length corresponding to the width of said side 
Wall, and end portions disposed substantially at 
right angles to said intermediate portion, a con 
tinuous inwardly turned flange extending along 
One edge of said moulding strip hooked over the 
free edges of said walls, and an inwardly turned 
flange extending along the other edge of said 
moulding Strip engaged with the ledges defined by 
said retaining elements to hold the moulding strip 
in aSSembled relation With Said walls. 
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