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To all whom it may concern: 

Akron, in the county of Summit and State 
of Ohio, have invented new and useful Im 
provements in Spike-Holders, of which the 

from the edge 12 to provide an opening 14 following is a specification. 
This invention relates to a holding device 

for spikes, especially spikes used for hold 
ing railroad rails on ties, and the object 
thereof is to provide a simple and effective 
device to prevent the spike from. Working 
upwardly out of the tie and also to consti 
tute a shield for preventing, to a certain ex 
tent, the entrance of moisture into the tie 
along the sides of the spikes. 
With the foregoing and other objects in 

view, the invention consists in the novel con 
struction, combination and arrangement of 
parts constituting the invention to be here 
inafter specifically described and illustrated 
in the accompanying drawings which form 
a part hereof wherein is shown the preferred 
embodiment of the invention, but it is to be 
understood that changes, variations and 
modifications can be resorted to which come 
within the scope of the claims hereunto ap pended. 

In the drawings in which similar refer 
ence numerals indicate like parts in the dif 
ferent figures Figure 1, is a perspective 
view of my improved spike-holder in opera 
tive position with respect to a rail and tie; 
Fig. 2, is a transverse, vertical, sectional 
view of the device shown in Fig. 1; and, 
Fig. 3, is a perspective view of a portion of 
the mechanism employed. 

Referring to the drawings in detail, the 
reference numeral 1 denotes a rail seated 
upon a tie 2, the rail being provided with 
the usual base flanges 3. 
My device embodies a member preferably 

formed of bent sheet-metal embodying a flat 
base-portion 4 which is inserted under the 
rail and rests on the upper face of the tie. 
Extending upwardly and at an acute in 
clination with the base 4 is a portion 5, the 
inclination of which is such as to provide a 
V-shaped member and of suitable conforma 
tion to partially inclose the lateral portion 
of the base flange. Extending approxi 
mately vertically from the portion 5 is an 
upright portion 6 preferably provided with 
one or more openings 7 to receive a detach 
able cotter-pin 8. Mounted on the upright 
portion 6 is a vertically shiftable member 
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comprising side flanges 10 united by an 
approximately flat web 11 preferably hav 
ing at one end a slightly upturned edge 12. 
Below the web 11 and connected to the ends 
of the flanges 10 is a cross-bar 13 separated 

between them. The edge 12 is above the 
bar 13 and is adapted in coöperation with 
one edge of the bar 13 to constitute a clamp 
ing member adapted to engage the upright 

. . . . . . . . 19 hereinafter designated as a keeper, usually 
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portion 6 when the longer end of the keeper 
9 is raised, but when the application of force 
for the raising of the keeper 9 is applied 
near the cross-bar 13 the keeper 9 may be 
easily raised without engaging the upright 
portion f 
In practice, the base portion 4 is forced 

under the rail and a spike 15 is then driven 
adjacent to the rail in such a position that 
the head 16 thereof will preferably rest on 
the inclined portion 5, after which the 
keeper 9 is positioned by passing the same 
downwardly over the upright portion, 6, 
which passes upwardly through the opening 
14. The web 11 of the keeper 9 is adapted 
to rest on the head of the spike and prevent 
its unintentional working upwardly and 
also constitutes a form of shield for turning 
aside rain and moisture and preventing 
their entering the tie around the sides of 
the spike. In order to prevent uninten 
tional removal of the keeper 9 I customarily 
insert a cotter-pin in the opening 7. 

I claim: 
1. The combination with a rail and tie of 

a V-shaped member one leg of which is po 
sitioned under the flange of the rail and 
with its companion member immediately 
above said flange, said companion provided 
with an upright portion and a keeper shift 
ably mounted on the upright portion with 
its extended end adapted to rest on the head 
of a spike for holding the latter against up 
ward movement. 

2. The combination with a rail and tie of 
a member adapted to be inserted under and 
be forced downwardly by the weight of the 
rail, said member provided with an upright 
portion, and a vertically shiftable keeper on 
said upright portion adapted to engage the 
head of a spike used for holding a rail, to 
hold the former against upward movement. 

3. A device for holding spikes in position 
comprising a member engaging under and 
forced downwardly by a rail, said member 
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embodying an upwardly-extending portion, 
and a vertically shiftable keeper on said up right portion a portion of which is arranged 

... O 

to rest on the head of a spike for holding the 
same against upward movement. 

4. A device for holding railroad spikes in 
position embodying a member engaging un 
der the flange of the rail and provided with an upwardly-extending portion, a keeper 
shiftably mounted on said upright portion 
and arranged to engage the head of the 
spike, said keeper provided with means en 
gaging said upright portion of said member 
to prevent its unintentional upward move 
ment. , 

5. A device for holding railroad spikes 
against upward movement embodying a 
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member adapted to be engaged and forced 
downwardly by the flange of the rail, said 
member provided with an upright portion, 20 
a keeper mounted on said upright portion 
adapted to be freely movable in a downward 
direction and adapted to engage said up 
right portion to prevent its unintentional 
upward movement, said keeper provided 
with a portion adapted to engage the head 
of a spike. - 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 

my hand in presence of two subscribing wit 
eSSeS. 

GEORGE W. WRIGHT. 
Witnesses: - 

C. E. HuMPHREY, 
A. L. McCLINTOCK. 
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