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My invention relates, more EE to holders for piles of different kinds of sheets 
from which sheets are to be selectively drawn and more particularly, though not exclusive 
ly, to holders for different kinds of sheets 
which are to be assembled, by insertion, in a 
predetermined order, with sets of other sheets, as for example, signatures compris 
ing elements of which books are to be formed. My primary object is to provide a holder 
of such construction that the operator may, 
with the maximum ease and without undue 
reaching, withdraw the different kinds of 
sheets from the piles thereof and in the prop 
er order for assembly into the desired sets 
and in the case of inserts to complete signa 
tures, by insertion of the sheets into the de 
sired locations in the signatures. Referring to the accompanying drawing:- 

Figure 1 is a plan view of a holder con 
structed in accordance with my invention. 

Figure 2 is a section taken at the line 2 
on Fig. 1 and viewed in the direction of the 
arrOW. 

Figure 3 is a section taken at the line 3 on 
Fig.1 and viewed in the direction of the air 
rows; and Figure 4, a broken, enlarged, view in front 
elevation of the holder with piles of sheets in 
serted therein. 
The holder, shown as designed for the 

supporting of four separate piles of sheets 
and constituting by its features of construc 
tion the preferred embodiment of my inven 
tion, comprises a plurality of parallel sheet 
supporting plates 5, 6, 7 and 8 arranged one 
above the other in spaced relation, and off 
set, or stepped, relative to each other both 
forwardly and laterally, as shown, these 
plates being preferably of smaller area than 
the sheets which they are to support, where 
by the sheets, when positioned in the holder, 
will extend at edges thereof outwardly be 
yond adjacent edges of these plates prefer 
ably not only in a forward direction but also 
laterally beyond the left-hand edges of these 
plates as represented in Fig. 4 wherein the 
piles of sheets are indicated at 9. - 
At the back and at the right-hand side 

of each plate, in the particular construction 

shown, are provided stop means in the form 
of abutments, for engagement with the ad 
jacent edges of the piles of sheets placed in 
the holder, to cause the sheets of each pile thereof to assume the overlapping, stepped, 
or fan, condition at the forward and left 
hand s of each pile thereof, as repre 
sented of the left-hand edges of the two piles 
of sheets shown in Fig. 4. 
The stop, or abutment, means referred to comprise, in the particular construction ill 

lustrated, plates. 10 and 11 disposed along 
the rear and right-hand edges of each plate 
5, 6, 7 and 8, respectively, these plates in 
clining upwardly toward the centers of these 

t at the angle at which it is desired the 
orward and left-hand edge portions of the 

piles of sheets extend, to provide for the de 
sired degree of overlap of adjacent ones of 
the sheets. 
The plates 5, 6, 7 and 8 may be connected 

together by any suitable means to cause them 
to be maintained in the desired spaced apart 
relation. In the construction shown these 
means comprise the strips 12 and 13 which 
extend upwardly across the rear and right 
hand edges of the plates 5, 6, 7 and 8 and the 
lower edges of the abutment plates 10 and 
11, these several parts being soldered at their 
mutual contacting portions and the upper 
edges of those of the plates 10 and 11 which 
are located between the sheet supporting 
plates being soldered to the plates above them. 

It will be understood from the foregoing 
that the abutment means described, upon in 
troducing the piles of sheets into the several 
sheet-receiving compartments of the holder, 
operate automatically to cause the sheets of 
each pile to assume the overlapped, stepped, 
or fan, condition described. 
The sheets of the several piles thereof are 

thus so positioned by the holder that the 
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operator may readily draw the uppermost 
sheets from the piles thereof selectively, and 
in succession if desired, without the likeli 
hood of drawing with them the sheets there 
beneath, the close and compact grouping of 
the several sheet-supporting plates minimiz 
ing the amount of reaching required of the 
operator in the transfer of the sheets from 00 

  



0. 

15 

2 1,734,818 

the holder to the point of assembly and the separation of the piles of sheets, by separately 
confining them in the several compartments 
of the holder, preventing accidental inter 
mingling of the sheets of the different piles. 
While I have illustrated and described a 

particular construction embodying my inven 
tion, I do not wish to be understood as in 
tending to limit it thereto as the same may 
be variously modified and altered without de 
parting from the spirit of my invention. 
What I claim as new, and desire to secure 

by Letters Patent, is: 
1. A sheet-holder comprising a sheet-sup 

porting portion and inclined means posi 
tioned to be engaged by adjacent edges of 
each sheet of a pile thereof applied to the 
holder and operating to cause sheets to as 
sume fan condition in a plurality of direc 
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tions at angles to each other. 
2. A sheet-holder comprising a plurality 

of sheet-supporting portions arranged one 
above the other and means positioned to be 
engaged by adjacent edges of each sheet of 
the piles thereof /applied to said sheet-sup 
porting portions and operating to cause the 
sheets of the several piles to assume fan con 
dition in a plurality of directions at angles 
to each other. 

3. A sheet-holder comprising a plurality 
of sheet-supporting portions arranged one 
above the other in stepped relation in a plu 
rality of directions at angles to each other 
and means positioned to be engaged by the 
edges of each sheet of the piles thereof ap 
plied to said sheet-supporting portions and 
operating to cause the sheets of the several 
piles to assume fan condition in a plurality 
of directions at angles to each other. 

4. A sheet-holder comprising a plurality 
of sheet-supporting portions arranged one 
above the other in stepped relation in a plu 
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rality of directions at angles to each other 
and a series of sheet-forming members lo 
cated at the rear and at one side of the holder 
for cooperation with said portions, each series 
of said members inclining upwardly and rear wardly. 

PHILIP A. FRAZIER. 


