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To all whom it may concern: ]
Be it known that I, Guy H. PresTon, cap-
tain United States Army, a citizen of the
United States, residing at Fort Myer, in the
county of Alexandria and State of Virginia,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
rovements in Field-Ration Mess-Kits; -and

‘I do hereby declare the following to be a full,

clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the
same. , S ‘ :

My invention relates to field ration mess
kits, and the object of my invention is to

make a field-ration mess-kit: of such form

and relative dimensions that the individual
receptacles shall have the greatest possible
utility, strength, and simplicity when used
separately, and at the same time occupy the

smallest possible space when stowed for car--

riage. - This object I attain, in part, by

extending the mouth. of the canteen in the

form of the neck of a bottle of length suffi-
cient to afford a grasp or handle for the
band.  To the shape. of this mneck, the
handles of the various nested receptacles are
made to conform so- that they mneatly fit

about it when packed. The said handles

being curved, or hollow, and made integral
with, ‘or permanently affixed to, their
res%ective receptacles enable me to do away
with the necessity for complicated folding
devices heretofore used whilé at the same
time making them stronger; more durable,
and cheaper of fabrication. - This I regard as
a most distinctive and novel feature of this
invention: The canteen proper is not cov-
ered, as is usual in military services, with felt
or canvas; experience having proven that in
the small air spaces. between it and the
articles nested upon it there is provided an
efficient non-conductor of heat.to insure the
retention of the liquid contents in a cool
condition; -and to accomplish this end, the
pans and cups are made to embrace the
entire surface of the canteen, while breaking
joints, so as to effect a complete inclosure,
and at the same time shut out warm air.

The assembled kit is carried in a case of
canvas or: other material, "adapted. to - be.

wetted for the evaporative cooling of the

contents of the canteen, all-as will more fully

appear hereinafter. = - ~ S
eferring to -the accompanying drawings

55 forming a part of this specification and in

which like numerals designate like parts in
all the views:—Figure 1, is a perspective
view of my field ration mess-kit when taken
from its case, showing the parts in their
nested condition.  Fig.. 2, a perspective
view of the parts ready to be nested. Fig. 3,
& view of the case adapted to receive the
parts as shown in Fig. 1, and showing the

.disposition of -the knife, fork and spoon.

Tig. 4, a detail showing how the knife, fork,
or spoon may be used as a lifter to hold the
hot cooking utensils, and Fig. 5, a detail of
the neck of the canteen, showing how the
neck of the case and the handles of the
utensils nest there around. V

The individual parts may be made of any
suitable shape_—ang of any suitable material,
but I prefer to make the canteen 1, of metal
for soldiers’ use, and of glass for campers or
sportsmen’s use, and to round all corners to
such. an extent as will facilitate the manu-
facture and nesting of the said parts.

2, represents the neck- of the canteen,
which is preferably made sufficiently long to
afford an easy grasp by the palm of the hand.

-3, indicates a pan provided with a handle
4, and 5, another similar pan provided with
a handle 6.
made on their interior of dimensions one half
the outside dimensions of the canteen, so
that they snugly fit and cover the outside of
body portion 1, and the handles 5 and 6, are
each likewise made of one half the outside
dimensions of the neck 2, so that they snugly
fit and cover said neck.

7, designates a cup, and 8, its handle. The
body portion of the cup 7,is ' made of such a
shape and dimensions that it will snugly fit
over the ends of and cover one half of each of
the bodies of the pans 3 and 5, after they are
nested on the canteen; and the handle 8, will
likewise fit over and snugly cover one half of

‘each of thehandles 4-and 6, in their nested

positions; thus covering the joints made b
said pans and handles on oné half of the can-
teen. ' s :

9, represents a receptacle adapted to fit

‘|:over the other ends and tocover the. other

half of the pans 3 and 5, as well as the joint
made by such pans on the other half of the
canteen. This receptacle 9,1is provided with
a half round-notch 10, into:which one of the
handles 4 or 6, fits when in its nested posi-
tion. Over the receptacle 9, the receptacle
11, is adapted to fit, and I may provide as

These pans are each preferably
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many receptacles 6 and 11, as is found desir-
able. These receptacles when taken in pairs
make a good lunch box for greasy food, since
they can be telescoped the one into the other
and carried in the saddle bag, haversack,
pocket or other place if desired. These re-
ceptacles serve as extra receptacles at mess,
and also to cool hot liquids.

When the parts are assembled as shown in
Fig. 1, the whole is slipped into the case 12,
the neck 13, of which fits over the neck 2, and
handles 6 and 8, in their nested position, and
the hinged bottom 14, of which closes around
the bottom portions of the nested kit, to be
tastened by the buckle or other fastening
means 15,

In the bottom 14, are accommodated a
knife, a fork and a spoon 16, as shown, each
of which is provided with a handle having a
bent projection, or lug 17, adapted to fit into
the holes 18, made in each of the handles 4,
6 and 8, as shown, very much like a stove
lifter fits into the lid of a stove; and they
thereby afford a means of readily handling
each of the cooking utensils 3, 5 and 7, while
hot.

The neck 2, of the canteen is preferably
provided with a bead 19, having a flat under-
surface, against which the top edges 20, of
the handles 4, 6 and 8 fit, and thereby pre-
vents liquid from running down between the
cooking utensils and the canteen when drip-
ping from the mouth of the said neck 2.

The neck 13, of the cover is provided with
a ring 21, to afford a stiffening means to aid
in pulling the cover off and on the kit proper.
22, is one of two rings to afford means for
suspending the kit, from the person or from
the saddle as desired.

1t will thus be observed that I have pro-
duced a mess-kit having handied cooking
utensils, as in my former patent No. 555,882,
March 3, 1896, but that I do not have to em-
ploy the hinges that have been found to be so
objectionable in that patent. Furthermore,
I provide a suitable handle by which both
the canteen and the nested utensils may be
readily grasped at all times, which desirable
feature is not present in my former patent.

The peculiar tapered shape of the handles
4, 6 and 8, serves to greatly strengthen the
same, and when the parts are pressed out of
sheet steel the utensil and handle make an
exceedingly rigid and stiff structure capable
of standing any amount of rough usage.

1t is quite easy for the soldier to overlap
two handles 4 and 6, or 4 and 8, hold them in
one hand, and thereby present two recepta-
cles at the serving out place, instead of one.

I may employ any suitable stoppering
means for my canteen, the corlk 12, being
merely shown as a conventional means.

I do not wish to be understood as limiting
my invention to the exact details of construc-
tion and arrangement of parts above set
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forth, since it is evident that both may be
widely varied without departing from the
spirit of my invention.

What [ claim is:—

1. In a field ration mess-kit, the combina-
tion of a receptacle having a neck, and a sec-
ond receptacle suitable for cooking food
adapted to closely fit the outside of said first
receptacie and having a handle adapted to
closely fit said neck, substantially as de-
scribed.

2. In a field ration mess-kit, the combina-
tion of a receptacle, having a neck, and a plu-
rality of other receptacles suitable for cook-
ing purposes adapted to closely fit and com-
pletely cover the outside of said first men-
tioned receptacle and each of said other re-
ceptacles provided with a handle adapted to
snugly fit and cover said neck, substantially
as described.

3. In a field ration mess-kit, the combina-
tion of a canteen having a neck adapted to be
used as a handle; a plurality of cooking re-
ceptacles provided with handles adapted to
snugly fit and cover the outside of said can-
teen and neck; and a third receptacle adapted
to slip over a portion of said other receptacles
when in_their nested position, substantially
as described.

4. In o field ration mess-kit, the combina-
tion of a canteen having a neck adapted to be
used as a handle; a plurality of receptacles
provided with handles adapted to snugly fit
and cover thie outside of said canteen and
neck, and a third receptacle provided with :
handle adapted to slip over a portion of said
other receptacles when in their nested posi-
tion, and the handle of said third receptacle
also adapted to fit over a portion of the han-
dles of cach of said other receptacles, sub-
stantially as described.

5. In a field ration mess-kit, the combina-
tion of a canteen having a neck adapted to
be used as a handle; a plurality of recepta-
cles provided with handles adapted to
snugly fit and cover the outside of said can-
teen and neck; a third receptacle adapted to
slip over a portion of said other receptacles
when in their nested position, and a fourth
receptacle adapted to fit over said third ve-
ceptacle, said third and fourth receptacles
adapted to telescope into each other to form
a lunch box, substantially as deseribed.

6. In a field ration mess-kit, the combina-~
tion of a receptacle having a neck and a sce-
ond cooking receptacle adapted to closely fit
the outside of said first veceptacle, and hav-
ing a handle adapted to closely fit the outside
of said neck, and said handle having a hole
adapted to receive a suitable lifting instru-
ment, substantially as deseribed.

7. In a field ration mess-kit, the combina-
tion of a canteen having a neck; a plurality
ol cooking receptacles provided with handles
rigid therewith adapted to nest about the
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outside of said canteen and its neck; said
handles .provided with holes, and a casing
adapted to inclose and suspend said canteen
and nested receptacles, and to.accommodate
a spoon provided with a handle having a lug
adapted to enter each of said holes, substan-
tially as desecribed. Lo

8. In a field ration mess-kit, the combina-
tion of a canteen having a neck provided
with a lip; a plurality of coocking receptacles
provided? with handles rigid therewith adapt-
ed to nest about the outside of said canteen
and neck and under said lip, and a casing
adapted to absorb water when wetted, having
means to suspend said canteen and recepta-
cles, and also adapted to store a fork, a spoon
and a kiife, substantially as deseribed.

9. In afield ration mess-kit, the combina-

tion of a canteen having a neck provided
with a lip; a plurality of receptacles pro-
vided with handles rigid therewith adapted
tonest about the outside of said canteen and
neck and under said lip, and a casing adapted
to absorb water when wetted, having a neck
provided with a stiffening ring, and means to
suspend said canteen -and receptacles, and

"also adagted to store a fork, a spoon and a

knife, substantially as described.
In testimony whereof; I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
. GUY H. PRESTON.
Witnesses:
James B. Dopar,
A. W. Nearg, Jr.
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