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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 476, 182 dated May 31, 1892,

Application filed June 8, 1891, Serial No, 395,461,

To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, ERI G. BARER, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Lowell,inthe
county of Middlesex and Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, have invented a certain new
and useful Improvement in Tablet-Display-
ing Devices,of which the followingis a speci-
fication.

My invention relates to tablet-displaying
devices adapted tc hold in a convenient form
a series of tablets orcards on which are writ-
ten or printed lists of names, prices, or dis-
counts, or other things, or written or printed
indexes, and capable of being turned to bring
any such tablet or card in swht of the ob-
server.

In the accompanying drawings, FFiguare 1 is
a front elevation of the device, omitting the
tablets or eards, the Dbearing-studs being
partly in cross-section in the plane of the cen-
ters.or hubs of the cylinder; IFig. 2, a plan of
one of the hubs (the top of the lower hub or
the bottom of the upper hub) and adjacent
parts of the frame-wires; Fig. 3,a plan of the
back board, the upper bearing-stud, the up-
per part of the cylinder, and the tablets or
cards in position; Fig. 4, an enlarged hori-
zontal section of the vertical part of one of
the frame-wires, the groove-plate, and parts
of adjacent tabiets arranged in the grooves of
said plate; Fig.5, a plan of the bottom of the
back board lower bearing-stud, the lower part
of the cylinder, and the tablets or cards in po-
sition; Ifig. 6, a section on theline 6 6 in Fig.

2, sho“ ing ahuband adjacent parts of flame ‘

wires.

A is a back board,adapted to besecured by
screws or nails to the wall of an office or room
in which the device is to be used. B B’ are
bearing-studs secured to the back board A
and projecting horizontally therefrom in the
same vertical plane with each other. The
“gylinder” C, so called by analogy and not
because it is eylindrical in a strictly geometri-
cal sense, may be made of any suitable mate-
rial, but, as represented in the drawings, con-
gists principally of a frame-work of wires ¢,
to which are secured groove-plates C’, adapt-
ed to receive the edges of tablets or cards D.
Said frame-wires chave vertical parallel parts
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¢, arranged at equal angular intervals from
aeh othel and at equal distances from the
axis of the cylinder C, said frame-wires c
above and below'the vertical part ¢’ being
bent inwardly at ¢*in radial planes nearly to
the center of said-eylinder, and then at ¢
bent away from the ends of the body of said
cylinder par allel with each other and with the
axis of said cylinder, the parts c¢® entering
ferrules ¢! ¢% to which said parts ¢® are sol-
dered or secured by filling said ferrules with
melted solder or -other easily-fusible: and
quickly-cocling metal or material. The fer-
rules ¢* ¢® serve as-hubs or journals which
enter and turn fréely in holes b 4’ in-the
bearing-studs B B’. . The intervals between
the frame-wires c:are maintained by brace
wires or hoops ¢® ¢7, soldered to the radial
or nearly-radial parts or spokes c¢* of said
wires ¢, the upper one ¢® of said hoops being
somewhat smaller:tha-u the circumference of
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the cylinder C in order not to interfere with-~

the placing of the tablets or cards D in the
groove-plates C’, and the lower one ¢’ of said
hoops being arranged below the lower ends of
said groove-plates “to serve as a support for
said tablets or cards, and being preferably
corrugated, as shown at ¢® in Fig. 3, partly to
improve the appearance thereof and partly to
enable the cylinder Cto beturned readily by
placing thefingersonsaid corrugations,which
extend outside of the tablets or cards, except
at the groove-plates, to prevent soiling said
tablets or cards by the fingers in turning the
cylinder. The groove-plates C’ are strips of
sheet metal, as tin-plate or sheet-brass, (best
shown in Tig. 4,) each plate C’ being attached
at the middle by solder to the outside of a
vertical part ¢’ of a frame-wire ¢, and on each
side of said part ¢’ bent outward at ¢, and
then inward at ¢! between the bend ¢’ and
the side edge of said plate C” to form a groove
¢4, to receive one of theside edges of a tablet
or card D. Each tablet or card isinserted in
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the top ends of a groove ¢! of one groove- gs

plate and of the adjacent groove ¢! of the
next groove-plate and pushed down until the
bottom of said tablet or card mear its side
edges rests upon the lower brace-hoop ¢/, above
described. )
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The tablets or cards are of any suitable
sheet material, as paperorcard-board,adapted
to bepainted orto be written or printed upon.
The cylinder may be turned easily and quick-
1y to expose each tablet to the same light or
to show the tablets successively to the ob-
server without the latter changing his posi-
tion. Upon the tablets or cards may be writ-
ten, printed, or painted ledger-page indexes,
shipping-lists, address-lists, price-lists, dis-
count-lists, or other tabulated or alphabeti-
cally-arranged information to which frequent
reference needs to be made and which is
usually arranged in book form.

The device is particularly useful as a di-
rectory of alphabetically-arranged names of
telephone subsecribers, and in any of the
cases above referred to may be consulted in
a small fraction of the time required in turn-
ing the leaves of a book and will always be
found in the same place, while a book is fre-
quently misplaced.

I claim as my invention—

1. The cylinder comprising hubs or jour-
nals, frame-wires secured to said hubs and
having parts parallel with each other and
with the axis of said eylinder, plates secured
to said parallel parts of said frame-wires and
having grooves adapted to receive tablets or
cards, and brace-wires secured to said frame-
wires to hold said frame-wiresin their proper
positions relatively to each other, one of said
brace-wires being arranged nearer to the cen-
ter-of said cylinder than said plates at the
top of said cylinder and the other of said
brace-wires being secured to said frame-wires
below the grooves of said plates to support
such tablets or cards, as and for the purpose
specified.

2. The eylinder comprising hubs or jour-
nals, frame-wires secured to said hubs and
having parts parallel with each other and
with the axis of said cylinder, plates secured
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to said parallel partsof said frame-wiresand
having grooves adapted to receive tablets or
cards, and brace-wires secured to said frame-
wires to hold said frame-wires in their proper
positions relatively to each other, one of said
brace-wires being arranged nearer to the cen-
tér of said cylinder than said plates at the
top of said cylinder and the other of said
brace-wires being secured to said frame-wires
below the grooves of said plates to support
such tablets or cards, and between said plates
adapted to extend beyond such cards toenable
said eylinder to be turned by applying the
fingers to said last-named brace-wire, as and
for the purpose specified. :

3. The eylinder comprising hubs or jour-
nals, frame-wires secured to said hubs and
having parts parallel with each other and
with the axis of said cylinder, plates secured

| to said parallel parts of said frame-wires and

having grooves adapted to receive tablets or
cards, and brace-wires secured tosaid frame-
wires to hold said frame-wires in their proper
positions relatively to each other, one of said
brace-wires being arranged nearer to the een-
ter of said cylinder than said plates at the

| top of said cylinder and the other of said

brace-wires being secured to said frame-wires
below the grooves of said plates to support
such tablets or cards and between said plates
adapted to extend beyond such cards to en-
able said cylinder to be turned by applying
the fingers tosaid last-named brace-wire, said
last-named brace-wire being corrugated in
order to be more readily engaged by the fin-
gers, as and for the purpose speeified.

In witness whereof I have signed this speci-
fication, in the presence of two attesting wit-
nesses, this 3d day of June, A. D. 1891.

ERI G. BAKER.

Witnesses:

ALBERT M. MOORE,
MyrtiE C. BEALS.
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