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LAMP

(57) Abstract: A method of operating a planar fluorescent
lamp employed as a large back light in a large liquid crystal
television. The interference of discharge (disorder of fluo-
rescent discharge) between a plurality of sets of adjacent
cylindrical electrodes (6) can be prevented when the pla-
nar fluorescent lamp is operated by applying an AC voltage
from an operating unit (10) through operating lead wires (5)
to the cylindrical electrodes (6). In the planar fluorescent
lamp, an AC voltage is applied from the operating unit (10)
to every two or three sets of cylindrical electrodes such that
one set or two sets of the cylindrical electrodes adjacent to a
set of cylindrical electrodes in an on state are in an off state
at all times. Time-division operation is performed such that
the sets of cylindrical electrodes to which an AC voltage is
applied and the sets of cylindrical electrodes to which an
AC voltage is not applied are switched sequentially at a rate
not causing any flickering.
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