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To al chon, it may concer: 
Beit known that I, JoBN V. MATHEws, 

of Killbourn, in the county of Delaware and 
State of Ohio, have invented certain nev 
and useful Improvements in Rail Fence; 
and dohereby declare that the following is 
a full, clear, and exact description thereof, 
that will enable others skilled in the art to 
whichit appertainsto make and use the same, 
reference being had to the accompanying 
draving and to the letters of reference marked 
thereon, Which form a part of this specifica 
tion. 
The nature of my invention consists in the 

construction and arrangement of a fence, as 
Will behereinafter more fully set forth. 

In Order to enable others skilled in the art 
to Which myinvention appertains to make and 
use the same, I Will now proceed to describe 
its construction and operation, referring to the 
annexed drawing in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view, showinga 
cornerofmyfence with postfor straightfence, 
and also for the panel When the bars are to be 
let down. Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the 
corner-post; and Fig. 3 shows the construc 
tion of the post When used on inclined ground 
or on the side of a hill. 
The fence-posts or supports for the rails 

forming the panels of my fence, each consist 
of a sill Atwo upright bars, B B, and two 
braces, C O. The sill Ais to be made ofany 
suitable length to forma firm and steady sup 
port on both sides of thefence. Thetwo bars 
or standards BB,are secured in an upright 
position atright angles to the sill A, and such 
a distance apartin the center of the sillas to 
leave just suficient room for the rails to be 
inserted between them. The lover ends of 
the bars or standards B Bare let into the sill 
A, and then nails, screws, or bolts passed 
through the thus joined portions to unite them 
firmly and securely together, as shown. The 
upper ends of the standards are let into and 
mailed or otherwisefastened to a cap-piece, D, 
whichthus unites these ends of the standards 
firmlytogether, The lower ends of the braces 
C Gare in like mammer firmly secured to the 
sill A,a suitable distance from its ends, and 
the upper ends of the braces areslantinglylet 
into and nailed or otherwise fastened to the 

standards BB, the extreme ends of the braces 
bearing againsta cross-piece, E, let into and 
secured to the standards a suitable distance 
below the cap-piece D. G. G represent the 
rails, the ends of Which from adjoining panels 
are placed alternately, between the standards 
BB, and fit in alternate notches made in the 
inner sides of saidrails, as shown ata, a, Fig. 
1 and the bottom railis notched as shown at 
b, sane figure, to fit on the sill, Whereby the 
rails are all held suficiently firm in the fence 
posts. G' G" represent the top rails of the 
fence, the ends of which from adjoining panels 
are halved into each other and placed between 
the standards BB, and between the cap-piece 
D, and cross-piece E, so that the top of the 
fence will be of uniform height. At the cor 
ners, or Where angles are desired in the fence, 
the same postis used, only the standards BB 
are as much further apart as Will allow the 
rails of the two panels to pass between them 
alternately at the proper angle, and they may 
be notched into the sill and standards, as 
above described. At the panel Where itis de 
sired to have bars to letdown, the posts are 
to have three standards, as shown at H, Fig. 
1, with cross-bars E E at suitable intervals 
let into the standards in the same mammer and 
parallel with the cross-bar E. Upon these 
cross-bars E, between two of the standards, 
the rails of the adjoining panel are supported 
and held by being notched into them, if de 
sired, while the bars are supported by the 
same cross-bars in the spaces formed by the 
third standard. 

InFig. 3 Ihave shown myfence-post adapt 
ed to ahill-side or inclined ground, it being 
constructed in precisely the same manneras 
above described, with the exception that the 
sill Ais at an angle with the standards B B, 
and one brace, C, shortened and the other correspondingly lengthened. 
Under ordinary circumstances the fence 

thus constructed Will be firm enough Without 
being staked to the ground ; butif it is de 
sired to sofastenit pins d? are passed through 
the ends of the sills into the ground, said sil 
ends being beveled as shown, for that pur 
pose. 
When used as a prairie-fence, vhere bt 

three or four rails are required the rails Wouli 
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rest upon the Cross-bars, eachrailbeing notched 
On the Outside So as to hold the standards 
firmly in place. 

Having thus fully described my invention, 
what I claimas new, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is 

In combination with the sill A, standards 
BB, braces O C, cap D, and cross-bar E, the 
rails G G, When the latter are notched to re 
ceive the standards and each other, the Whole 

adapted for straight fence, corners, side-hill 
fence, and bars, substantially as and for the 
purpose specified, 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 
have hereunto set my hand this 28th day of 
March, 1873. 

JOIN V. MATIEVS. 
Vitnesses: 

WM. K. ELLIs, 
JOIN A. ELLIS. 

  


