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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, Arserr Poruemus,
a citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Jersey City, in the county of Hudson and
b State of New Jersey, have invented a new
and TImproved Outlet-Box Construction,
of which the following is a full, clear, and
exact description.
This invention relates to an outlet box
10 construction, and has for an object the pro-
vision of such a box construction as will
adapt itself for very ready insertion in a
wall, ceiling or the like.
Another object resides in the provision of
15 means in connection with the ordinary outlet
box construction which will enable any
workman, skilled or not, to quickly and
easily fasten the box in position flush with
the desired surface, such as the surface of
20 the plaster on a wall.

A further object resides in the particular
construction and arrangement of parts
which are hereinafter described and claimed
and shown in the accompanying drawings.

The invention is illustrated in the draw-
ings, of which—

Figure 1 is a front elevation of the box.

Fig. 2 1s a vertical longitudinal section
taken through the box.

Fig. 3 is a transverse horizontal section
taken on the line 3—38 of Fig. 1.

The form of the invention shown in the
drawings is a preferred form, although it is
understood that meodifications in the con-
struction and arrangement of the parts and
in the character of the materials used may
be adopted without departing from the
spirit of the invention.

One of the great difficulties experienced
in the handling of outlet boxes and the in-
stallation of these boxes in walls, ceilings,
ete., resides in the lack of ready adjustability
of these boxes to various constructions.
Where different types of lathing and dif-
ferent thicknesses of plaster are used, it is
sometimes difficult to readily insert a box
so that its open face will be flush with the
plaster. Tt is to eliminate these difficulties
that T have conceived the simple and readily
50 adjustable device, forming an improvement
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over the ordinary type of outlet box, which
is hereinafter described and claimed.

The invention is usually adapted to be
used in connection with an outlet box which
it is desired to support from a fixed sup-
port, such as a lath 1, and in proper relative
position with respect to any desired thick-
ness of plaster 2. The box is an open-ended
box 8 of wusual construction having flat
flanges 4 generally disposed flush with the
surface of the plaster 2 so that cover plates
can be attached thereto to cover the opening
in which the box is disposed. Preferably,
to opposite sides of the box I fasten a mov-
able plate 5 having a slot 6 embracing an ad-
justable screw 7 which can be tightened or
loosened to clamp the plate 5 in any desired
position or release it for sliding movement
along the surface of the box. It is under-
stood that there are two of these plates 5 dis-
posed, preferably, on opposite sides of the
box. Tach of the plates 5 is provided with
a plurality of projecting portions or fingers
such as 9, 10, 11 and 12. These fingers are
preferably bent out of the metal of the plate
5 itself and are adapted to project through
slots 18 and 14. These slots are preferably
parallel and formed in the side walls of the
box 3. In the form shown in the drawings
there are four fingers projecting from each
plate, two from each side of each plate. For
instance, the fingers 9 and 10 projecting
from one side of the plate 5 are spaced apart
a desired distance to grip the lathing 1
therebetween. After this engagement of the
fingers with the lathing is effected, the screw
7 can be inserted and tightened to clamp the
plate with respect to the body portion. The
body portion has, of course, in the meantime
been adjusted so that the flanges 4 ave dis- 99
posed substantially flush with the surface of
the plaster 2. It will be observed that by
entirely removing the screw 7 the plate 5
can be taken out of the box, which can then
be used in the ordinary manner if desired. %%
It is a simple matter, however, when it is
desired to use these slidable plates 5, to in-
sert the respective fingers in their proper
slots, properly associate them with the lath-
ing, and then slide the box along until the
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desired position is attained. Any workman
not specially skilled can do this in a very
short time.
What I claim is:
5 An outlet box construction which includes
a pair of slidable plates disposed within the

box and having slots thereon, screws mount- .

ed on the box and having heads extending

through said slots for adjusting the position
of the plates in said box, said box having
slots adjacent said plates, and a pair of fin-
gers on each plate extending through the
respective slots to engage with any suitable
supports, such as lathing or plaster.
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