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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, PAUL P. ADOLPH, a 

subject of the German Emperor, and resi 
dent of the city of New York, in the county 
of New York and State of New York, have 
invented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Match-Boxes, of which the follow 
ing is a specification. 
The present invention relates to match 

boxes, and more particularly to that type 
which can be attached to a wall or other sup 
port and used as a match safe. 
One of the objects of the invention is to 

produce a device of this character which is 
simple in construction, efficient in operation, 
and which can be readily and economically 
assembled. . 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a match box which, although possessing 
a number of the advantages over those here 
tofore in use, can be made as cheaply as the 
match boxes now generally employed. 
With these and other objects in view, 

which will appear as the nature of the in 
vention is better understood, the same con 
sists in the combination, arrangement and 
construction of parts hereinafter fully de 
scribed, pointed out in the appended claims 
and illustrated in the accompanying draw 
ings, it being understood that many changes 
may be made in the size and proportion of 
the several parts and minor details of con 
struction without departing from the spirit 
or sacrificing any of the advantages of the 
invention. 
One of the many possible embodiments of 

the invention is illustrated in the accom 
panying drawings, in which :- 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a match 
box showing the same in position it occupies 
when opened and hung on the wall ready for 
use as a match safe; Fig. 2 is a similar view 
of the match box in its closed position; Fig. 
3 is a central vertical section taken through 
the box in its open position; and Fig. 4 is a 
plan view of a blank from which the cover 
portion of the box is formed. 
The match box forming the subject matter 

of the present invention consists essentially 
of a match containing receptacle, which is 
inclosed within an outer casing possessing 
several peculiarities as will now be described. 
In the said drawings, the numeral 10 indi 

cates a rectangular receptacle which consists 
of a bottom 11, two sides 12, 12, and the ends 
13. Into this receptacle are placed the 

matches in the usual manner. The recepta 
cle 10, is inclosed within an outer casing 14. 
The blank of paper or card-board, cut to the required shape for forming the casing, is 
shown in Fig. 4 of the drawings. The body 
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of the casing consists of a back portion 15, 
two side portions 16 and 17, and a front por. 
tion. 18. These portions are divided by 
longitudinal folding lines 19, 19, and the 
front portion by a similar folding line 20 
from a fold 21, which, when cemented to 
gether with the side 17 by glue or other ad 
hesive material, will hold the parts forming the body of the casing firmly in position. 
The bottom of the casing is made up of two 
flaps 22, 23, and the folds 24 and 25, which 
are formed by folding the blank along a 
transverse line 26. The fold 24 is provided 
with projections 24', 24, which are adapted 
to engage slits 24, 25 in the fold 25, when 
the parts are assembled. The other end of 
the casing comprises two flaps 27 and 28, and 
a cover 29, which are formed by folding the 
blank along the transverse line 30. The 
cover 29 is made longer than the thickness of 
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the box, and is provided at its outer end with 
an extension 31, which is adapted to be in 
serted between the front portion 18 of the 
casing and the receptacle 10. The cover 29 
is furthermore provided with two perfora 
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tions 32, 32, which register when the cover is 
folded along the transverse dividing line 33, 
and by means of which the box can be hung 
upon a hook when it is desired to be used as 
a match safe. 
The front portion 18 of the casing is 

divided by a transverse incision 34 into two 
sections 18 and 18'. The ends of this in 
cision run parallel with and at a distance 
from the folding line 26 which is somewhat 
larger than the thickness of a match, while 
the middle part of the incision is arranged 
at a distance from the folding line 26 which 
is somewhat larger than the thickness of two 
fingers of a person. The purpose of this ar 
rangement will be hereinafter fully de 
scribed. 
In the flap 23 is provided a slit 35, and in 

the flap 22 a wedge-shaped incision 36. 
When the card-board bounded by this wedge 
shaped incision is bent out of the plane of 
the blank, a tongue 37 will be formed which 
is adapted to pass into the slit 35. 
When preparing the match box for ship 

ment, the fold 21 is fastened to the side 17, 
the tongue 37 bent out of the plane of the 
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blank, the flaps 22 and 23 folded at right an 
gles to the front portion 18 and the rear por 
tion 15, respectively, and the folds 24 and 25 
engaged with each other by their projections 
and slits. The receptacle 10, having been 
previously filled with matches, is then slid 
into the casing with its open part in contact 
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with the front portion 18 of the latter. The 
flaps 27 and 28 are then folded upon the end 
13 of the receptacle, and that portion of the 
cover 29 which lies between the folding line 
33 and its outer edge is inserted between the 
front portion 18 of the casing and the recep 
tacle 10, whereby the match box is ready for 
shipment. It will be observed that an en 
tirely closed match box is thus provided 
which may be handled with less care than 
the match boxes heretofore in use, and the 
receptacle 10 will still be held safely, in posi 
tion in its casing 14. 
When the match box is to be used as a 

match safe, the cover 29 is brought into the 
plane of the rear portion 15, and its perfo 
rations brought into engagement with a 
hook or nail upon a wall or support. The 
section 18 of the front portion 18 is then separated along the longitudinal folding 
lines 19 and 20 from the section 18’’, and 
pulled outward, together with the flap 22, 
until the tongue 37 of the latter is engaged 
with the slit 35 in the flap 23. By this op 
eration an opening 38 is formed in the front 
portion of the casing. The matches can be 
readily removed from the match box one 
after the other at the bottom of said opening 
in a substantially horizontal position, the en 
larged part of the opening permitting the 
fingers to be inserted into the box. When 
the portion 18 and the flap 22 are pulled 
outward, the section 18' will stand at an 
angle to the plane of the flap 22 and provide 
thereby with the said flap a tray, as it were, 
for the matches. 

It will be observed that only one match 
can be removed from the box at a time, and 
this feature makes the device valuable in 
case such articles are held within the box 
which should be handled by the user only, 
as for instance tooth picks. 

It will be observed that the receptacle 10 
does not form an essential part of the de 
vice, since the matches or other articles 
could be placed into the casing directly. 
What I claim is: 
1. In a match box, the combination with 

a receptacle having a bottom, two sides and 
two ends, of a casing which receives said 
receptacle and comprises a front divided by 
a transverse incision into an upper section 
and a comparatively smaller lower section, 
a rear, two side walls, a cover, a flap having 
a slit and adapted to be folded upon the 
lower end of said receptacle, a flap made 
integral with the lower section of said front 
having a tongue and adapted to be folded 
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upon said first-named flap, a bottom hold 
ing said flaps in folded positions, said lower 
section of said front being adapted to be 
separated from the upper section and to be 
pulled outward until said tongue is brought 
into engagement with said slit, whereby an 
opening is formed in said front through 
which the contents of said receptacle may be 
removed. 

2. In a match box, the combination with 
a receptacle having a bottom, two sides and 
two ends, of a casing which receives said 
receptacle and comprises a front divided 
by a transverse incision into an upper sec 
tion and a comparatively smaller lower sec 
tion, the ends of said incision running at a 
distance from the lower edge of said front 
which corresponds about to the thickness of 
the matches contained in said receptacle, a 
rear, two side walls, a cover, a flap having 
a slit and adapted to be folded upon the 
lower end of said receptacle, a flap made in 
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tegral with the lower section of said front 
having a tongue and adapted to be folded 
upon said first-named flap, a bottom hold 
ing said flaps in folded positions, said lower 
section and said front being adapted to 
be separated from the upper section and to 
be pulled outward until said tongue is 
brought into engagement with said slit, 
whereby an opening is formed in said front 
through which the matches in said recep 
tacle may be removed one after the other. 

3. A box comprising a front divided by a 
transverse incision into an upper section and 
a comparatively smaller lower section, a 
rear, two side walls, a cover, a flap having a 
slit and adapted to be folded in a plane at 
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right angles to said side walls, a flap made 
integral with the lower section of said front 
having a tongue and adapted to be folded 
upon said first-named flap, a bottom holding 
said flaps in folded positions, said lower 
section of said front being adapted to be 
separated from the upper section and to be 
pulled outward until said tongue is brought 
into engagement with said slit, whereby an 
opening is formed in said front through 
which the contents of said box may be re 
moved. 

4. A match box comprising a front di 
vided by a transverse incision into an upper 
section and a comparatively smaller lower 
section, the ends of said incision running at 
a distance from the lower edge of said front 
which corresponds about to the thickness of 
the matches contained in said box, a rear, 
two side walls, a cover, a flap having a slit 
and adapted to be folded in a plane at right. 
angles to said side walls, a flap made in 
tegral with the lower section of said front 
having a tongue and adapted to be folded 
upon said first-named flap, a bottom hold 
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ing said flaps in folded positions, said lower 
section of said front being adapted to be 
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separated from the upper section and to be 
pulled outward until said tongue is brought 
into engagement with said slit, whereby an 
opening is formed in said front through 
which the matches in said box may be re 
moved one after the other. 

5. In a match box, the combination with 
a receptacle having a bottom, two sides and 
two ends, of a casing which receives said 
receptacle and comprises a front divided by 
a transverse incision into an upper section 
and a comparatively smaller lower section, 
the ends of said incision running at a dis 
tance from the lower edge of said front 
which corresponds about to the thickness of 
the matches contained in said receptacle, a 
rear, two side walls, a cover adapted to be 
folded into the plane of said rear provided 
with perforations, a flap having a slit and 
adapted to be folded upon the lower end of 
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said receptacle, a flap made integral with 
the lower section of said front having a 
tongue and adapted to be folded upon said 
first-named flap, a bottom holding said flaps 
in folded positions, said lower section of 
said front being adapted to be separated 
from the upper section and to be pulled out 
ward until said tongue is brought into en 
gagement with said slit, whereby an open 
ing is formed in said front through which 
the matches in said receptacle may be re 
moved one after the other. 
Signed at New York, in the county of 

New York and State of New York, this 13th 
day of May, A. D. 1911. 

PAUL P. ADOLPH. 
Witnesses: 

SIGMUND HERZOG, 
S. BIRNBAUM. 

Washington, D. C.’ 
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