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To all whom it inay concern: .

Be it known that I, ROBERT COUSINS, a ¢iti-
zen of the United States, residing at San Fran-
cisco, county of San Francisco, and State of
California, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Women’s Corsets;
and I hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the same,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification.

My invention relates to women’s corsets
and toan improved construction thereof, with
certain useful objects, as will be hereinafter
deseribed. .

My improvements consist, primarily, in
making the corset of five separate pieces or
sections, one of which forms the back, the
others being joined to the back portion and
to each other in series on each side by adjust-
able lacings, the adjacent or joining edges of
all the pieces being formed on undulating
lines from top to bottom, the widest separa-
tions being at the waist-line, whereby the

‘perimeter can be varied at the bust-line,

waist-line, or hip-line and at all intermediate
points by the adjusting-lacings, so that the
corset is adapted to fit figures above and be-
low the normal size both at the waist-line and
at the bust and hip lines, respectively, while
retaining its symmetry without distortion.
With this improvement I also employ laced
breast-gores in the front sections and inte-
rior shields to protect all the laced partings,
attached by one edge to the respective sec-
tions.

To these ends I construct corsets asshown
in the drawings. ,

Figure I is an elevation in perspective o
one of my improved corsets applied to a
wearer, and Fig. IT the same corset extended
or spread out to show the manner of its con-
struction and adjustment.

The corset is composed of five pieces or sec-
tions A A, B B, and C, thelatter being inte-
gral or solid without perforations, so asto fit
over and protect the spine and main muscles
of the back. The partings or gores D and E
are covered by interior shields F, attached
at one side to the sections A or B and pro-
vided with bone stiffenings, preferably three
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in number, as indicated by dotted lines and
marked at o in Fig, II. - Similar stiffening-
strips are also applied at various points in
the several sections A,B,and C where marked
« and indicated by dotted lines. These, it
may be observed, are disposed about the
corset so as 1o permit uniform flexure in ad-
justment, producing symmetrical curves at
the top or bottom. The fastenings G at the
front are of the usual construction, the edges
being reinforced by metallie strips, to which
these fastenings G are attached. At the
breasts are gores H, provided with lacing-
cords and interior guard-linings, the same as
the joints D and E, so as to be adjusted flat
or convex, as the anatomy of the wearer and
the manner of lacing may determine; also
adapts the corset for nursing, when required.
In Fig. I the corset is shown contracted about
the waist to fit a particular figure. In Fig.
IT it is shown the opposite, expanded about
the waist and adapted for a different figure
altogether. Intermediateadjustment will be
plain. By these several constructive fea-
tures it will be seen that the form of the corset
iscompletelyat command. Thecircumferen-
tial adjustments beingat four points prevent
distortion and permit a flexibility not attain-
able with one or two laced partings orgores;
also adapts a corset by such adjustments to
several sizes and to various figures within
these sizes.

Having thus explained the nature and ob-
jects of my invention and the manner of ap-
plying the same, what I claim as new, and de-
sire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. A corset, comprising the five separate
sections A, A, B, B, and C, the separations
between the respective sections being formed
on undulating lines whereof the widest sepa-
ration is at the waist-line and lacings to join
the edges of the separations adjustably, ex-
tending entirely from the top to the bottom
of the corset, whereby permanent adjustment
is secured to fit figures above and below the
normal in size both at the waist-line and at
the bust and hip lines respectively, substan-
tially as shown and deseribed.

2. A corset, comprising the five separate
sections A, A, B, B, and C, the separations
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between the respective sections being formed | ings, attached by one edge to one of the sec¢-
on undulating lines whereof the widest sepa- | tions, substantially as and for the purposes
ration is at the waist-line lacings to join the | shown and described.

edges of the separations adjustably, extend- ROBERT COUSINS.
5 ing entirely from the top to the bottom of Witnesses:
the corset, laced breast-goresin sections A, A, II. SANDERSON,

and interior shields to cover the laced part- JamEs L. KING.




