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To al chons it nay concer : 
Beitknown that I, ALEXANDER FRANKEL, 

of Nevrark, in the county of Essex and State 
of New Jersey, have invented certain im 
provements iu Trunk-Stays, of which the fol I lovring is a specification: 
My invention consists in an improved con 

, struction of trunk-stays, whereby they are 
: renderedless liable to come in contact vitl 
obstructious in closing the trunk, and which 
may be released by the drawing down of the 
lid in the act of closing the trunk, as herein after more fully explained. 

In the dravving, Figure i represents a per 
spective view of the improved device applied 
to a trunk, and Fig. 2 a view of the same de tached. 
As show iu the drawing the stay consists 

of a thin strip of metal, pivoted at its upper 
end to the lid of the truuk by means of a 
screw or tail passing tirough a hole, o, near 
the end of the strip, as shown. From a point 
about midway between the euds of the stay a 
slot, ris cut, extending toward the lower endl 
of the sane, and connecting with, or termi 
natingi, a shortslot or notch, s, which stands 
inclined at au angle of about forty-five de. 
grees to the main slotr, the point t of their 
juction being rounded off, as shown in Fig. 
2. The main slot ris cut at suclh an angle to 
the axis or edges of the stay that, when the 
trunk-lid is raised up, as shown in Fig. 1, the 
slot stands nearly in line with the upper edge 
of the trunk, said slot working overa pin or 
screw, d, which has a lead vidler than the 
slot, iu order-to prevent the stay from slip 
pigoff the pin, said stay droppiugdown when 
tlie lidis raised clear up, and allowing the 
notch s to straddle the pinor screw d, against 
vrbich one of the sides of the slot s rests, as 
shown in Fig. 1, thereby locking the lid in its raised position. 

It will be seen tlat, by tiis construction, 
tle stay Ais caused to nuove forward in a 
straight line, or nearlyso, instead of passing 
downward into the main body of the trunk, 
Asutal, This arrangenent renders the stay 

muel less liable to come in contact with ob 
structions than whenit is caused to pass down 
into the trunk in the ordinary manner. 
The short slotor notch s being cut, as before 

stated, atan angle ofabout forty-five degrees 
totle mai slot r, instead of at a right angle 
thereto, as they are usually constructed, it 
will be observed that a slight pressure on the 
lid downward will cause the stay to ride up 
ward on the pin d, the slot 8 coming out of 
contact with the said pin, aud the slot r com 
into line with the same, allowing the lid to be 
brought clear down. Although the stay may 
bethus released, there is sufficient force re 
quired to overcome its bold vien locked in 
position, to prevet itsbeconiug loosened by 
any ordiuaryjarring that night occurin mov 
ing or walking about the room. 

It is obvious that the inclined notch smay 
be used in connection with the ordiuary stay, 
in which the slot ris made parallel with the 
edges of the stay; or that the stay, laving 
the inclined slot r, may be used in counection 
with the right-angle notch commonly used iu 
stays of this description. 

In Fig. 2 the stay is shown curved slightly, 
this being done for the purpose of allowing 
the slot r to be made at the necessary angle 
to the sides without increasing the width of 
metal in the strip. 
This device makes a very simple, clueap, 

and efficient article. 
Having thus described my inventiou, what 

I claim is 
1. A trunk-stay having its longitudinal or 

guiding slot rinclined, as shown, whereby it 
is madie to move forward il a direct line, or 
mearly so, when the trunk is closed, substan 
tially as and for the purpose set forth. 

2. Atrunk-stay having the longitudinal slot 
r terminating in the curved slot or lotchs, 
whereby the stay may be released by simply 
pressing the cover forward, asset forth. 
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