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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, BELLE B. MCcCULLOCH,
a citizen of the Umted States, residing in the
city of New York, borough of Brooklyn, and
State of New York have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Apparel-

Belts, of which the followmtr is a specifica-

tion.

The subject of the presenb invention is an
apparel - belt more especially designed for
ladies’ use, and has for its prlnc1pal object
the equipment of such a belt with a simple

device both exclusively located and secured

at the inner side of the belt and by the act
of the application of the rear portion of the
latter to the person of the wearer engage and
retain the waistband of the skirt to posmvely

‘support the same and prevent the separation

of the belt and waistband.
Various devices have been combmed with

ladies’ belts for engagement with the apparel, -
but in all such arrangements with which I

am familiar the supporting devices when ca-
pable of engaging the apparel by the act of
adjusting the belt rear were not only of com-
paratively complicated character, but their
employment was objectionably manifested at
the belt exterior,
where the engaging and supporting device
was both execlusively located and secured on

the inner side of the belt said device re--

quired specific manipulation by the fingers,
an operation manifestly inconvenient on ae-
count of the location of the device.

In the apparel-belt embodying my inven-
tion an ex’creme]y simple, as well as efficient,
wire device is so combined with the belt r,hat
it is neatly masked at the belt exterior and
at the same time capable by the mere appli-

cation of the rear portion of said belt of be-.

coming engaged with the skirt-waistband to
gecurely retain the same.
In the accompanying drawings, forming

part of this specification, Figure 1 is a per=

spective view of a clamp-belt having my im-
provement applied thereto. Fig. 2 is a de-
tailed sectional view representing the upper
or waist portion of a skirt and the improved

-belt in relation thereto, the section being in-

dieated approximately in the plane indicated
by the broken line 22, Fig. 1. Fig. 3isa de-
tached view showing in perspective the en-

In a single prior instance-

-adhesive cement applied thereto.

gaging device proper, the same being repre-
sented on a somewhat larger scale and re-
vealing more clearly its barbed or spurred
character. Fig. 4 is a detailed view of a sec-
tion of belt viewed from the innerside there-

-of and illustrating a modification.
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Similar reference characters are used to -

designate corresponding partsthroughoutthe

60

several figures of the drawings wherein they .

oceur.

A represents the body of a belt which may
be of any suitable material and character. I
have represented the belt as being provided
at its free ends with the clasped members A’,
but it will be obvious that any suitable fas-
tenlng provision may be employed. On the
inner side of the belt- body A and preferably
at a point corresponding with its mid-length
Ilocate a metal device B, which is of the gen-
eral configuration. most elearly indicated in
Fig. 3 and embodies in a yoke form of wire
a transverse horizontal bar b, vertically-de-
pending parallel members b’, and pointed ex-
tensions b?, having rounded bends and up-
wardly-turnéd and arranged with respect to
the members b', so that the extreme pointed
portions extend somewhat back upon or to-
ward the belt-body. This wire device is se-
curely fastened -on the innerside of the belt-
body, as before indieated. The provision for
fastening the device, according to Fig. 1, com-
prises vertical and horizontal sections ¢ ¢’ of
flexible but tough material, such as tawed
leather. These sections ¢ ¢’ are disposed so
that the former is arranged between the
pointed ends and overlies the t.ransverse
horizontal bar b. The section ¢’ extends
across and in front of the vertical member b’,
but at the rear of the pointed ends b, These
parts are securely attached to the inner sur-
face of the belt-body by having some strong
In lieu of
or in addition to such cement’ these sections
may be fastened in position by a marginal
row of stitching, as indicated by ¢ The

parts are so arranged and adjusted that the
wire device will be securely and firmly held
in position.

With a view of furtheri lnsuung the secure -
retention of the device B in position, I prefer
in the manufacture of the same to make them
from metal having numerous surface barbs
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or spurs 0% as indicated most clearly in Fig.
3, said barbs or spurs being disposed along
the horizontal bar b and vertically-depending
members ', the pointed extensions, however,
being smooth-surfaced or plain. With the
barbs or spurs arranged as shown it will be
readily comprehended that when the device
is applied against the belt and securing or
covering strips are arranged over the same,
as explained, the barbs or spurs will, to a
limited extent, become embedded both in the
inner surface of the belt-body as well as the
material constituting the overlying strip.

It will be noted by reference more particu-
larly to Figs. 2 and 3 that the turns or bends
of the pointed extensions b? are such that
after the application of the belt, so that said
extensions engage the skirt material, their
extreme pointed portions will extend some-
what back toward or upon the belt-body,
thus avoiding any tendeney of the poiats to
be undesirably or uncomfortably forced in
the direction of the person of the wearer un-
der the shifting or changing conditions which
the belt incurs during ordinary usage.

In Fig. 4 T have shown a somewhat-modi-
fied arrangement in which the securing pro-
vision is presented by a series of stitches ¢
The stitching is arranged both over the ver-
tical depending members b* as well as the
horizontal cross- bar 0% Besides becoming
embedded in and engaging the inner-surface
material of the belt-body the spurs bf in this
instanece also contribute to prevent the stitch-
ing-loops from shifting on the device B. -

FFrom the foregoing it will be readily appre-
ciated that an apparel-belt equipped with my
invention will be highly serviceable and not
subject to the objection urged against those
arrangements wherein the presence of the
waistband - engaging devices . is externally
manifest. It will also be understood that the

wire device itself is comparatively simple,
can be made in extended lots at compara-
tively small eost, and may be readily applied
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and secured by any one to existing styles and
types of belts. -

Having now described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. An apparel-belt having intermediately .
at its rear, a wire device located exclusively
on the innerside thereof, said device consist-
ing of the upper trausverse horizontal bar
and depending members, the latter with up- 53
ward-pointed extensions bent toward the belf,
together with means also exclusively at the
inner side of the belt for permanently secur-
ing both the transverse bar and depending

members against said inner side, thearrange- 6o

ment being such that the wire device and its
fastening .means are neatly masked at the
belt exterior, and said device is eapable of
efficiently engaging the apparel by the mere
application of the rear portion of the belt to 65
the person.

2. An apparel-belt having intermediately
at its rear, a wire device located exclusively
on the innerside thereof, said device consist-

ing of the upper transverse horizontal bar 7o

and depending members the latter with’
smooth extensions bent upward toward the
belt and pointed, said bar and members be-
ing barbed as described, and meauns also ex-

clusively at the inner side of the belt for per- 75

manently securing both the bar and members
against said inner side, the arrangement be-
ing such that the wire device and its fasten-
ing means are neatly masked at the belt ex-

terior and said device is capable of efficiently 8o

engaging the apparel'-by the mere application
of the rear portion of the belt to the person.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses.

BELLE B. McCULLOCIH.

Witnesses:
- PHIiLip K. STERN,
. M. HHOLBROOK.



