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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, PA I, W. PETERs, a 

citizen of the United States of America, 
and resident of Fort Wayne. in the county 
of Allen and State of Indiana, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Driving Mechanism for Washing 
Machines, of which the following is a speci 
fication. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

driving mechanism for washing machines 
of that class in which an oscillating dolly, 
or agitator, is employed in conjunction with 
a rotating momentum wheel, and the object 
of the improvement is to afford a construc 
tion wherein the lid of the suds-vessel, car 
rying the dolly, may be opened without dis 
connection of the actuating mechanism car 
ried by the suds-vessel proper. This object 
is accomplished by the construction illus 
trated in the accompanying drawings in 
which 

Figure 1. is a side elevation of the ma 
chine with the momentum wheel shown 
partly cut away; and Fig. 2. is a detail view 
showing a vertical central section at a right 
angle to the plane of Fig. 1. 

Similar numerals of reference indicate 
corresponding parts in both views, and, re 
ferring now to the same: 1 is a suds-vessel, 
and 2 is a lid, which, together with the top 
piece 3, form the cover for the suds-vessel. 
Opon the lid is secured a bracket 4 which 
affords bearings for the rocking shaft 5 and 
also for the dolly shaft 6, the former ex 
tending at right angles to the latter. The 
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rocking shaft has at its outer end an arm 
7, and at its inner end a segment gear 8. 
The dolly shaft 6 has at its upper end a 
pinion 9 that meshes with the gear 8, and 
extends through the lid and supports the 
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Jpon the side of the sands- vessel is se 
cured a bracket 11 having a slotted upper 
end 12 which is adapted to receive the pro 
jecting end 13 of the bracket 4 when the 
lid is in closed position. A thumb screw 11 
serves to secure the two brackets together. 
The bracket 1 has projecting there from 
three stids, 15, 1(6, and it respectively, and 
upon the stud liš is mounted the operating 
lever 18. The moment in wheel 19 is 
not inted upon the std 16 and has a to thed 
hub. 20. The driving gear 21 is mounted 

upon the stud 17 and meshes with the 
toothed hub of the momentum wheel so as 
to actuate the same. Thus the suds vessel 
constitutes a stationary support for the 
bracket 11 with the parts mounted thereon, 
and the lid constitutes a hinged member for 
the bracket 4 carrying the rocking shaft. 
The operating lever has an arm 22 that 

has a connection with the arm 7 on the 
rocking shaft 5 by means of a link 23, and 
also with the driving gear 21 by means 
of a pitman 24. The hinges 25 connecting 
the lid and top-piece, and upon which the 
lid swings, are so located, and the respec 
tive lengths of the arm 7 and link 23 are 
such as to permit the lid to be opened with 
out the necessity of disconnecting the arm 
and link or other actuating parts of the 
mechanism. 
The operating lever has two handle sock 

ets, 26 and 27 respectively, in either of 
which the handle 28 may be inserted, the 
sockets are so disposed that when the han 
dle is in the socket 26 it will extend verti 
'ally. and when in the socket 27 it will ex 
tend horizontally. 

in the operation of this invention, a 
proper quantity of suds is placed in the 
slids- vessel, together with the articles to be 
cleansed, and the lid is then closed and se 
cured by a fastener 29, also the bracket 4 
is secured to the bracket 11 by the thumb 
screw 14. The mechanism is then set in 
notion by manipulating the handle to and 
fro. Thus, the operating lever actuates the 
momentum wheel through the medium of 
the pitman, driving gear and toothed hub; 
and the dolly through the medium of the 
link, arm, rocking shaft, segment gear, pin 
ion and dolly shift. r : 
Having described my invention, what I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Iet 
ters latent, is: 

1. In mechanism of the class described, a 
stationary support; a hinged member, upon 
the stationary support; a rocking member 
slipported upon the hinged member; a mo 
nentum wheel carried upon the stationary 
support; a driving-gear for the momentum 
wheel; an operating lever having its full 
crum upon the stationary support, and hav 
ing a pitman connection with the driving 
gear to actuate the latter; and an actuating 
medium connecting the operating lever and 
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rocking raember, which connection is adapt 
ed to be maintained while the hinged mem 
ber is styling to its various positions. 

2, in mechanism of the class described, a 
is stationary support; a hinged heinber upon 

the staticiary support; a rocking member 
oried lipon the hinged nember; a no 
tut, wheel Carried upon the stationary 

Support; a driving gear in connection with 
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() the monentura wheel adapted to drive the 
same: an operating ever having actuating 
connection with the driving gear; an arm 
fixed upon the racking member which ex 
tends there front toward the hinged side of 
the hinged herber; and a link connecting 
the arra aid the operating lever. 

3. ii. Inechanism (if the class described, a 

stationary support: a hinged member upon 
the stationary support; a rocking ulember 
supported upon the hinged member and 
having an arm which extends toward the 
hinged side of said hinged member; an op 
erating lever; a momentum wheel carried 
upon the stationary support; a link con 
necting the arm and the operating lever; 

I and means in connection with the lever to 
actilate the momentum wheel. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

PAUL W. PETERS. 
Witnesses: 

ARTHUR C. Fr.EISTROFFER, 
WALTER G. BURNs. 
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