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%SRS ( #9224 Bicycle sprocket having recesses beneath chain )

receiving edges

A bicycle sprocket includes a sprocket body having a first lateral side surface, a
second lateral side surface opposite the first lateral side surface, and an inner peripheral
surface. A plurality of teeth extend radially outwardly from the sprocket body and define a
corresponding plurality of chain connector receiving spaces with a corresponding plurality of
bottom edges between each pair of adjacent teeth, wherein each bottom edge receives a chain
connector therein. The first lateral side surface defines a first recess extending radially
inwardly from selected ones of the piurality of bottom edges, and the first lateral side surface
defines a second recess extending radially inwardly from other selected ones of the plurality
of bottom edges and spanning their cortesponding pairs of adjacent teeth. The first lateral side
surface forming each pair of adjacent teeth corresponding to the other selected ones of the
plurality of bottom edges also defines the second recess for facilitating shifting of the chain
from a smaller sprocket to a larger sprocket, while the first recesses prevent buildup of

contaminants between the sprocket teeth.
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