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Description
FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] Embodiments of the disclosure relate to a multi
camera endoscope with a removable tip section.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Endoscopes have attained great acceptance
within the medical community, since they provide a
means for performing procedures with minimal patient
trauma, while enabling the physician to view the internal
anatomy of the patient. Over the years, numerous endo-
scopes have been developed and categorized according
to specific applications, such as cystoscopy, colonosco-
py, laparoscopy, upper Gl endoscopy and others. Endo-
scopes may be inserted into the body’s natural orifices
or through an incision in the skin.

[0003] An endoscope is usually an elongated tubular
shaft, rigid or flexible, having one or more video cameras
or fiber optic lens assemblies at its distal end, or one or
more video cameras or fiber optic lens assemblies posi-
tioned further back, e.g., more proximally on or near the
lateral surface area of the tip section, and point sideways.
The shaft is connected to a handle, which sometimes
includes an ocular for direct viewing. Viewing is also usu-
ally possible via an external screen. Various surgical
tools may be inserted through a working channel in the
endoscope for performing different surgical procedures.
[0004] Among the disadvantages of existing endo-
scopes, are their limited field of view and their complicat-
ed packing of all the required elements, such as elec-
tronics and together with fluid carrying elements in the
small sized endoscope tip section. In addition, different
procedures (for example for different conditions or sub-
jects) may require different endoscope structures and
functions.

[0005] There is thus a need in the art for endoscopes,
such as colonoscopies, that allow a broader field of view
and also enable the function of all necessary elements
in the tip section. Document US 2006/063976 A1 disclos-
es an endoscope as set out in the preamble of claim 1.
[0006] The foregoing examples of the related art and
limitations related therewith are intended to be illustrative
and not exclusive. Other limitations of the related art will
become apparent to those of skillinthe art upon a reading
of the specification and a study of the figures.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0007] The presentinvention relates to an endoscope
comprising an elongated shaft terminating with a tip sec-
tion, wherein said tip section comprises: a permanent
section connected to the elongated shaft; and a remov-
able section securely connectable to the permanent sec-
tion, wherein the removable section comprises one or
more capture devices and one or more light sources. In
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some embodiments of the endoscope, the capture device
within the removable section comprises a front-facing
camera. According to the present invention, the capture
device within the removable section comprises a side-
facing camera. In some embodiments of the endoscope,
the capture device within the removable section compris-
es a front-facing camera and a side-facing camera. In
some embodiments of the endoscope, the permanent
section comprises one or more capture devices. In some
embodiments, the capture device within the permanent
section comprises a side-facing camera. In some em-
bodiments of the endoscope, the tip section comprises
a distal face and the permanent section forms a part of
the distal face, and the removable section forms another
part of the distal face. In some embodiments of the en-
doscope, the tip section comprises a distal face, and the
distal face is fully comprised in the removable section.
According to the present invention, the permanent sec-
tion comprises a hollow elongated section protruding
from the permanent section and the removable section
comprises a channel configured to continue said hollow
elongated section, so as to provide a working channel
configured for insertion of a surgical tool. According to
the present invention, the removable section comprises
a hollow elongated section protruding from the remova-
ble section and the permanent section comprises a chan-
nel configured to continue said hollow elongated section,
so as to provide a working channel configured for inser-
tion of a surgical tool. In some embodiments of the en-
doscope, the removable section comprises an elongated
section configured to pass a cable for electric or data
signals, the elongated section ending with a first connec-
tor, and the permanent section comprises a recess con-
figured to pass electric and/or data signals, said recess
comprising a second connector connectable to the first
connector. In some embodiments of the endoscope, the
removable section comprises a first optic fiber and a first
lens, and the permanent section comprises a second op-
tic fiber and a second lens, such that the first lens corre-
sponds to the second lens so as to transfer light between
the first optic fiber and the second optic fiber. In some
embodiments of the endoscope, the permanent section
comprises an elongated section configured to pass a ca-
ble for electric or data signals, the elongated section end-
ing with afirst connector, and the removable section com-
prises arecess configured to pass electric or data signals,
the recess comprising a second connector connectable
to the first connector. According to the present invention,
the endoscope further comprises a switch on the perma-
nent section such that the endoscope can operate only
ifthe switch is pressed by the removable section. In some
embodiments of the endoscope, an indication of a status
of the switch is displayed on a display device.

[0008] Another aspect of the disclosure relates to a
removable section of an endoscope tip, the removable
section comprising one or more capture devices and one
or more light sources, wherein the removable section is
connectable to a permanent section of the endoscope
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tip. In some embodiments of the removable section, the
capture device within the removable section comprises
a front-facing capture device. In some embodiments of
the removable section, the capture device within the re-
movable section comprises a side-facing camera. In
some embodiments of the removable section, the cap-
ture device within the removable section comprises a
front-facing camera and a side-facing camera. In some
embodiments, the removable section is configured to
form a part of a distal face of the endoscope tip. In some
embodiments, the removable section is configured to
form a full distal face of the endoscope tip. In some em-
bodiments, the removable section comprises a channel
into which a hollow elongated section protruding from the
permanent section is configured to be inserted, so as to
provide a working channel configured for insertion of a
surgical tool. In some embodiments the removable sec-
tion comprises a hollow elongated section protruding
from the removable section, the hollow elongated section
is configured to be inserted into a channel in the perma-
nent section, so as to provide a working channel config-
ured for insertion of a surgical tool. In some embodi-
ments, the removable section comprises an elongated
section configured to pass a cable for electric or data
signals, the elongated section ending with a first connec-
tor, connectable to a second connector comprised in a
recess in the permanent section. In some embodiments,
the removable section comprises a recess configured to
pass a cable for electric or data signals, the recess com-
prising a connector, said connector connectable to a sec-
ond connector located in an elongated section protruding
from the permanent section. In some embodiments, the
removable section is adapted to press a switch on the
permanent section such that the endoscope can operate
only if the switch is pressed by the removable section. In
some embodiments the removable section is configured
for a single use.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

[0009] Exemplary embodiments are illustrated in ref-
erenced figures. Dimensions of components and fea-
tures shown in the figures are generally chosen for con-
venience and clarity of presentation and are not neces-
sarily shown to scale. The figures are listed below.

Fig. 1 shows a semi-pictorial view of an endoscopy
system;

Fig. 2 shows a perspective view of a multi-camera
endoscope;

Fig. 3 shows a perspective view of a full cross section
removable tip section removed from the permanent
section, in accordance with some exemplary embod-
iments of the disclosure;

Fig. 4 shows a perspective view of a full cross section
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removable tip section attached to the permanent
section, in accordance with some exemplary embod-
iments of the disclosure;

Fig. 5 shows a perspective view of a partial cross
section removable tip section removed from the per-
manentsection, in accordance with some exemplary
embodiments of the disclosure; and

Fig. 6 shows a perspective view of a partial cross
section removable tip section attached to the perma-
nent section, in accordance with some exemplary
embodiments of the disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0010] An aspect of some embodiments relates to an
endoscope having a removable multi camera tip section.
[0011] The endoscope may comprise a front-pointing
camera, fiber optic lens assembly, or another capturing
device for capturing the area of interest, and optionally
one or more light sources such as a Light Emitting Diode
(LED), or one or more fluid injectors, positioned at a distal
end of the endoscope for enabling the capturing device
to capture images of the body cavity into which the en-
doscope is inserted. The endoscope may further com-
prise an opening at its distal end, the opening connected
to a working channel, through which an operator may
insert a surgical tool in order to remove, treat and/or ex-
tract a sample of the findings in the body cavity. In some
embodiments, the endoscope may comprise one or more
side-pointing capturing devices, and optionally additional
light sources or fluid injectors, positioned further back,
e.g., more proximally on the endoscope, on or near the
lateral surface area of the tip section.

[0012] An endoscope is a general term for a wide va-
riety of devices, which are adapted to be used in a variety
of applications, such as cystoscopy, colonoscopy, lapar-
oscopy, upper Gl endoscopy or others.

[0013] According to some embodiments, one technical
problem addressed by the disclosed apparatus and
method relates to multiple endoscope configurations be-
ing required for handling the multiplicity of applications.
Different configurations may require different type,
number, positioning, directing, focusing or other tuning
of the capturing devices, light sources or other compo-
nents on the endoscope. Therefore, although multiple
parts of an endoscope system may be common to many
of the configurations, yet multiple endoscopes may be
required. This poses significant requirements on a health
institute, including for example financial requirements,
storage, maintenance, training or the like.

[0014] Some different configurations may also be re-
quired for different patients or patient types, such as
adults, children, babies, or the like.

[0015] Some different configurations may also be re-
quired for different procedures, such as Colonoscopy,
Gastroscopy, Endoscopic Ultrasound (EUS), ERCP or
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the like.

[0016] Yet another technical problem addressed by
embodiments of the disclosure relates to maintenance
costs. When replacing the camera head, for example due
to defective objective lens, the entire colonoscope has
to be disassembled, which is an expensive process.
[0017] According to some embodiments, a technical
solution may be the provisioning of an endoscope having
aremovable tip section. The tip section may also be par-
tially removable, for example, with a permanent section
and a removable section. The removable section of the
tip may be removably connected or attached to the per-
manent section of the tip which is connected to the shaft,
so that endoscopes having different configurations can
be used with the same system. According to the endo-
scopic task to be performed, a removable section having
an appropriate configuration is selected and connected
to the shaft or to the permanent section. When the en-
doscopy session is over, the removable section of the tip
may be removed and another removable section having
the same or a different configuration can be connected
to the permanent section or to the shaft.

[0018] In some embodiments, the removable section
of the tip comprises a substantially full cross section of
the tip, for example the whole distal surface of the tip,
possibly excluding some openings or small parts such
as rings. In some of these embodiments, all channels
and flows going through the tip, such as optic fibers, pow-
er supply, water supply, data lines transferring images,
working channels for transferring equipment, or the like,
are made of at least two parts which may be connected
when the removable section is attached to the permanent
section. However, in other embodiments of the full cross
section removable sections, there may still be some ma-
terials or equipment which make their way only through
the permanent section, which has one or more protruding
parts going into and through the removable section.
[0019] In other embodiments, all cross sections of the
removable section are substantially partial to the cross
sections of the tip, such that at least one of the channels
going through the tip are not split and are fully contained
within the permanent section.

[0020] It will be appreciated that when the removable
section is attached to the permanent section, all channels
and flows which are split between the permanent section
and the removable section, are securely connected such
that no tool, material or energy may leak between the
parts, and that all data may be continuously transferred.
[0021] In some embodiments, the removable section
may be attached to the permanent section in a secure
manner which will ensure that the removable section will
not mistakenly disconnect from the permanent section
within the body. A verification mechanism may be pro-
vided which adds extra security measures.

[0022] One technical effect of embodiments of the dis-
closed subject matter relates to providing an endoscope
with removable tip section. This enables the medical staff
to replace the tip section of the endoscope in accordance
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with the required functionality, so as to use for each type
of endoscopic session the most suitable endoscope con-
figuration, equipment, size, or the like. Different remov-
able sections may then be used according to varying
needs, thus eliminating the need for purchasing and
maintaining multiple endoscopes for different applica-
tions. Thus, different removable sections may be of dif-
ferent configurations, for example have the image cap-
turing components, light sources, or working channels
located at different locations on the removable section,
thus adjusting to the specific body cavity explored or to
possible findings within the body cavity. In other embod-
iments, the relative location between the image capturing
components and the light sources may differ. In yet other
embodiments, different removable sections may contain
different types of cameras, differing for example in their
wavelength, lens assembly, sensor or other parts, point-
ing directions, field of view, or other parameters. The light
sources may also differ between different configurations,
in order to provide the type of light which the used sensor
is sensitive to. Different removable sections can be made
to adjust to different patients, for example removable sec-
tions can be manufactured in different sizes for adults,
children or babies. Different removable sections can also
be used when different view fields, different viewing an-
gles or different optical characteristics are required, for
example in some situations a viewing angle of 170° may
be used, while in situations that require viewing more
details of a smaller area a viewing angle of 140° can be
used.

[0023] Another technical effect of relates to providing
a disposable removable section, thus eliminating the
need for sterilization or reprocessing and reducing con-
tamination risks.

[0024] Yet another technical effect of the disclosed
subject matter, according to some embodiments, relates
to providing a removable section which can be made per-
sonalized in order to provide good results for a particular
patient.

[0025] Yet another technical effect of the disclosed
subject matter, according to some embodiments, relates
to the replaceable top enabling a health care facility to
maintain only a small number of endoscope systems,
thus reducing cost and maintenance, while using the
most appropriate endoscope for each type of endoscopic
session, each patient, or the like.

[0026] ReferringnowtoFig. 1, showingasemi-pictorial
view of an endoscopy system 100. System 100 may in-
clude a removable tip endoscope 102, such as the re-
movable tip endoscope of Figs. 3 and/or 4. Removable
tip endoscope 102 may include a handle 104, from which
an elongated shaft 106 emerges. Elongated shaft 106
terminates with a tip section 108 which may be turnable
by way of a bending section 110. Handle 104 may be
used for maneuvering elongated shaft 106 within a body
cavity; the handle may include one or more knobs and/or
switches 105 which control bending section 110 as well
as endoscopic functions such as fluid injection and suc-
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tion. Handle 104 may further include one or more working
channel openings such as working channel opening 112
through which surgical tools may be inserted.

[0027] A utility tube 114 may connect between handle
104 and a controller 116. Utility tube 114 may include
therein one or more fluid channels and one or more elec-
trical channels. The electrical channel(s) may include at
least one data cable for receiving visual signals such as
video signals from the camera or cameras on removable
tip 102, as well as at least one power cable for providing
electrical power to the cameras and to the discrete illu-
minators.

[0028] Controller 116 may govern power transmission
to removable tip section 108 of endoscope 102, such as
for the tip section’s cameras and illuminators. Controller
116 may further control one or more fluid, liquid and/or
suction pump which supply corresponding functionalities
to endoscope 102. One or more input devices, such as
a keyboard 118 may be connected to controller 116 for
the purpose of human interaction with the controller. In
another configuration (not shown), an input device, such
as a keyboard, may be integrated with the controller in a
same casing.

[0029] A display 120 may be connected to controller
116, and configured to display images and/or video
streams received from the cameras of removable tip en-
doscope 102. Display 120 may further be operative to
display a user interface for allowing a human operator to
set various features of system 100.

[0030] Optionally,theimage streamsreceived fromthe
one or more cameras of removable tip endoscope 102
may be displayed on display 120. If removable tip endo-
scope 102 comprises multiple cameras, the images may
be displayed on display 120 side-by-side, interchangea-
bly (namely, the operator may switch between views from
the different cameras manually), or in any other manner.
Alternatively, the video streams may be processed by
controller 116 to combine them into a single video frame
which may be panoramic or three-dimensional, based on
an overlap between fields of view of the cameras or on
known coordinates obtained for example from fiducials.
[0031] In another configuration (not shown), two or
more displays may be connected to controller 116, each
for displaying a video stream from a different camera of
the multi-camera endoscope.

[0032] Referring now to Fig. 2, showing a perspective
view of a removable tip endoscope.

[0033] Endoscope 200 may include an elongated shaft
(not shown), a bending section (not shown) and a tip
section 201 which terminates the endoscope. The bend-
ing section may enable the turning of tip section 201 in
different directions. Tip section 201 may comprise a re-
movable section 202 and a permanent section 207 con-
nected along line 203.

[0034] Removable section 202 may include therein a
front-pointing capturing device such as a camera or a
video camera 204 which may capture images through a
hole in a distal end surface 206 of tip section 201. A dis-
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crete frontilluminator 208, which is optionally a light-emit-
ting diode (LED), may be associated with front-pointing
camera 204 and used for illuminating its field of view
through another hole in distal end surface 206. The LED
may be a white light LED, an infrared light LED, a near
infrared light LED or an ultraviolet light LED. The light
may be generated internally within endoscope tip section
201, or generated remotely and transferred, for example,
by a fiber optic. In some embodiments, removable sec-
tion 202 may comprise two or more illuminators, wherein
at least one may generate the light internally, and at least
one may provide remotely generated light.

[0035] A front fluid injector 210 may be used for clean-
ing at least one of front-pointing camera 204 and discrete
front illuminator 208. Front fluid injector 210 may be
slightly elevated from distal end surface 206, to enable
it to inject fluid, from its side 210a, onto front-pointing
camera 204 and discrete front illuminator 208. Front fluid
injector 210 may be configured to inject fluids such as
water, air and/or the like.

[0036] Distal end surface 206 may further include a
hole defining a working channel 212. Working channel
212 may be a hollow tube configured for insertion of a
surgical tool to operate on various tissues. For example,
miniature forceps may be inserted through working chan-
nel 212 in order to remove a polyp or sample of which
for biopsy. In alternative embodiments working channel
212 can be used for applying suction for evacuating var-
ious liquids and/or solids which exist in the body cavity
and interfere with the inspection. In some embodiments,
opening 212 can extend to an internal cylinder which
comprises a part of permanent section 207.

[0037] A pathway fluid injector 214, defined by another
hole in distal end surface 206, may be used for inflating
and/or cleaning the body cavity into which endoscope
200 is inserted. Inflation may be performed by flowing air
or another gas through pathway fluid injector 214, and
may be beneficial for cases in which the body cavity, such
as the colon, is shriveled or otherwise does not allow for
efficient inspection. Cleaning may be achieved, for ex-
ample, by injecting a liquid, such as water or saline, on
an unclean area of the body cavity Furthermore, pathway
fluid injector 214 (or a different tube, not shown) may be
used for applying suction, in order to evacuate various
liquids and/or solids which exist in the body cavity and
interfere with the inspection.

[0038] Permanent section 207 of tip section 201 may
include therein a side-pointing camera 216 which may
capture images through a hole in a cylindrical surface
205 of the permanent section 207 of tip section 201. A
side illuminator 222, which is optionally similar to front
illuminator 208, may be associated with side-pointing
camera 216 and used for illuminating its field of view
through another hole in cylindrical surface 205. A side
fluid injector 220 may be used for cleaning at least one
of side-pointing camera 216 and discrete side illuminator
222. In order to prevent tissue damage when cylindrical
surface 205 of permanent section 207 contacts a side
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wall of the body cavity, side fluid injector 220 and side-
pointing camera 216 may be located in a notch 218 in
the cylindrical surface. This way, side fluid injector 220
may be elevated from depression 218 but still not signif-
icantly protrude from the level of cylindrical surface 205.
The elevation of side fluid injector 220 may enable it to
inject fluid, from its opening 220a, onto side-pointing
camera 216. In an alternative configuration (not shown),
one or more discrete side illuminators may also be in-
cluded in the depression, so that fluid injected from the
side fluid injector may reach them. In yet another config-
uration (not shown), a side-pointing camera, one or more
side illuminators and a side fluid injector may not be lo-
cated in a depression, but rather be on essentially the
same level as the cylindrical surface of the tip section.
[0039] It will be appreciated that the division of tip sec-
tion 201 into removable section 202 and permanent sec-
tion 207 shown in Fig. 2 is schematic only and is intended
as a generaldemonstration. The cameras, working chan-
nels, illumination channels, fluid injectors and other com-
ponents may be split between removable section 202
and permanent section 207 in any other manner as dem-
onstrated in the exemplary embodiments detailed in as-
sociation with Fig. 3 to Fig. 6 below.

[0040] It will be appreciated that further flexibility may
be provided if any of the capture devices (such as cam-
eras), working channels, illumination channels and other
components are provided on the removable section rath-
er than on the permanent section. In such arrangement,
each removable section is configured and equipped with
the camera types and other equipment and arrangement
which are most appropriate for the task. However, some
equipment such as cameras of higher quality and price
may be located on the permanent section, so as to better
utilize such resources in multiple application types.
[0041] Referring now to Fig. 3, showing a perspective
view of a substantially full cross section of a removable
tip, removed from the permanent section.

[0042] Removable section 302 of a tip of an endoscope
is shown removed from permanent section 307, wherein
permanent section 307 is connected to a shaft (not
shown).

[0043] Removable section 302 may comprise one or
more capture devices for example video camera 304,
one or more light sources such as light source 328, or
one or more fluid injector such as 332 or 336.

[0044] One or more cables providing power to camera
304 and transferring images from camera 304 to the shaft
go through removable section 302, into and through an
elongated section 308 protruding from removable section
302. When removable section 302 is connected to per-
manent section 307, elongated section 308 enters a cor-
responding recess 312 in permanent section 307. In
some embodiments, elongated section 308 may end with
a connector, wherein recess 312 contains a correspond-
ing connector, such that when elongated section 308 is
entered into recess 312 the two connectors connect such
that power or data can flow between the endoscope and
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camera 304. For example, a plug located at the end of
elongated section 308 may enter a corresponding socket
inside recess 312. In alternative embodiments, recess
312 may comprise a plug and elongated section 308 may
comprise a socket.

[0045] Thus, electric signals or data may pass through
elongated section 308 and recess 312 from the shaft to
the camera.

[0046] In some embodiments, elongated section 308
may protrude from permanent section 307 while recess
312 may be placed on removable section 302.

[0047] Itwillbe appreciated thatremovable section 302
or permanent section 307 may comprise additional one
or more pairs of protruding sections and corresponding
channels, for transferring water or other fluids or liquids,
optic fibers or any other material or equipment. When the
protruding sections and corresponding channels are
used for transferring fluids or liquids, one or two of them
may be constructed with gaskets for sealing the fluids or
liquids and avoiding leakage into the body or into other
parts of the endoscope tip, from a gap between remov-
able section 302 and permanent section 307.

[0048] Permanent section 307 may also comprise a
hollow elongated section 316 protruding therefrom con-
taining channel 320. When removable section 302 is con-
nected to permanent section 307, hollow elongated sec-
tion 316 is inserted into a corresponding channel 324 in
removable section 202, which extends through the entire
length of removable section 302, thus enabling a surgical
tool (not shown) to pass through a working channel ex-
tending from the shaft through channel 320 of hollow
elongated section 316 and through channel 324 in re-
movable section 302 to distal surface 305 of removable
section 302, so that the surgical tool can be used for
operating on the body cavity of the patient.

[0049] Removable section 302 may also comprise one
or more side-pointing capturing devices such as camera
338, one or more light sources 340 or one or more fluid
injectors 344. The utilities to camera 338, light source
340 or injector 344, may be received from the same pro-
visioning as the front facing camera, light sources and
injectors, through corresponding pipes within the body
of removable section 302 around channel 324. The im-
ages captured by camera 338 may also be transferred
through the same channels.

[0050] Itwillbe appreciated thatremovable section 302
or permanent section 307 may comprise additional side
pointing cameras, light sources or injectors.

[0051] Removable section 302 and permanent section
307 may be connected by any known mechanism, such
as locking mechanism, fastening mechanism, snap
mechanism, or the like.

[0052] Removable section 302 or permanent section
307 may be equipped with a button 352 for releasing the
connection. In order to avoid harming the body cavity of
the user, button 352 may be placed within a recess so
as not to protrude from the surface of the tip section. In
some embodiments, the connection may only be re-
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leased if a corresponding command is provided from an
external source, such as simultaneous clicking on a con-
trol on display 120 which may be translated to an elec-
trical or mechanical effect required for releasing the con-
nection, in order to prevent unwanted accidental release.
[0053] In some embodiments, permanent section 307
may comprise a button or another sensitive area such
as switch 348 which may be touched or pressed by re-
movable section 302, only when removable section 302
is securely connected to permanent section 307. Such
button may also be electrically connected to the endo-
scope handle or controller and may provide an indication
to the endoscope operator whether the parts are securely
connected. The indication may be visual, such as anicon
on display 120. In some embodiments, when the con-
nection is released, a vocal indication may also be pro-
vided as well to alert the operator.

[0054] In some embodiments, there may be two de-
grees or two mechanisms of connection between remov-
able section 302 and permanent section 307. If one de-
gree or one mechanism is released while the endoscope
is being used, the operator may receive a first alert so
he or she can remove the endoscope or otherwise correct
the situation before the removable section is released
within the body cavity of the patient.

[0055] It will be appreciated by a person skilled in the
art that if the endoscope comprises an optic fiber, then
each of removable section 302 and permanent section
307 may comprise a part of the fiber, wherein the sections
may comprise corresponding lenses for providing conti-
nuity between the fiber parts by transferring light.
[0056] Referring now to Fig. 4 showing a perspective
view of a substantially full cross section removable tip
section attached to the permanent section.

[0057] In Fig. 4, removable section 302 is fully con-
nected to permanent section 307, such that elongated
section 308 and hollow elongated section 316 of Fig. 3
are inserted into corresponding recess 312 and channel
324, respectively. Electric signals or energy as well as
water or fluids may pass through permanent section 307
to removable section 302, and images captured by the
cameras are transferred back and may be displayed to
an operator.

[0058] Referring now to Fig. 5 showing a perspective
view of a partial cross section removable tip section.
[0059] InFig. 5, distal face 305 of the endoscope tip is
comprised of two parts, wherein a first part 305’ of distal
face is of permanent section 507, while the other part
305" is of removable section 502. Thus, each cross sec-
tion of removable section 502 comprises a partial cross
section of the tip section when assembled of the two sec-
tions. In the exemplary embodiment of Fig. 5, channel
320’ fully contained within permanent section 507 forms
a working channel and reaches through permanent sec-
tion 507 to the distal face so that tools or other equipment
can be passed.

[0060] Removable section 502 may be equipped with
cameras 304 or 338, light sources 328 or 340, or one or
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more fluid injector 332, 336 or 344 which may be located
at the front face or on side face of removable section 502
as required. The cameras, light sources or fluid injectors
may be implemented and receive utilities as detailed in
association with Fig. 3 above.

[0061] Removable section 502 may also comprise one
or more elongated sections such as elongated section
308’ which fits into recess 312’ of permanent section 507.
The one or more elongated sections such as elongated
section 308’ may function as anchoring mechanism to
secure removable section 502 within permanent section
507. Alternatively or additionally, the one or more elon-
gated sections such as elongated section 308’ may be
used for transferring electric energy, fluids, liquids, optic
fibers or other equipment or materials between remova-
ble section 502 and/or surface 305" and the endoscope
handle and/or console.

[0062] In order to provide for full and tight connection
between removable section 502 and permanent section
507, removable section 502 may comprise a trapeze
shaped bulge which fits into recess 544 of permanent
section 507. In alternative embodiments, removable sec-
tion 502 may comprise a recess and permanent section
507 may comprise a bulge.

[0063] Permanent section 507 and removable section
502 may be connected in any required manner as de-
tailed in association with Fig. 3 above.

[0064] Referring now to Fig. 6 showing a perspective
view of a partial cross section removable tip section at-
tached to the permanent section.

[0065] When removable section 502 is securely at-
tached to permanent section 507, first part 305’ of the tip
section distal face which is part of removable section 502,
and second part 305" of the tip section distal face which
is part of permanent section 507 are substantially on the
same plane with minimal or no gap therebetween, and
complement each other to create the full distal face of
the tip section. When removable section 502 and perma-
nent section 507 are securely attached, switch 348 of
Fig. 5 may be pressed to provide an indication to an op-
erator of the endoscope. Removable section 502 and
permanent section 507 may be released by pressing but-
ton 352, with or without providing an external release
command.

[0066] When removable section 502 is securely at-
tached to permanent section 507, utilities and equipment
may be passed through a working channel formed by
channel 320’ and through elongated section 308’ and
corresponding channels in permanent section 507.
[0067] It will be appreciated that the disclosure is not
limited to a single removable sections, and various im-
plementations can be designed in which two or more re-
movable sections are used, for example to further in-
crease the modularity and flexibility as appropriate for
each application type.

[0068] While anumberofexemplary embodimentsand
configurations have been discussed above, those of skill
in the art will recognize certain modifications, permuta-
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tions, additions and sub-combinations thereof. It is there-
fore intended that the following appended claims and
claims hereafter introduced be interpreted to include all
such modifications, permutations, additions and sub-
combinations as are within their scope.

[0069] In the description and claims of the application,
each of the words "comprise" "include" and "have", and
forms thereof, are not necessarily limited to members in

a list with which the words may be associated.

Claims

1. An endoscope comprising:
an elongated shaft terminating with a tip section
wherein said tip section comprises:

a permanent section (307) connected to the
elongated shaft; and

aremovable section (302) securely connectable
to the permanent section (307), wherein the re-
movable section (302) comprises at least one
capture device (304, 338) and at least one light
source (328, 340),

wherein the permanent section (307) comprises a
hollow elongated section (316) protruding from the
permanent section and having a channel (320)
formed therein, and the removable section (302)
comprises a channel (324) extending through the
entire length of the removable section to a distal face
surface (305) and corresponding to the channel
(320) of the hollow elongated section (316) to insert
the hollow elongated section (316) into channel (324)
of the removable section (302) to create a working
channel for passing through a surgical tool, and
characterized in that the endoscope further com-
prises a switch (348) on the permanent section (307)
such that the endoscope can operate only if the
switch (348) is pressed by the removable section
(302), and in that said at least one capture device
within the removable section (302) comprises a side-
facing camera (338).

2. The endoscope according to claim 1, wherein said
atleast one capture device within the removable sec-
tion (302) comprises a front-facing camera (304).

3. The endoscope according to claim 1, wherein said
permanentsection (307) comprises at least one cap-
ture device.

4. Theendoscope accordingto claim 3, wherein atleast
one capture device within the permanent section
(307) comprises a side-facing camera.

5. The endoscope according to claim 1, wherein said
removable section (302) comprises
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an elongated section (308) configured to pass a ca-
ble for electric or data signals, the elongated section
(308) ending with a first connector, and the perma-
nent section (307) comprises a recess (312) config-
ured to pass electric and/or data signals, said recess
(312) comprising a second connector connectable
to the first connector; or

afirst optic fiber and a first lens, and said permanent
section comprises a second optic fiber and a second
lens, such that the first lens corresponds to the sec-
ond lens so as to transfer light between the first optic
fiber and the second optic fiber.

6. The endoscope according to claim 1, wherein an in-
dication of a status of the switch (348) is displayed
on a display device.

Patentanspriiche

1. Endoskop, das aufweist:
einen langlichen Schaft, der mit einem Spitzenteil-
stlick endet, wobei das Spitzenteilstiick aufweist:

ein permanentes Teilstiick (307), das mit dem
langlichen Schaft verbundenist; und ein entfern-
bares Teilstlick (302), das mit dem permanen-
ten Teilstiick (307) sicher verbindbar ist, wobei
das entfernbare Teilstiick (302) mindestens ein
Erfassungsbauelement (304, 338) und mindes-
tens eine Lichtquelle (328, 340) aufweist,
wobei das permanente Teilstlick (307) ein hoh-
les langliches Teilstlick (316) aufweist, das vom
permanenten Teilstiick vorsteht und einen darin
gebildeten Kanal (320) hat, und das entfernbare
Teilstiick (302) einen Kanal (324) aufweist, der
sich durch die gesamte Lange des entfernbaren
Teilstlicks zu einer distalen Stirnflache (305) er-
streckt und dem Kanal (320) des hohlen langli-
chen Teilstlicks (316) entspricht, um das hohle
langliche Teilstlick (316) in den Kanal (324) des
entfernbaren Teilstlicks (302) einzufiihren, um
einen Arbeitskanal zum Durchflihren eines chi-
rurgischen Werkzeugs zu erzeugen, und
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass das Endoskop
ferner einen Schalter (348) auf dem permanen-
ten Teilstlick (307) so aufweist, dass das Endo-
skop nur arbeiten kann, wenn der Schalter (348)
durch das entfernbare Teilstiick (302) betatigt
ist, und dadurch, dass das mindestens eine Er-
fassungsbauelement im entfernbaren Teilstlick
(302) eine zur Seite weisende Kamera (338) auf-
weist.

2. Endoskop nach Anspruch 1, wobei das mindestens

eine Erfassungsbauelement im entfernbaren Teil-
stick (302) eine nach vorn weisende Kamera (304)
aufweist.
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3. Endoskop nach Anspruch 1, wobei das permanente

Teilstlick (307) mindestens ein Erfassungsbauele-
ment aufweist.

Endoskop nach Anspruch 3, wobei mindestens ein
Erfassungsbauelement im permanenten Teilstlick
(307) eine zur Seite weisende Kamera aufweist.

Endoskop nach Anspruch 1, wobei das entfernbare
Teilstiick (302) aufweist:

ein langliches Teilstlick (308), das so konfigu-
riert ist, dass es ein Kabel fiir elektrische oder
Datensignale durchfiihrt, wobei das langliche
Teilstlick (308) mit einem ersten Verbinder en-
det, und das permanente Teilstlick (307) eine
Aussparung (312) aufweist, die so konfiguriert
ist, dass sie elektrische und/oder Datensignale
durchfihrt, wobei die Aussparung (312) einen
zweiten Verbinder aufweist, der mit dem ersten
Verbinder verbindbar ist; oder

eine erste optische Faser und eine erste Linse,
und das permanente Teilstlick eine zweite opti-
sche Faser und eine zweite Linse so aufweist,
dass die erste Linse der zweiten Linse ent-
spricht, um Licht zwischen der ersten optischen
Faser und der zweiten optischen Faser zu tber-
tragen.

Endoskop nach Anspruch 1, wobei eine Angabe ei-
nes Zustands des Schalters (348) auf einer Anzei-
gevorrichtung angezeigt wird.

Revendications

Endoscope comprenant :

une tige allongée se terminant par une section
de pointe, dans lequel ladite section de pointe
comprend :

une section permanente (307) reliée a la
tige allongée ; et

une section amovible (302) pouvant étre re-
liée solidement a la section permanente
(307), dans lequel la section amovible (302)
comprend au moins un dispositif de capture
(304, 338) et au moins une source de lu-
miere (328, 340),

dans lequel la section permanente (307) com-
prend une section allongée creuse (316) faisant
saillie de la section permanente et ayant un ca-
nal (320) formé a l'intérieur, et la section amo-
vible (302) comprend un canal (324) s’étendant
a travers la longueur entiére de la section amo-
vible jusqu’a une surface de face distale (305)
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et correspondant au canal (320) de la section
allongée creuse (316) pour insérer la section al-
longée creuse (316) dans le canal (324) de la
section amovible (302) pour créer un canal de
travail pour passage a travers un outil chirurgi-
cal, et

caractérisé en ce que I'endoscope comprend
en outre un interrupteur (348) sur la section per-
manente (307) de telle sorte que I'endoscope
peut fonctionner uniquement si linterrupteur
(348) est pressé par la section amovible (302),
et en ce que ledit au moins un dispositif de cap-
ture a l'intérieur de la section amovible (302)
comprend une caméra orientée vers le coté
(338).

Endoscope selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le-
dit au moins un dispositif de capture a l'intérieur de
la section amovible (302) comprend une caméra
orientée vers I'avant (304).

Endoscope selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la-
dite section permanente (307) comprend au moins
un dispositif de capture.

Endoscope selon la revendication 3, dans lequel au
moins un dispositif de capture a I'intérieur de la sec-
tion permanente (307) comprend une caméra orien-
tée vers le coté.

Endoscope selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la-
dite section mobile (302) comprend

une section allongée (308) configurée pour faire pas-
ser un cable pour signaux électriques ou de don-
nées, la section allongée (308) se terminant par un
premier connecteur, et la section permanente (307)
comprend une cavité (312) configurée pour faire
passer des signaux électriques et/ou de données,
ladite cavité (312) comprenant un second connec-
teur pouvant étre connecté au premier connecteur ;
ou

une premiére fibre optique et une premiere lentille,
etladite section permanente comprend une seconde
fibre optique et une seconde lentille, de telle sorte
que la premiére lentille correspond a la seconde len-
tille de sorte a transférer de la lumiere entre la pre-
miére fibre optique et la seconde fibre optique.

Endoscope selon larevendication 1, dans lequel une
indication d'un état de l'interrupteur (348) est affi-
chée sur un dispositif d'affichage.
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