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The present invention relates to safety sup 
ports for the connecting bottom rods of brake 
levers for the purpose of supporting the bottom 
rod in case it should tend to fall upon the track. 
An object of the present invention is to pro 

vide a Safety attachment or support which may 
be readily applied to the compression member 
of a brake beam by first engaging portions there 
of With the edge of the upper flange of the com 
preSSion member and then gradually working 
the Support around to normal position so that 
it may then support the bottom rod if it should 
fail in Lise. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a simple and efficient Safety support for bottom 
rods which may be readily applied for use. 
These being among the objects of the present 

invention, the Same consists of certain features 
of construction and combinations of parts to be 
hereinafter described and then claimed With ref 
erence to the accorpanying drawing illustrat 
ing a preferred embodiment of the invention and 
Wherein 

Fig. 1 is a plan of parts of the brake mecha 
inism of a cair truck showing the present im 
provernents attached thereto; 

Fig. 2 is an elevation of the safety support 
showing it applied to a beam, the bottom rod 
being in Section; and 

Fig. 3 is a Sectional elevation at right angles 
to Fig. 2 showing the attachment in broken lines 
as when applying it and also showing it in full 
lines in position for use. 

Referring to the drawing, the compression 
ninenber and the tension member of the 
brake beam, which is but partially disclosed, may 
be of the usual construction. Mounted upon the 
brake beam So as to fulcrum thereon are the 
brake levers 2, 3 which at their lower ends are 
secured together by the bottom connecting rod 
A. 
The improved brake beam attachment is pref 

erably formed from a metal Strip or flat bar con 
stituting safety means for Supporting a bottom 
rod, such as 4, and it comprises a stirrup or loop 
5 constituting the Supporting member for the 

rod is in case of its failure, Such stirrup having 
parallel upwardly extending side portions 6. 
These pWardly extending portions 6 are pro 
vided with twists 7 in order to set the planes of 
the upward extensions 8 at right angles to the 
planes of the flat faces of the side portions 6. 
From the upper ends of the upward extensions 

8 there are bent a pair of arms 9 extending at 
substantially right angles thereto. These arms 

(CI. 188-210) 
9 are terminated by hooks formed by short 
down turned portions 29 and inturned end por 
tions 2, that is the end portions 2 extend to 
Ward the upward extensions 8. The inturned 
portions 2 are also bent or curved around to 
Wards the arms 9, that is they extend substan 
tially at an inclination thereto. The manner in 
which the inturned portions 2 are bent provides 
cavities or recesses 22 at their inner faces at 
points adjacent to the down turned portions 20. 
In order to apply the improved safety attach 

ment to a brake beam, the same is first engaged 
with the compression member 0 in about the po 
sition shown in Fig. 3 in dotted lines. This is be 
cause of the reason that While there is SOme clear 
ance between the Safety attachment and the Com 
pression member when the former is in using po 
Sition, the Slightness of the clearances require 
that the attachment be first applied in an in 
clined position, so that the upper flange of the 
coln.pression member fairly Snugly engages in 
between the edges of the end portions 2 f and the 
arms 9, the upward extensions 8 being then in 
contact with the upper corner of the compreS 
sion member from Which the upper flange ex 
tends. In other words, when the safety attach 
ment is initially applied the fit is fairly Snug, but 
the formation of the parts of the Same With re 
spect to the compression member is such that the 
attachment or safety support is required to be 
gradually worked from its inclined position to the 
position shown in full lines in Fig. 3. When the 
attachment or safety support is in the full line 
position, it will be seen that there is a very slight 
clearance left between the edge of the upper 
flange and the down turned portions 23, the re 
cesses or cavities 22 providing spaces into which 
the free edge of the flange may enter in Working 
the support around to full line position. 
This simple method of attachment may be all 

that is necessary in order to satisfactorily mount 
the improved safety hangers upon a brake beam, 
but if desired they may be clinched to the beam 
by blows upon the portions 2, 2, Sufficient to 
cause the same to clinch. With the upper flange of 
the compression member. 
What I claim as new is 
1. In a safety support for brake rods, the com 

bination of a brake-beam channel member, and 
a stirrup formed of a metallic bar, having at its 
upper ends outwardly bent arms, each arm hav 
ing an inwardly directed hook for engagement 
over and under the upper flange of the channel 
member. 

2. In a safety support for brake rods, the Com 
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2 
bination of a brake-beam channel member, and 
a. Stirrup formed of a metallic bar, having at its 
upper einds out Wardly bent arms, each arm hav 
ing an in Wardly directed hook for engagement 
Over and under the upper flange of the channel 
member, the inturned end portion of the hook 
being inclined upwardly. 

3. In a Safety Support for brake rods, the com 
bination of a brake-beam channel member, and a 

10 Stirrup formed of a metallic bar, having at its 

2,003,802 
upper ends outwardly bent arms, each arm hav 
ing an inwardly directed hook for engagement 
Over and under the upper flange of the channel 
member, the inturned end portion of the hook 
being inclined upWardly, and the inner Surface 
of the hookhaving a clearance with respect to the 
edge Of the upper flange and the underside of 
Such flange. 
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