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To all whom ¥t may concern:

Be it known that I, LEwis E. BROWN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Ath-
ens, in the county of Henderson and State of
Te\as have invented a new and useful Trace-
Calmex, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

The invention relates to improvements in
trace-carriers,

The object of the present invention is to
improvethe construction of trace-carriersand
to provide asimple, inexpensive, and efficient
one capable of readily receiving and of se-
curely holding the chain of a trace close fo
the back- bdlld and of preventing the inner
trace-chains form becoming hooked into each
other when two horses are employed ataplow
or the like.

The invention consists in the construection’

and novel combination and arrangement of
parts hereinafter fully deseribed, 111ustrafued
in the accompanying drawings, and pointed
outin the claim hereto appended

In the drawings, Figure 1is a perspective
view of a trace-carrier eonstructed in accord-
ance with this invention and shown applied
to a back-band and supporting a trace-chain.
Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the trace-
carrier detached, the movable hook being
swung upward. Fig. 3 is a vertical sectional
view of the trace-carrier. Fig. 4 is a detail
sectional view taken horizontally of the hooks
and showing a link confined therein. Fig.5
is a Veltlcal sectional view, the device bemo
detached.

Likenumeralsof 1efe1ence designate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures of the draw-
ings. ,

1 designates a trace-carrier comprising a
back-band buckle 2, provided with a depend-
ing cutwardly-extending hook 3 and a mov-
able hook 4, extendinginward, being disposed
reversely of the hook 3, whereby when the
movable hook is closed the two hooks codp-
erate to form an eye for retaining a link of a
trace-chain 5, which locks the hook 4 in its
closed position,

The buckle 2, which may be of any desired
constroetion, consists of a rectangular frame
and a hinged or pivoted eross-bar 8, located

between the top and bottom of the buckle-
frame, dividing the space to form strap-open-
ingsand provided with teeth to engage a back-
band 7

The hook 3, which is preferably formed in-
tegral with the buckle-frame, is composed of
two parallel sides forming an intervening
space between them and connected at the
point of the hook, and the movable hook has
the upper end of its shank provided with an
eye, receiving the top of the buckle-frame,
whereby the movable hook is hinged to the
same. When the movable hook is closed, it
is swung into the intervening space between
the sides of the hook 3, and one side of a link
of the chain 5 is received within the eye or
loop formed by the two hooks, and when the
link is at the bottom of the eye or loop it pre-
vents the movable hook from swinging out-
ward. The top of the buckle-frame is pro-
vided with a bend which forms shoulders Lo
prevent the eye of the shank of the movable
hook from sliding on the buckle-frame.

The trace-chain is first engaged with the
movable hook and is moved upward on the
shank of the same to a point above the hooks.
Themovable hook is thenclosed and the link,
which is confined, is moved downward to the
bottom of the eye or loop. When the mov-
able hook is elosed, its shank forms a con-
tinuation of the outer side of the hook 3, clos-
ing the mouth of the latter and forming prac-
tleallya, continuous unbroken eye or loop for
the trace-chain.

The buckle-frame and hook 3 are integrally
formed, and the end of the hook 3 is deflected
toward the plane of the buckle-frame to pro-
vide clearance for the hook 4 and enable the
latter to lie snugly within the space formed
between the side members of the hook 3, as
clearly indicated in TFigs. 1, 4, and 5. The
end bars of the buckle-frame are expanded
intermediate of their extremifies and are ap-
ertured fo receive the journals formed at the
ends of the toothed cross-bar 6

It will be seen that the buckle trace-carrier
is exceedingly simple and inexpensive in con-
struction, that it enables a trace-chain to be
readily connected with a back-band, and that
it will prevent the inner trace-chains from
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becoming ‘hooked into each other when two
draft-animals are employed in a plow or the
like.

Changes in the form, proportion, and minor
details of construction may be resorted to
without departing from the principle or sacri-
ficing any of the advantages of this inven-
tion.

‘What I claim is—

A trace-carrier constructed substantially
as shown and - deseribed, and comprising a

rectangular frame having its end bars ex- |

panded intermediate of theirextremities, and
formed with a hook pendent from its lower
bar and consisting of parallel sides and hav-
ing its closed-end deflected toward the plane

of the buckle-frame, atoothed eross-bar jour-

naled at its ends in openings formed in the ..

expanded portionsof the aforesaid end bars,
and a hook pivotally mounted upon the fop

bar of the buckle-frame and adapted to fit:

snugly within the space formed between the
sides of the pendent. hook, substantially as
and for the purpose specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed mysignature in
the presence of two witnesses.

LEWIS E. BROWN.

Witnesses:
Jyo. H. WALFORD,
T. C. BROWN. =
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