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1 Claim. (C. 2-132) 
This invention relates to a collar stay adapted for use 

in connection with soft shirt or dress shirt collars to hold 
and retain the wings thereof in an extended position. 
There have been a number of collar stays of this gen 

eral type heretofore proposed. The commonly known 
type is that which includes a pair of telescopically con 
structed legs that are adapted to respectively fit under 
the wings of a collar and which legs are connected ad 
jacent the upper ends thereof by a transverse resilient 
wire member that fits under the tie knot. In this gen 
eral type of collar stay having the transverse member, 
there are many disadvantages therein, among them being 
the following: 

(1) The transverse wire is not fixedly attached but may 
move out of place; 

(2) There is difficulty in putting the stay in place due 
to its interference with the tie; and 

(3) The inability of the shirt collar to be opened, as 
for example, when a sport shirt is worn without a tie and 
it is desired to wear it with the button undone. 
The present invention is particularly directed towards 

providing a separable set of collar stays having no trans 
verse member connecting the pair so that the shirt col 
lar may be worn unbuttoned if desired. A set of collar 
stays of this general type is disclosed in my Patent No. 
2,872,684, dated February 10, 1959, and entitled, "Col 
lar Brace.” The present invention embodies basic im 
provements over the device disclosed in said patent, par 
ticularly in the means for attaching the brace to the col 
lar. In said patent, the attachment means did not in 
sure a positive attachment at all times due to variations 
in neck sizes and the inexactness of the alignment of the 
triangular member and the neck band of the shirt. Also, 
in the device in my said patent, the stays were not adapt 
ed to permit the collar to be opened and lay flat since 
the points thereof would disengage from the material of 
the collar. Whereas, in the present invention, a hook 
type fastening means is provided which positively Se 
cures the inner end of the brace either to the tie or to 
the double thickness of cloth at the neck band so that 
there is no possibility of accidental disengagement; and, 
if desired, the collar may be unbuttoned and laid flat 
without causing the disengagement of the stays. 

Thus, one of the principal objects of the present inven 
tion is to provide a collar stay having a positive attach 
ment means for eliminating accidental removal thereof. 
A further object is to provide a collar stay permit 

ting opening of the collar and which is adapted to be 
worn with sport shirts. 
A further object is to provide a collar stay which is 

quick, convenient and easy to put in place for Wearing 
and to remove. 
A further object is to provide a simple and inexpensive 

structure which is easy to manufacture and yet highly 
efficient. 
A further object is to provide an improved collar stay 

for maintaining the wings of a collar in an extended po 
sition in which the creases and wrinkles or the like are 
removed therefrom. 
A further object is generally to improve the design and 

construction of collar stays. 
The means by which the foregoing and other objects of 

the present invention are accomplished and their manner 
of accomplishment will be readily understood from the 
following specification upon reference to the accompany 
ing drawings in which: 
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"FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a collar and necktie 

showing a set of my collar stays in applied position, and 
with a portion of one of the collar wings being broken 
away for purposes of illustration. 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the collar of a sport 
shirt showing a set of my collar stays in applied position, 
and with a portion of one of the collar wings being 
broken away for purposes of illustration. 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged elevational view of one of the 
collar stays of the present invention. 
FIG. 4 is a view similar to FIG. 3, but showing the 

tube, sleeve and spring in section and taken as on a 
plane through the longitudinal centerline thereof. 

FIG. 5 is a further enlarged fragmentary view of the 
penetrating end of the collar stay taken as on the line 
V-V of FIG. 4. 

Referring now to the drawings in which the various 
parts are indicated by numerals, the collar stays of the 
present invention are composed of a set, one right-hand 
collar stay 11 and one left-hand collar stay 13. Collar 
stays 11, 13 are of similar construction and the following 
detailed description of collar stay 13 will suffice for 
both. 

Collar stay 13 comprises, in general, an elongated brace 
15 which includes a first brace member 17, preferably in 
the form of a tube, and a second brace member 19 tele 
scopically mounted relative to the first brace member 
whereby the brace is shiftable between extended and re 
tracted positions. A wire 23; is mounted in the upper 
end of brace member 17 and is looped outwardly through 
an opening 25 in the side of the brace member to form 
a projection 27, the function of which will be more 
apparent in the description to follow. Wire 23 then ex 
tends upwardly from projection 27 through the end of 
brace member 21 where it is secured relative thereto by any suitable means such as, for example, by crimping 
or by means of solder. Wire 23 then extends upwardly 
for a portion and thence curves downwardly to form hook 
29 disposed to one side of brace 15 and having a pointed 
end 31. A sleeve 32 is fixedly mounted on the end of 
first brace member 17 adjacent projection 27 and ex 
tends upwardly therefrom in spaced encircling relation 
ship relative to wire 23. The purpose of sleeve 32 will 
be more apparent in the description to follow of the use of 
the device of the present invention. 
Second brace member 19 is preferably formed of a 

continuous wire 33, the upper end of which is slidably 
mounted in brace member 21 and is looped outwardly 
adjacent the upper end thereof through an elongated 
slot 35 to form a stop 37. From stop 37, wire 33 ex 
tends downwardly through the lower end of brace mem 
ber 21 and has formed in the lower end thereof a double 
loop 39 which terminates in a penetrating point 41, which 
projects outwardly at an angle as best seen in FIG. 5. 
The relationship between penetrating point 41 and hook 
29 is as follows: The point 41 extends at an angle out 
wardly in a plane which is substantially perpendicular 
to the plane in which hook 29 is disposed. In other 
words, with stay 13 in the position shown in FIGS. 3 
and 4, in which it will be seen hook 29 is disposed sub 
stantially in the plane of the drawing sheet, penetrating 
point 41 extends outwardly at an angle towards the viewer 
in a plane substantially perpendicular to the plane of the 
drawing sheet. 

Resilient means, as a spring 43, is disposed on brace 
member 21 with the spring extending between projection 
27 and stop 37 to urge second brace member 19 down 
wardly relative to first brace member 17 so that the brace 
15 is urged into the extended position best shown in 

70 FIGS. 3 and 4. The extension of brace 15 is limited by 
stop 37 abutting brace member 17 at the portion 44 there 
of that defines the end of slot 35. It will be understood 
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that brace member 19 is movable upwardly and tele 
scopically relative to brace member 17 so that the brace 
15 is movable to a retracted disposition. 

Stay 11 is of the same construction as stay 13 hereto 
fore described except that the hook 45 of stay 11 extends 
to the left rather than to the right as hook 29 does when 
viewed in FIG. 3. 

In using the stays 11, 13 of the present invention, with 
a tie 47 and a buttoned collar 49 as shown in FIG. 1, the 
wings 51,53 are lifted upwardly and the hooks 29, 45 are 
hooked through the material of portion 55 of the tie which 
encircles the wearer's neck. It will be understood that 
sleeve 32 prevents the material of portion 55 from slip 
ping down too far on wire 23, yet does not hold the wire 
in an inflexible position. When hooked properly, hooks 
29, 45 will extend outwardly away from one another as 
best shown in FIG. 1, so that the penetrating points 41 
are next to the wings 51,53 and may be positioned therein 
by first retracting the stays 11, 13 and thence permitting 
them to extend. 
When using stays 11, 13 on a sport shirt collar 57, as 

shown in FIG. 2, the stays are placed thereon in substan 
tially the same manner as heretofore described for collar 
49 except that the hooks 29, 45 are hooked through the 
double thickness of cloth at the neckband 59 of the sport 
shirt. 
From the foregoing description, it will be understood 

that there is absolutely no way for the stays 11, 13 to be 
come accidentally disengaged from tie 47 or neckband 
59. 
Although the invention has been described and illus 

trated with respect to a preferred embodiment thereof, it 
is to be understood that it is not to be so limited since 
changes and modifications may be made therein which are 
within the full intended scope of this invention as herein 
after claimed. 

I claim: 
A collar stay for use on a collar wing comprising an 

elongated brace including a tubular first brace member 
and a wire-like second brace member telescopically 
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mounted in the end of said first brace member whereby 
said elongated brace is shiftable between extended and 
retracted positions, said first brace member being pro 
vided with an opening and an elongated slot, said sec 
ond brace member having a portion extending out 
wardly through said slot to provide a stop slidable in 
said slot and adapted to limit extension of said brace, 
said second brace member extending from said stop out 
wardly through the end of said first brace member and 
terminating in a collar penetrating point, a second wire 
like member fixedly mounted in the end of said first brace 
member opposite from said second brace member, said 
second wire-like member extending outwardly through 
said opening for a portion to provide a projection and 
thence extending outwardly beyond the end of said first 
-brace member in a curved disposition to establish a hook 
having a pointed end for engaging a tie portion or the 
neckband of a shirt when said stay is in applied position 
upon said collar wing, said hook defining the terminal-end 
of said collar stay, said hook and said penetrating point 
lying in planes which are substantially perpendicular, 
a sleeve fixedly mounted on the end of said first brace 
member and extending outwardly therefrom in spaced 
encircling relationship relative to said second wire-like 
member for preventing the engaged portion of the tie- or 
neckband from slipping down too far on said hook, and 
a compression spring mounted on said first brace member 
between said projection and said stop to urge said brace 
towards an extended position. 
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