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(57) Abstract: An ultrasonic diagnosis device (1) of an embodiment of the
present invention is equipped with the following: a position detection sec-
tion (15) for detecting the probe position of an ultrasonic probe (11); an ul-
trasonic-image generation section (22) for generating an ultrasonic image;
a storage section (29) for associating and storing volume data and a desig-
nated position designated by an operator; a cross-section image generating
section (27) for generating, on the basis of the volume data and the desig-
nated position, a scanned cross-section image corresponding to the desig-
nated position; a display section for displaying at least one of a first display
which displays the scanned cross-section image and the ultrasonic image,
and a second display which displays display content that is different from
the display content of the first display; and a control section (33) for con-
trolling the switching from the first display to the second display on the oc-
casion of the probe position detected by the position detection section (15)
having moved into a range corresponding to the designated position.
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Box No. IT Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

L |:| Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. I:l Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3 I:l Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. ITI Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
See extra sheet.

: I:l As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. I:I As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. I:l As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this intemational search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:
Claims 1-12 and 16

Remark on Protest |:| The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet(2)

The invention of independent claim 1 and the invention of independent
claim 13 have a common technical feature, i.e., an ultrasonograph which
includes: “an ultrasonic probe which transmits ultrasound to a subject
and receives waves reflected on the subject; a position detection unit
for detecting the probe position of the ultrasonic probe; an ultrasonic
image producing unit for producing an ultrasonic image on the basis of
the received reflected waves; and a storage unit for storing volume data
which is acguired inrelationto the subject and associatedwithaspecified
position specified by an operator.”

However, the above-said technical feature does not make a contribution
over the prior art in the light of the contents disclosed in the following
document.

Consequently, it is not considered that said technical feature is
a special technical feature.

Further, there is no other same or corresponding special technical
feature between these inventions.

(Document: JP 2006-167267 A (Hitachi Medical Corp.), 29 June 2006
(29.06.2006), entire text; all drawings (Family: none)

Accordingly, the inventions set forth in claims 1-16 are classified
into two invention groups each of which has a special technical feature
indicated below.

(Invention group 1) claims 1-12 and 16

An ultrasonograph which includes: “a sectional image producing unit
for producing a scanned sectional image corresponding to the specified
position on the basis of the volume data and the specified position;
adisplayunit for displayingat least oneof a first displaywhichdisplays
the scanned sectional image and the ultrasonic image and a second display
which displays display contents different from the display contents of
the first display; and a control unit for controlling switching from
the first display to the second display in response to a movement of
the probe position detected by the position detection unit to a range
corresponding to the specified position.”

(Invention group 2) claims 13-15

An ultrasonograph “which includes a sectional image producing unit
for producing a thumbnail image corresponding to the specified section
on the basis of the volume data or the ultrasonic image and a display
unit for displaying the thumbnail image, the ultrasonograph being adapted
such that the input unit specifies the thumbnail image and further includes
a guide information producing unit which produces probe guide information
for guiding the ultrasonic probe from the probe position to a position
corresponding to the specified section on the basis of both the position
corresponding to the specified section relating to the thumbnail image,
which is displayed on the display unit and specified by the input unit,
and the probe position detected by the position detection unit.”

Claims 13-15 are not relevant to inventions which involve all of the
matters to define the invention in claim 1 and which have a same category.

(Continued to next extra sheet)

Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (July 2009)



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT [ntemational application No.
PCT/JP2014/051224

Further, as a result of the search which has been carried out with
respect to claims classified into Invention group 1, claims 13-15 are
not relevant to inventions on which it is substantially possible to carry
out a search without an additional prior-art search and judgment, and
there is no other reason for that it can be considered that it isefficient
to carry out a search on claims 13-15 together with claims 1-12 and 16,
and consequently, it is impossible to classifyclaims 13-15 into Invention
group 1.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (July 2009)
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