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ThlS 1nvent10n relates to 1mprovements in

bill boards or sign boards, and. part1cularly

“to’the supportlnor posts. of the same.

.The, primary object of the invention is to-
5 furnish a post supporting device of simple:

- and’'inexpensive construction; and one ‘which
will permit the adjustment, of: the post with
-a view: of ‘straightening the sign after one
or more-of the Iegs have sagged.

Amnother 1mportant object 15 'to- furmsh a
blll board ‘or sign post. supporting device,"
~the portion of which to be imbedded in-the:

- earth may be forcibly expanded to firmly

- anchor it in-the solid wall of the post hole':

15 preliminary to filling the latter, and the ex-
panding means belng readﬂy reached ‘when

" necessary for the purpose of adjustment.
A still further object is to provide a novel
bill board or sign post having special means

- 20' to- facuhtate the attachment of the blll board:

or sign to the post. =
‘A further object is to furmsh blll board

posts, and "post” supporting devices formed,

v of structural metal, such as channel irons or
© 28 angle irons, and so assembled as to- permit

forcible anchoring spread: of the supporting-

.~ devices® and - convement post readjustment,
whereby' the sign may be rigidly embedded

in the earth and -the post.portion readily
* together at: su1table pomts by bolts or' the

. 30 straightened or-alined when required:

With the foregoing objects outlined: and
with other objects in view which will appear
as the descr1pt1on proceeds, my invention con- -

~_sists in the novel features heremafter de-

" 85 seribed in- detail, illustrated in -the accom-"

panying drawmg, and’ more particularly
pointed out in the appended claims.
Referring to the drawing, '
Fig. 1is a rear view of a bill board or sign

prov1ded with my improvements, and show--
ing the post supporting devices before they

have been partially embedded ‘in. the earth.

" Fig. 2 is a perspective view. of the lower
NPT portlon of one post; and the supportmg de-f

vice:of the same: -+
FlO' 3isan.elevation of the structure shown

in. FlO‘ 2, but illustrating the manner in:

S which the supportma dev1ce s anchored in
o 5()' theﬂ earth Ca ; :

“has four legs instead of two.

vided with a plurality of metal bars 2 e
shaped in horizontal cross-section, and- con- 65

- any suitable fastening means such as bolts 16, *

‘bolt 19 “passes.

» thereon
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- Figs 4is'an enlarged horlzontal sectlonal )
view taken on line 4—4 of Fig. 3.

Fig. ¥ is a horizontal sectional view of a’
modification in which the supportm@ device
A
- Fig. 6 is a detail perspective view of the

‘special® blank and Washer preferably em— -
‘ployed.

Fig. 7isa partlal elevat1on of the modified
constructmn indicated-in Fig: 5.

60
“In the drawing, 1 indicates a- s1gn or bill -

‘board whick inay- " be of any desired construc- -

tion. In the present: instance; it is pro- e

i

nected to the: s1on by any. su1table means, (not

< ‘shown).”

These bars 2 cooperate W1th posts 8, and .

" each post consists of a pair of channel shaped o
“iroris 4, spaced apart as'shown at 5 to receive. 70
- the vertical weli 6 of one of the bars 2.© From'

Tig. 4, it may be seen that the channels are

opp051tely directed; and that the main- plate -

"7 of the bar rests agamst the front w1ngs .

8 of the channels.” =
The bats.2 are connected to the posts by
means of clamping plates 9 that are drawn

‘toward one another by bolts 10.

The channels ‘of ‘each post are connected E
80
like 11. o
A’ cross “bar 12 extends through the slot o
5 and is clamped -in the position 1llustrated,

by bolts 11, and each end of the cross. bar - ,
5

is p1votally connected by a bolt 18 or the
like; to a leg 14. Each leg preferably eon-

sists of a pair of angle irons 15, spaced apart-

by the. cross bar and clamped together by
An anti-sag foot 17 is secured to the bot- 90~
tom of each leg by. any suitable means, not
shown, and- an anchoring fin 18 is ad]ustably B
mounted on ‘each leg. The fin- may consist of
a short piece of- ancrle iron, through which- a
Th1s bolt also ~extends
through ‘the slot-of the leg, and through a
clamping ‘plate 21. ~This construction- per--
mits the fin to be adjusted along the leg and *

_secured- in: any de51red anchormg p051t1on 1 G2
00+ -
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In order to adjust the post 3 relatively to
its supporting legs 14, any suitable adjusting
means may be used, but as a preferred em-
bodiment of such means, I employ a pair of
threaded rods 22 and 23, which pass
through the slot 5 of the post, and the slots
20 of 1its legs, and each rod is provided with
an adjustable block 24, that is forced against
one of the legs by a nut 25. -

Nuts 26 on the intermediate portions of

the rods, function to force spaced clamping

plates 27 against opposite sides of the posts
to position and support the latter.  And it
will be noted that by proper adjustment of
said spaced clamps,-the post may be shifted
lengthwise of the cross-bar 12, or angularly
moved in the plane of the latter, thus provid-
ing for readjustment in case of sag of any
leg 14, and true alinement with other posts

-even if the post lholes are not accurately

placed. _ : ,

It will be understood that each post of the
sign has a supporting structure of the kind
described, and in using the invention, a hole

98, of the type shown 1n Fig. 8, will be dug

in the ground to receive the leg portion 14,
14 of the supporting device of each post. In
placing the legs 14, 14 in said post hole, they

are positioned by adjustment of nuts 25, 25
s0.as to be in a slightly retracted closed to-

gether position, so that when lowered into
the post hole 28, they may be forcibly spread
by reverse adjustment of said nuts 25, 25,
to force the lower end. of said legs apart
against the unloosened earth wall of said hole,
fins 18, 18 also biting into the latter, such
spreading movement. firmly anchoring said
legs preliminary to refilling said holes 28.
After such forcible anchoring adjustments

‘of the legs 14, 14 have been made by means -

of the nuts 25 and 25, the holes will be filled
to further anchor the supporting devices in
position, and such filling 1f desired may cover
the entire supporting structure.

-~ It will be obvious that such a supporting

structure will hold the bill board steady and
straight, in spite of strong wind pressures,
but should either post sag, then, by adjust-
ing the nuts 25, the sign may be straightened

‘or posts alined as above set forth. In ad-

dition, adjustment of the nuts 25 will enable

their first anchoring become loosened by ac-
cident or aftér settlement of the earth filled
hole.. : :

In order that the nuts 25 may always exert
an axial strain on bolts 22 and 23, I prefer-
ably employ a washer plate 250, as clearly
seen in Fig. 6, which plate has a concave in-
ner face 251 and a bolt aperture 252. 1 also
preferably form the adjustable blocks 24 as
indicated in said Fig. 6, said blocks having a
convex face 241 against which the concave

face 251 of washer 250 adjustably seats. I.

also provide said blocks 24 with an elongated
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bolt aperture 242 so as to permit considerable
adjustment movement of the washers 250 on
their adjustable seating. ‘ :

The - structure - above described though
usable for any post structure, has been de-

sioned especially -for bill boards and the

like, where wind pressures will be exerted
from directly opposite sides, but in case the
supporting structure is used with a sign post
subjected to pressures from various angles,
it may be-advisable to-employ an additional
pair of legs. Such a construction is shown
in Figs. 5 and 7. In this form of the in-
vention, the webs of the channel irons of

the post may be slotted at their lower ends
to receive a pair. of threaded rods. and a.

cross bar, positioned at right angles to and
similar to the rods 22,23, and the cross bar 12.
Clamping plates, similar to the plates 27, and
nuts, functioning similar to the nuts 25
may be mounted on the rods 31 to engage the

70
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opposite faces of the post, and each rod 31 -

may also be provided with clamping blocks
and nuts which function on the auxiliary legs
32, in a manner similar to the blocks 24 and
nuts 25.

Due to this arrangement, the post may be

90- -

adjusted in. various directions to accommo- -

date any leaning of the same, or sagging of
one.or more of the legs. v

From the foregoing disclosure, it is be-
lieved that the construction, operation and
advantages of the invention may be readily
understood,. and I am aware that various

changes may be made in the details disclosed,.

without departing from the spirit of the in-
vention, as expressed in the claims.

What I claim and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent is: ‘
1. In a structure of the character de-
scribed, a post, a supporting member secured
to the .post, legs pivotally mounted on the
supporting member, threaded rods connect-
ing the post and legs, and adjustable elements
on said rods for fixing the legs in various
positions relatively to said post.

2. In a structure of the character de-
scribed,.a slotted post, a supporting member

connected to the post, slotted: legs pivotally

mounted on the supporting member, threaded
members passing through the slots of the post
and legs, and threaded elements mounted on
the rods for adjustably securing the legs in
various positions relatively to the post.
3.-In a structure of the character described,
a post, a supporting member secured to the

100-
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post, legs pivotally connected to the support- -

ing member and provided with slots, thread-
ed rods connecting the post-and legs and ex-

tending through the slots of the latter, and

adjustable members on the rods for holding

_the legs in various positions relatively to said

post. : L , :
4. In a structure of the character described,

‘a post, a supporting member secured.to the.

125 -

130 -
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post legs connected to said supportlng mem- -

- ber, threaded rods connecting the legs and
' post and extending through the latter, and

10

15

-adjustable members on the rods engaging op-

posite sides of the post.
5. In a structure of the character descr1bed°
a structural metal post having a vertlcally

'_dlsposed slot,-a eross bar extending through

said slot and secured to the post, slotted legs

pivotally connected to the cross bar, thread- -

ed rods passing through the slots in the post

and legs, clamping members on the rods en-- -

gaging. oppos1te sides of the post, and clamp- -
ing blocks on the rods engaging said legs.

6. In a structure of the character described,
a post, a cross bar secured to the post, legs
pivotally connected to the cross bar, each
leg having an elongated vertical slot, thread-

* ‘ed rods passing through the post and. through

20

25

30

the slots in the legs, adjustable members on -
the rods engaging opposite sides of the post,.
and ad]ustable blocks on: the rods engaging* ;
said legs. ‘
7. In a structure of the character described,

a post, a cross bar secured to the post, legs -

prOtaHy connected to the cross bar, a thread- -
ed rod adjustably connecting said legs, a
block on one of said legs having a convex
outer face and an elonaated rod passageway,
a washer plate hav1n0* a.rod aperture and a
concave inner face: ad]ustably seatable .on:

block convex face, and a nut.on said rod seat-

able on said washer plate and: adapted to

" adjustably seat said plate on said block when

40
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drawn up so as to exert an axial strain only

“on said rod.

In testlmony whereof T afﬁx my signature.
HARRY G ‘ELLIS.
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