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This invention relates to a device for positioning a boat
adjacent a dock and holding it in such position in a yield-
ing manner.

The principal object of the invention is the provision
of a device for holding a boat adjacent a dock while per-
mitting controlled movement relative thereto.

A further object of the invention is the provision of
a device for holding a boat to a dock which incorporates
means for locking the device to the boat and means for
securing the device to a dock.

A still further object of the invention is the provision
of a simple and economical boat standoff device by which
a boat may be held in spaced relation to a dock and per-
mitted a degree of movement relative thereto while pro-
tecting the boat from damage as would occur if the same
touched the dock.

A still further object of the invention is the provision
of a boat standoff and locking device which may be
quickly and easily installed in pairs on a dock to hold a
boat adjacent thereto. The boat standoff and locking de-
vice disclosed herein comprises a simple means of tying
up a boat to a dock and avoids the necessity of using fend-
ers or bumpers or other cushioning means as commonly
employed. The device disclosed herein prevents the boat
from touching the dock while holding it in a yieldable
fashion and thereby prevents the boat from being dam-
aged. The device disclosed herein may be locked to the
boat so that the boat is in effect locked to the dock and
the locking means is easily unlocked and disconnected at
the boat end of the device when desired.

With the foregoing and other objects in view which
will appear as the description proceeds, the invention re-
sides in the combination and arrangement of parts and in
the details of construction hereinafter described and
claimed, it being the intention to cover all changes and
modifications of the example of the invention herein
chosen for purposes of the disclosure, which do not con-
stitute departures from the spirit and scope of the in-
vention.

The invention is illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ing, wherein:

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a portion of a dock
showing the boat standoff and locking device attached
thereto, broken lines illustrating a portion of a boat.

FIGURE 2 is a side elevation of the boat standoff de-
vice with parts broken away and parts in cross section
and wherein broken lines illustrate a portion of a boat.

By referring to the drawings and FIGURE 1 in par-
ticular, it will be seen that a dock is generally indicated
by the numeral 10 and has side frame members 11 and
12 and a supporting post 13. On L-shaped angle mem-
ber 14 having a plurality of offset apertured brackets
15, 15 on the vertical portion thereof is secured to the
dock 10 by fasteners 14A which are preferably arranged
so that they cannot be readily removed. A cylinder 16
has a bifurcated apertured extension 17 engaged on the
centermost of the apertured brackets 15 and a pivot rod
18 is positioned through the brackets 15 as well as the
apertured extension 17. A pair of arms 19, 19 extend
diagonally from the forward part of the cylinder 16 to
eyelets 20, 20 which are engaged about the pivot rod 18
and adjacent the inner sides of the outermost of the aper-
tured brackets 15, 15. The cylinder 16 is thus held in
pivotal but otherwise fixed relation to the angle mem-
ber 14 which is secured to the dock 10.
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A piston rod 21 is positioned partially wtihin and
partially without the cylinder 16 as best seen.in FIGURE
2 of the drawings with a pair of coil springs 22 and 23
positioned on either side of the piston which comiprises a
disc secured to the inner end of the piston rod 21 and
respectively engaged against the closed end of the cyl-
inder 16 and the inner side of a threaded cap 24. The
cap 24 is centrally apertured fo permit the piston rod 21
to move relative thereto and is preferably provided with
a pin 25 which is peened in position to lock the cap 24

“ to the cylinder 16 after it is installed.

The outer end of the piston rod 21 is downturned as
at 26 and the end thereof is apertured. A pair of curved
arms 27, 27 are pivoted to the piston rod by a pivot 28
in spaced relation to the downwardly curved end 26
thereof and the free ends of the curved arms 27, 27 are
apertured so that they can be moved through an eyelet
such as indicated at 29 in the drawings. When the aper-
tured arms 27, 27 are moved through the eyelet 29 as
shown in FIGURES 1 and 2 of the drawings a padlock
such as indicated at 30 may be positioned therethrough
so as to lock the arms 27, 27 to the downturned end 26
of the piston rod 21. The eyelet 29 is attached to the
forepart of the boat such as seen in FIGURE 1 and in-
dicated by the numeral 31 and it will occur to those
skilled in the art that the length of the cylinder 16 and
the -piston rod 21 will be such to position the boat in
suitable relation to the dock 10 and any and all parts
thereof.

It will occur to those skilled in the art that a duplicate
assembly is used at the rear end of the boat so that the
boat is held in spaced relation to the dock at both its
forward and rearward ends. Wave motion or motion
caused by other boats will be imparted to the boat 31
as is customary but the boat 31 will not move against
the dock 10 and therefore no fenders, bumpers, or other
cushioning devices are required or needed. At the same
time the boat is permitted to move relative to the dock
10 by the movement of the piston and piston rod 21 as
it acts to compress one or the other of the springs 22 and
23 which control the degree of movement permitted.

There is therefore no danger of injuring the portion
of the boat to which the eyelets 29 are secured as there
is no rigid connection therewith.

It will thus be seen that a boat standoff and locking
device has been disclosed which when used in pairs se-
cures a boat to a dock and at the same time protects the
boat against touching the dock or any part thereof. It
will occur to those skilled in the art that while the eye-
let 19 is shown on the center line of the boat the device
is equally effective when it is secured to eyelets posi-
tioned on either side of the boat.

It will thus be seen that a boat standoff and locking
device has been disclosed which meets the several ob-
jects of the invention, and having thus described my in-
vention, what I claim is:

1. A boat standoff and locking device comprising a
member of angular configuration arranged for attachment
to a dock, a piston and cylinder assembly, the cylinder
portion of said assembly being pivoted to said member so
as to extend sidewardly therefrom, a piston rod connected
to said piston of said piston and cylinder assembly and
extending outwardly of said cylinder and having a down-
turned apertured end and at least one curved arm piv-
oted to said piston rod adjacent said downturned end
and apertured and arranged so that its apertured end reg-
isters with said apertured end of said piston rod for re-
ceiving a padlock therethrough, springs caged in said cyl-
inder on the opposite sides of said piston and normally
biasing said piston to a central position in said cylinder.

2. A boat standoff and locking device comprising an
elongated body member having a horizontal section and
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a vertical section, said horizontal section having apertures
for receiving fasteners to secure said body member to a
dock, said vertical section having at least one project-
ing apertured bracket thereon, a pivot pin positioned
through said apertured bracket and secured thereto, a
piston and cylinder assembly, said cylinder having a closed
end with a bifurcated apertured extension thereon en-
gaged on said pivot pin with portions of said bifurcated
apertured extension positioned on either side of said
apertured bracket, a pair of arms secured to said cylinder
outwardly from said extension the inner ends of said
arms having eyelets therein and secured to said pivot pin.

3. A boat standoff and locking device comprising an
elongated body member having a horizontal section and a
vertical section, said horizontal section having apertures
for receiving fasteners to secure said body member to a
dock, said vertical section having projecting apertured
brackets longitudinally spaced with respect to one another,
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a pivot pin positioned through said apertured brackets
and secured thereto, a piston and cylinder assembly, said
cylinder having a closed end with a bifurcated apertured
extension thereon engaged on said pivot pin with por-
tions of said bifurcated apertured extension on either side
of one of said apertured brackets, a pair of arms secured
to said cylinder outwardly from said extension the inner
ends of said arms having eyelets therein and secured to
said pivot pin adjacent the others of said apertured

10 brackets.

15

References Cited in the file of this patent
UNITED STATES PATENTS

1,094,610 Steinhater - oo Apr, 28, 1914
1,786,994 Halberstadter e Dec. 30, 1930
2,155,043 GOrsKeY e e Apr. 18, 1939
2,588,682 Wyeth e Mar. 11, 1952
2,899,194 Zunmwalt - ____ Aug. 11, 1959



