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To old, whon, it noty concern: 
Be it known that I, WINFIELD SCOTT RUS 

SELL, a citizen of the United States, and a resi 
dent of the city, county, and State of New 
York, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Fountain Ink - Wells, of 
which the following is a specification. 

... This invention relates to fountain ink-wells 
and has for its object to provide a simple, 

? ? cheap and easily constructed device of this 
character by means whereof, the ink will not 
only be securely protected from the air and 
prevented from spilling, even should the ink 
well be overturned, but which may also be 
refilled without removing the cover, or other 
of the parts thereof. 
A further and particular object of the in 

vention is to obviate one of the main disad 
vantages of the present form of fountainink 
stand, wherein, when the funnel is hastily de 
pressed by the pen, it is not infrequently 
pushed inward, so far or so forcibly, as to 
cause the ink to overflow the funnel and run 
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down the sides of the ink-well. It has been 
attempted to avoid this by makiug the tube 
of the funnel of such a length as to abut 
against the bottom of the well when sufficiently 
depressed, but this is only possible when each 
funnel is specifically made for some one ink 
stand, instead of, as preferably, being adapted 
to any form or size, and moreover since it has 
as yet been found practically impossible to 
manufacture any two glass ink-Wells abso 
lutely alike interiorly, considerable difficulty 
is encountered in making these tubes and 
wells correspond and fit together. 
The invention, which is primarily designed 

to overcome these manifold faults and diffi 
culties, consists in the novel construction and 
arrangement of parts hereinafter more fully 
described and particularly set forth. 
In the accompanying drawings, forming 

part of this specification, in which like letters 
of reference designate corresponding parts 
throughout all the views, Figure 1 is a per 
spective view of an ink-well embodying my 
invention. Fig.2is a transverse vertical Sec 
tion through the center of the ink-Well, illus 
tratingthe variouselements and features con 
stituting my device. Fig. 3 is a similar view 

of the central funnel and tube when removed, 
and Fig. 4 is a section of the said funnel on 
the line ac—ac Fig. 3. 
Upon the ink-well A, which is preferably 

square in shape and made of glass, I form a 
collar or rim, a, externally screw-threaded 
and having thereon the ledge a'. Resting on 
this ledge is a rubber disk bhaving the usual 
opening in the center for the funnel, sur 
rounding which is the lip b°. Over the diskis 
placed the cover B internally screw-threaded, 
and engaging with the rim a. This cover 
also has at its center an opening B' consider 
ably larger than the opening b' in the disk. 
Within the opening b' is fitted the funnel c 
having the peripheral grooved therein, in 
which groove the lip b of the disk b extends, 
space being left between the said lip and the 
roof of the groove at the top and the bead c'. 
at the bottom. The funnel has depending 
therefrom the tube e, integral there with, and 
projecting downward to within a short dis 
tance of the bottom of the well. At equidis 
tant points in the funnel are formed air-holes 
f extending through the neck thereof and 
opening into the groove in the form of slots 
f'. Upon the funnel at the exterior of its top 
or mouth I provide an annular flange g taper 
ing outward and appreciably wider than the 
opening B' in the cover. 
The pen depressing the funnel, the ink flows 

through the tube e into the same, the flange 
g abutting against the cover and preventing 
the funnel from being forced too far inward. 
The diskbbears against the roof of the groove 
d in the funnel and prevents any air from en 
tering the well. The disk also serves to re 
store the funnel to the raised position. 
When it is desired to fill the ink-well the 

funnel is slightly raised and the groove di be 
ing wider than the disks and the slots if ex 
tending from top to bottom thereof, the said 
disks bearing upon the bead c' leaves a space 
above the same thus connecting the air with 
the air-holes f, whereby the air within the 
well may escape and permit the ink to be 
poured therein through the funnel. 
I do not claim broadly the use of a rubber 

disk, nor the bare principle of providing the 
funnel with air-holes, as I am aware that ink 
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stands have been made heretofore embody- the depth thereof, substantially as shown and 
ing the general outlines of each of these fea 
tures; but W 
What I do claim as new, and desire to secure 

5 by Letters Patent, is 
1. In a fountain ink-well, a funnel having a 

flangeupon the top thereof, a peripheral groove 
therein and air-holes in the base thereof open 
ing into the groove, substantially as shown 

Io and described. 
2. In a fountain ink-well, the combination 

with a well, a cover therefor, and a funnel 
having a peripheral groove therein and air 
holes in the base thereof opening into slots in 

I5 the groove, of a rubber disk surrounding the 
funnel at the groove, and of less thickness 
than the depth thereof, substantially as shown 
and described. 

3. In a fountain ink-well, the combination 
20 with a well, a cover therefor, and a funnel. 

having an annular flange at the top thereof, 
a peripheral groove therein and air-holes in 
the base thereof opening into slots in the 
groove, of a rubber disk surrounding the fun 

25 nel at the groove and of less thickness than 

described. h- 

4. In a fountain ink-Well, the combination 
with a well, a cover having an opening therein, 
and a funnel within the said opening having 30 
an annular flange thereon projecting beyond 
the said opening to act as a stop, a peripheral 
groove in the said funnel, and air-holes in 
the base thereof opening into slots extending 
from top to bottom of the groove, of a rubber 35 
disk intervening the well and the cover and 
surrounding the funnel at the mouth, a lip 
upon the said funnel of less thickness than 
the depth of the said funnel, whereby the air 
holes may be connected with the air, substan- 4o 
tially as shown and described. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my invention I have signed my name, in pres 
ence of two witnesses, this 25th day of Janu 
ary, 1894. 

WINFIELD. SCOTT RUSSELL. 
Witnesses: 

- PERCY T. GRIFFITH, 
EDGAR, TATE. 

  


