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19 Claims,

My present invention relates to display con-
tainers, more especially to cartons used for the
combined purpose of shipping, storing and for
easel display of the contents. The invention is

8 shown embodied in a combination carton and
display easel for crayons, although in its broader
aspects, it has many other fields of application.

An object of the invention is to provide an
attractive small ornamental package which am-

10 ply protects the contents and which can be set
in display easel position, in which the contents
are exposed for individual removal.

Another object is to provide an article of the
above type, by which a simple manual thrust

15 serves simultaneously to open the carton and set
the easel and a simple thrust in reverse direction,
serves simultaneously to close the carton and
collapse the easel to flat inobtrusive position.

Another object is to provide an article of the

20 above type which is made from not more than
two cardboard blanks, readily put together and
assembled in manufacture. .

Another object is to provide a carton of -the
above type, by which unique action picture ef-

23 fects are produced in the closing and opening
of theé carton, which are especially amusing and
appealing to child users.

Other objects will be in part obvious and in
part pointed out hereinafter.

30 ‘The invention is shown embodied in a flat car-
ton construction suitable for a dozen crayons.
Instead of the usual slide cover extending the
length of the carton, a slide is used according to
the present invention, much shorter than the

35 length of the carton, and in upper-most position

preferably maintains the cover flap tucked; an

extension integral with the rear panel thereof,
constituting an easel, preferably hinged at its
base to the lower edge of the carfon and so slit
and creased as to form a strut and an easel base
which automatically folds outward to set posi-
tion as the slide is moved downward.

Another feature is a display arrangement,

4% whereby the crayons are sustained upon a false
bottom, formed by a wide tongue cut from the
front panel of the carton and folded rearward
to afford a window. ‘

Another feature is the arrangement of a trans-

50 verse window in the slide member adapted to

expose the upper parts of the crayons through

the space between the cover flap and the upper
edge of the front panel and to close the lower
window when said slide is in lowermost position.

Another feature is the use of action pictures
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preferably on both the front and rear panels of
the carton and of the slide.

A picture on the slide complements or coacts
with one on the box exposed therebelow in raised
position of the slide, and with danother one ex-
posed theresbove in depressed position of the
slide. Similarly the picture on the easel strut
coacts with a picture on the box exposed as the
slide is moved downward to set the easel.

In the accompanying drawings in which are
shown one or more of various possible embodi-
ments of the several features of my invention,

Fig. 1 is a front perspective view of the closed
carton,

Fig. 2 is a rear perspective view of the closed
carton,

Fig. 3 is a front perspective view of the open
carton set in display position, : }

Fig. 4 is a rear perspective view of the open
carton set in display position,

Fig. 5 is a longitudinal sectional view on a
larger scale taken along the line 5—5 of Fig. 1,

Fig. 6 is a transverse sectional view on a larger
scale taken along the line 6-—6 of Fig. 1,

Fig. 7 is a plan view of the developed blank of _

the box element, and

Fig. 8 is a plan view of the developed blank

of the combined slide and easel element.
Referring now to the specific embodiment
shown in the drawings, the cover blank of Fig.
7 comprises & wide front panel 10, a wide rear
panel 11, narrow side strips or panels 12 and 13
and an extra tongue 14 by which the parts
folded on intervening crease lines are connected
together adhesively or by staples (not shown).
‘The rear panel has integral therewith, a narrow
cover extension 15 with a flap 16 which in down-
turned position, as best shown in Fig. 3, termi-
nates considerably short of the upper edge 17
of the front panel 10. The front panel has an
upwardly extending short tongue 18 extending
substantially the width of the panel and cut out
therefrom. This tongue is folded back as best
shown in Fig. 5 to afford a false bottom 19 for
sustaining the crayons C or other articles, ex-
posed through window 22, thus formed, the false
bottom being frictionally sustained in horizontal
position by the upturned end 20 of the tongue
18 which presses against the rear wall. 'The

tongue flap is laterally stepped as at 21 so as to -

improve the appearance of the window and also
to avoid weakening the box by slitting the creased
edges of the front panel through a length greater
than the thickness of the carton.

The lower edge of the front panel 10 has a
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bottom tongue 23 with a flap 24 to be upturned,
as more fully described below. The base crease
of the bottom tongue 23 has preferably a short
slit 25 to cooperate as hereinafter set forth with
a narrow tongue 26 extending from ‘the lower
edge of the rear panel 11,

The construction also involves a combined
slide and easel shown in Fig, 8. The slide com-
prises a wide front panel 27, a wide back panel
28 and narrow intervening end strips or panels
29 and 30 which determine the thickness of the
slide. The auxiliary tongue 31 at one end of the
blank is adhesively connected or stsiled to the
opposite side 30 as best shown in Fig. 6. The
slide which is adapted to embrace the carton is
of height preferably substantially half the height
of the carton.

Integral with rear panel 28 is the easel exten-
sion 32 which has unitary with the lower end
thereof, a tuck flap 33 with a median short slit 51,
like slit 25 in Fig. 7. The overall height of the
rear panel and easel extension above the tuck
flap Is equal to the height of the carton. The
easel extension is separated from the rear panel
by transverse slits 3¢ and 35 aligned with the
lower edge of the front panel 27 and joined at
their inner ends by a bridge 36, from which ex-
tend longitudinal slits 37 and 38 into the slide
panel 28, said latter slits connected at their
upper ends by a short transverse crease 39 along
which the upper part or strut 36 of the easel
flexes outwardly when the easel is to be set, as
best shown in Fig. 4. The lower end of the strut
extends the entire width of the panel above the
crease 40 somewhat below the lower edge of the
slide.

The slide formed from the blank of Fig. 8 is
telescoped over the box made from the blank of
Fig. 7. As best shown in Fig. 5, flap 33 on the
slide extension 32 is reversely folded and the
tongue 26 at the lower edge of the rear panel
11 of the box is inserted through slot 51 and then
passed across the thickness of the narrow bot-
tom 23 of the box with the flap 26’ of said tongue
tucked inward and upward immediately under the
front panel 10. The crayons C resting on the
false bottom 19 and the slide being in its upper-
most position, overlapping the cover flap 16, the
package is in the closed condition shown in Figs.
1 and 5.

Preferably the front panel of the slide has a
transverse slot 41 therein, which in the upper-
most position of the slide exposes the crayons to
view through the space intervening between the
cover flap 16 and the upper edge 17 of the front
panel as best disclosed in PFig. 1. '

When it is desired to set the carton in dis-
play or use position, the slide is simply pushed
downward by a straight manual thrust, in which
it reaches the position shown in Figs. 3 and 4.
In this operation, the slide thus exposes the cover
flap 16 and the upper ends of the crayons C as
shown. In the downward movement of the
slide, as best shown in Fig. 4, the easel portion
must automatically flex outward since the trans-
verse crease 39 at the upper end of the easel strut
36 which remains in the plane of the slide is
caused to approach the hinged lower edge of the
easel. Accordingly, the easel' becomes set, the
crease 40 permitting strut 36 to flex outwardly
and to cause the easel support 32 to move down-
wardly to form the table rest of the easel.

To close the carton, the slide is raised from
the position shown in Figs. 3 and 4 to the posi-
tion shown in Figs. 1 and 2 while holding the
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cover flap 16 so that the slide will pass thereover.
In the closed position, the easel 32-—-36 extends
flat and continuous with the panel against the
rear wall of the carton as best shown n Fig. 2.
The closed package as shown in Fig. 1, presents
an attractive appearance in whick the crayons
while exposed to view through windows 22 and
41, are yet adequately protected. :

In a preferred embodiment, pictorial repre-
sentations are used on the box and on the slide,
which cooperate to afford interesting and amus-
ing actions, performed in the shift of the slide
from one to the other of its two alternative posi-
tions.

In the illustrative embodiment shown in the
drawings, the carton when closed presents the
figure of a boy 45 on the slide panel, resting on his
hands and knees and whose body closes part of
slot 41. The boy is shown in the act of drawing
a picture 46 most of which picture appears on
the lower exposed half of the box. In the lower-
most position, the picture of the boy resting on
hands and knees is at the bottom, and covers
picture 46, but exposes another picture 47 on the
upper part of the box, illustratively children with
a board about to spank the boy 45. The transi-
tion from one pictorial representation to the
other as the slide is moved is amusing especially
to children.

At the rear face of the slide panel is illustra-
tively shown the picture of a kneeling boy 48
which, in the lowermost position of the panel
is still exposed, -the slits 37 and 38 determining
the lateral contour of the boy whose body is now
flexed rearward from the panel to form the easel
strut. In this lowermost position of the slide
pane] there becomes exposed a picture on the rear
panel of the box, illustratively of another boy
49 in the process of playing leap frog with the
first- boy.

Figs. 7 and 8 indicate the relation of the pic-
tures lithographed on the respective blanks. The
pictures 45 and 48 on the two panels of the slide
of Fig. 8 and the picture 49 on the rear panel of
the carton are thus each substantially complete,
while the front panel of the carton has two dis-
tinct pictures 46 and 47 separated by the trans-
verse line 50. Each of the pictures 46 and 47
is complementary to the picture 45 on the front
panel of the slide. . C

Thus, it will be seen that the invention from
the aspect of the action pictures depends on the
use of complementary pictures on the slide and
box respectively, the picture and slide having a
correlation to provide a pictorial scene in co-
ordination with one or either of two pictures, one
or the other of which is exposed to view, depend-
ing on the position of the slide.

Of course any of an infinite number of possible
pictorial arrangements could be used with the
general mechanical coaction thereof set forth,
and the detailed description of the particular
pictures shown is merely for clearer understand-
ing of the principle and not by way of limitation.

It will thus be seen that there is herein de-
scribed an article in which the several features
of this invention are embodied, and which article
in its action attains the various objects of the
invention and is well suited to meet the require-
ments of practical use.

As many changes could be made in the above
construction, and many apparently widely differ-
ent embodiments of this invention could be made
without departing from the scope thereof, it is

intended that all matter contained in the above 7
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description or shown in the accompanying draw-
ings shall be interpreted as illustrative and not
in a limiting sense.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent is:—

1. A combination carton and easel compris-
ing a flat box having a slide member thereabout
disposed near the fop of the box in the closed
position thereof, and slidable downward for open-
ing said box, said slide having a portion hinged
thereto at one end thereof and hinged at the op-
posite end thereof to the bottom of the box and
having an outward crease above the bottom and
below the slide portion, thereby automatically to
form an easel for the box as the slide is moved
downward.

2. An easel carton for crayons or the like in-
cluding a box with an inturned flap at its top, a
cardboard slide member encircling said box and
in its uppermost position retaining said flap in
closed position, said slide having an easel exten-
sicn connected at its lower end in hinged relation
to the bottom of said box and at its upper end in
hinged relation to the slide proper, said easel
extension presenting a transverse hinge portion
substantially midway between the boitom and

" the top thereof, wherehy in moving the slide
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downward to open position, the flat easel is moved
rearward and outward to_operative position.
- 3. An easel carton for crayons or the like com-
prising a flat cardboard box having a cover flap
at its top and a cardboard slide of length less
than that of the box, and in the uppermost posi-
tion thereof maintaining the flap in closed posi-
tion, an easel member connecting the slide to the
box and flattened against the rear of the box in
the uppermost position of the slide, said easel
member having a hinge conformation between
the uppermost and lowermost ends thereof, to
automatically flex rearward and downward as
the slide is moved downward along the box, there-
by concurrently to open the box and set the easel
to operative position.

4. A combination carton and easel for crayons

or the like comprising a flat box, a slide member.

about said box and of length less than that of
said box, and maintaining said box closed when
in uppermost position, an easel member normally
flat against the resr of said box when in closed
position, said easel member integral with said
slide, and presenting an integral flap at the lower
end tucked into the box to afford a hinging con-
nection with the bottom of the box, said easel
member having a transverse crease below the
slide proper, and a transverse crease of width
less than that of the slide extending across the
body of the slide, that part of said easel above
the bottom of the slide being slit out of the body
of the slide, whereby in downward movement of
the slide to open position, the easel becomes au-
tomatically set, with the portion thereof below
the median crease serving as the support and the
length thereof between the two creases serving as
a strut. :

5. A combination carton and easel for crayons.

or the like, comprising a flat box, having a cover
flap at its top, a cardboard slide encircling said
box and of length considerably less than the
height of said box, said slide in uppermost posi-
tion maintaining the cover tucked closed, easel
means flat against the rear of said box when in
closed position, said easel means comprising a
strut portion and a support portion both in-
tegral with said slide, the support portion ex-

3

tending substantially the width of the box and in-
cluding a-flap at its lower end tucked into the
box, the strut portion being substantially cut out
of the slide at the upper part thereof, and having
8 transverse hinging crease connection with the
slide, a transverse crease below the slide con-
stituting the junction between the strut portion
and support portion of the easel, whereby in mov-
ing the slide downward to open the carton, the
easel becomes automatically set.

6. A combination carton and easel compris-
ing a pair of cardboard blanks, one of said blanks
assembled into a flat box, closed at its lower end,
having a cover flap at its upper end, the second

blank assembled to constitute a slide encircling ?

the box, and of length considerably less than the
height of said box and serving in its uppermost
position to tuck the cover flap in closed position,
said slide having hinged thereto, the upper end of
an easel portion, extending flat along the back
of the box when the slide is in elevated position,
said easel tucked at the lower end thereof into
the bottom of the box, and presenting a trans-
verse median crease about which the easel portion
automatically hinges rearward and downward
as the slide is moved toward the lower end of
the box to cause the cover flap to open.

7. A combination carton and easel for crayons
or the like, comprising a flat box having a cover
with a flap spaced in its lowermost position, from
the top of the box proper, a distinct slide and
easel blank comprising a slide element encircling
the box, of length approximately half the height
of the box and adapted in its uppermost position
to maintain the cover flap locked closed, the rear
panel of said slide blank extending substantially
the entire area of the rear of said box and in-
cluding a flap at its lower end tucked into said
box, said panel being slit transversely to define
the lower edge of the slide, the slide proper hav-
ing two slits extending longitudinally, upward
from said lower edge and being creased trans-
versely between the upper ends of said slits, the
blank being creased transversely below said slide,
whereby in moving the slide downward along the
box, the easel portion will flex rearwardly and
downwardly to determine an easel support at the
lower part thereof and a strut at the upper part
thereof. .

8. A combination carton and easel for crayons
or the like, comprising a flat box, a cover slide
and easel member for said box comprising a sin-
gle blank including a slide encircling the box and
of height substantially half that of the box and
having integrally extending from the rear face
thereof, an easel including a strut portion con-
nected by a short fold line to the body of the slide
at the rear thereof, and a support portion integral
with said strut portion extending substantially
the width of the box, tucked at its lower end into
the bottom of the box and connected by a trans-
verse fold line across the width of the box, with
respect to the strut portion, whereby in the down-

ward movement of the slide to open position, the.

upper end of the strut portion remains in the
plane of the box, the forward end of the support
portion remains at the bottom of the box and the
intermediate crease flexes downward and rear-
ward thereby setting the easel.

9. A combination carton and easel for crayons
and the like, comprising a blank formed as a flat
box, a second blank comprising a slide of length
less than that of the box and encircling the latter,
an easel extension integral with said slide and
lying in the plane of one face of said slide when
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the latter is in uppermost position, the lower end
of sald easel having a fiap extension tucked into
said box, said box having a narrow tongue pro-
truding through s slit at the flap extension of
Said easel, said narrow tongue tucked at its for-
ward edge into a corresponding slit at the forward
face of said carton. )

10. A combination carton and easel comprising
a fiat box, presenting two transverse windows ex-
posing the contents near the bottom and near the
top thereof respectively, a slide encircling said
carton and of length materially less than the
height of said carton, & flap at the upper end of
the carton maintained in tucked position, with
the slide uppermost, said slide in lowermost posi-
tion covering the lower of said windows, an easel
structure unitary with said slide, hinged at its
lower end to the lower end of said box and flat
against the rear of sald box when the slide is in

. uppermost position, thereby limiting the upward

movement of said slide, said easel preventing the
downward movement of said slide, beyond the
lower end of the box, in which latter position, the
easel is operatively set.

11. As an article of manufacture, a blank for
a combination cover slide and easel, said blank
comprising a peir of wide front and back paneis
with intervening narrow side panels, said rear
panel having a unitary extension at the lower end
thereof to form an easel base, the rear panel hav-
ing two longitudinal slits extending from the inner
ends of longitudinal slits that define the lower
edge of the slide, and a transverse crease connect-
ing the upper ends of the longitudinal slits.

12. A combination carton and easel comprising

. & flat box member having a sliding panel thereon

40
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of width less than the length of said carton, said
panel having an easel piece unitary therewith
hinged at its lower edge to the lower edge of said
carton and flat against the rear wall of said box
when the panel is in uppermost position, said slide
panel and easel having a picture thereon, two slits
longitudinally of the slide panel conforming to the
contour of a figure of said picture, said panel
having a transverse crease at the upper ends of
said slits to determine the upper end of an out-
wardly bending easel strut automatically set as
the slide panel is'slid downward, the box having a
picture normally covered by said slide panel and
exposed to view as the slide panel is moved down-
ward, the picture on said slide panel being com-
plementary to that on said box.

13. As an article of manufacture, a flat carton
member for crayons or the like, having a front
panel, terminating well below the upper edge of
the rear panel, the latter having a downturned
flap, the front panel having two distinct pictures
thereon separated by a transverse line midway
of the height of the.carton, the rear panel having
a picture on the upper half thereof, the pictures
at the upper part of the front and rear panels

depicting an action, a slide encircling said carton -

of height substantially half that of the carton
and having at its rear face and integral there-
with, an easel conformation tucked into the bot-
tom of the carton, said easel conformation includ-
ing a strut member comprising an upwardly ex-
tending tongue slit from the material of the panel,
the rear panel and easel presenting a complete
picture, said picture being complementary to that
on the rear of said box, when the Iatter is exposed
in downward movement of the slide, the front of
the slide presenting a picture complementary to
that exposed therebelow on the front of the car-
ton, and complementary to that exposed to view
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at the upper part of the carton when said alide is
moved downward in exposing the cover flap and
setting the easel.

14, A flat carton for crayons or the like, having
a slide of length less than the height of said carton
for closure of the carton in one setting of said slide
and opening of the carton in another setting of
said slide, said slide having a picture on one face
thereof, said carton having a picture on the cor-
responding face thereof concealed by said slide
in closed position thereof and exposed in the other
position of said slide, said pictures being com-
plementary to represent an action in the transi-
tional movement for exposure of the concealed
picture, :

15. A carton for crayons or the like having a
slide thereabout of height substantially half that
of said carton for closure of the carton in the
uppermost position of said slide and opening of
sald carton in the lowermost position of said
slide, a picture on said carton concealed by said
slide when the latter is in the urpermost position
and exposed by said slide when the latter is in
lowermost position, said slide having a picture
complementary to that of said carton to represent
an action when the two pictures are in juxtaposed
relation in the open position of the slide.

16. A carton for crayons or the like, com-
prising a box member, a slide member thereon of
height substantially half that of said box mem-~
ber, means limiting the motion of said slide for
closure of said carton when the upper edge of
said slide is flush with the top of said carton
and for opening thereof when the lower edge of
said slide is flush with the lower edge of said
carton, & unitary picture having a part thereof
on said slide and a complementary part thereof
exposed on said box member when said slide is
in closed setting, said box member having an-
other picture concealed by said slide in upper-
most position of the latter and exposed by said
slide in lowermost position of the latter, the pic-
ture on said slide and on the upper part of said
box being complementary to represent an action
in the transition from the upper to the lower
setting of said slide.

17. A carton for crayons or the like comprising
& box member, a slide member thereabout of
height less than that of said carton, means con-
necting said slide member to said box member to
limit the movement of the former on the latter
to dispose the upper and lower edges of the
slide respectively in registration with the
upper and lower edges of the box mem-
ber in the movement of the slide from closed
to open position, said carton having an easel in
hinged relation at its upper end to a portion of
the slide between the upper and lower edges there-
of, and a hinge at its lower end to the lower
edge of the box and having a median hinge flat
against the box in the upper or closed setting of
the slide, said easel automatically flexing outward
in the downward movement of.the slide to the
limit defined by the lower hinge of the easel mem-
ber, the slide and easel having a picture thereon,
another picture on the carton concealed under
said first picture and exposed in the downward
movement of said slide, the two pictures exposed
in juxtaposed relation in the lowermost position
of said slide and outwardly flexed position of said
easel, representing an action in cooperation.

18. A flat carton for crayons or the like, having
a front wall with a window near the bottom there-
of, said window having its lower portion extend-
ing the entire width of the carton and of height
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substantially equal to the space between the front

and rear walls of the carton, said window having-

a portion of reduced width with its lateral edges
spaced inward from the lateral walls of the car-
ton, said front wall having a tongue cut therein,
determining said window, said tongue bent inward
with the wider portion thereof forming a false
bottom, said false bottom frictionally held at the
edges thereof against the rear wall of the carton,
the face of the narrower portion of said tongue
lying against the rear wall of the casing.

19, A combination carton and easel compris-

5

ing & flat box having a slide member thereabout
disposed near one end of the box in the closed po-
sition thereof, and slidable for opening said box,
said slide having & portion hinged thereto near
one-end thereof, said portion hinged near its op-
posite end adjacent an end of the box and having
an outward crease between the hinges of said
portion, thereby to form an easel for the box as
the slide member is moved from the closed po-
sition. ’ :

LAWRENCE WILSON SAULSBURY.
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