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6 Claims.

This invention relates to display racks particu-
larly designed for supporting and displaying
fiowers, and particularly sprays and the like.

An object of the invention is to provide a rack

of the character and for the purpose mentioned:

which may be used to advantage by undertakers,
funeral directors and florists.

A further object of the invention is to provide
a rack of this character in the form of a knock-

o

down, adjustable structure; the object, intentq 10

and purpose being to provide a rack which will
require relatively small storage space when not
in use, and which, when in use, will permit an
effective display of flower sprays and the like

to the end that the individual beauty of each

floral piece will be displayed to advantage.

A further object of the invention is to provide
a rack of the structure and for the purpose
stated which will permit the display thereon of

one, or relatively few pieces of floral displays:

without revealing to view so much of the rack
as would tend to detract from the effective dis-
play of the floral pieces thereon, whether such
pieces be great or small in number.

The invention together with its objects and:j

advantages will be best understood from a study

of the following description taken in connection

with the accompanying drawings wherein:
Figure 1 is a front elevational view of a floral

display rack embodying the features of the pres- ..

ent invention and set up for use.

Figure 2 is a detail in front elevation of one
of the spray clamping members.

Figure 3 is a top plan view thereof.

Figure 4 is a detail sectional view taken sub-
stantially on the line 4—& of Figure 1. ,

Figure 5 is a sectional view taken substantially
on a line §—5 of Figure 1. '

Figure 6 is a sectional view taken substantially
on a line §—6 of Figure 5.

Figure 7 is a detail of the washer to which one
end of the clamping member is attached.

Figure 8 is a front elevational view of a meoedi-
fied form of spray hanger, and

Figure 9 is a side elevational view thereof.

Referring more in detail to the drawings and
with particular reference to Figures 1 to 7, in-
clusive, it will be seen that in the preferred em-
bodiment thereof the display rack comprises a
center post composed of a plurality of telescoping
sections 5, 6 and 1, respectively.

The section § has suitably secured to the lower
end thereof a foldable supporting base 4. The
base 4 may be of any suitable construction and
is not of the essence of this invention.

The post or standard section 6 is secured at
the desired position of adjustment relative to
the post section § through the medium of a fit-
ting indicated generally by the reference nu-
meral 8; while the section T is secured at the de-
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sired position of adjustment relative to the sec-
tion 6 through the medium of a similar fitting
indicated generally by the reference 9.

Since the fittings 8 and 9 are substantially
identical in construction, a detailed description
of one will teach the other.

Thus referring more particularly to Figures 5
and- 6, it will be appreciated that edch of the
fittings 8, 9 embodies a tubular body 10 that has
formed integrally with one end thereef a split
clamp [l that includes apertured ears i2 with
which are associated bolt and nut means I3 °
through the medium. of which the clamp-
equipped end Il of the body 12 may be con-
tracted in order to secure the post sections; with
which: the fitting is associated, at the desired
relative position of adjustment.

The tubular body 10 has projecting laterally
therefrom lugs 14 and 15, respectively, that are
provided on one face thereof with ratchet teeth
to complement ratchet teeth formed on one face
of disks 18, 17, respectively, formed integral with
arm-accommodating sockets 18 and 19, respec-
tively. )

The disks 16 and 1T are secured at the desired
position of rotative adjustment relative to their
complemental ears 14, 15 through the mediuin
of bolt and nut means 20 and 21, respectively,
as clearly shown in Figure 5.

Associated with the fitting 8 are arms 22 which
at one end are engaged, respectively, in the
sockets 18, 19 forming part of fitting 8, while
similar arms 23, in the form of rods, are similarly
associated with the fitting 9. .

For bracing the arms 22, when in any position
of adjustment and-at an angle to the perpen-
dicular, there is provided & brace assembly, indi-
cated generally by the reference niumeral 24.

The brace assembly 24 embodies a collar 25
sleeved on the post section 5 and secured thereon
at the desired position of adjustment through the
medium of a . set screw 26. Collars 2T are riveted
on the arms 22 and 23. Links 29 are pivoted at
one end thereof to ears provided on dia-
metrically opposite sides of the collar 25,
and at the other end thereof are pivoted
to ears provided on the collars 2T as shown.
Thus it will be seen that with the set screw
26 loose, arms 22 may he swung vertically
to the desired position of angular adjustment
relative to-the perpendicular, after which the set
screws 26 aré threaded home into éngagement
with the standard. or post section 5 to secure the
arms in the position of adjustment to which they
have been moved. At thie same time the disks 8
and [T are held against the lugs 14 and I5 by the
set.screws 20 and 21 in the desired angular posi-
tion.

For similarly securing the arms 23 at the de-
sired position of angular adjustment relative to




2

the perpendicular, there is associated with the
arms 23 and the post or standard section 6 a
brace assembly, indicated by the reference nu-
meral 30 and which, as shown, is identical with
the brace assembly 24, and hence, it is believed,
need not be herein specifically described.

Also in accordance with the present invention,
there is provided for use on the arms 22 and 23
a floral piece suspension unit, indicated gener-
ally by the reference numeral 31. In the present
instance seven of such units 3f are illustrated,
there being one pair of units for each of the arms
22 and 23 and one unit mounted on each post
section 5, 6 and 7. The suspension unit or hanger
31 comprises a split clamp 32 secured to the arm
22 or 23 by a bolt 33 and wing nut 34, the bolt
also having a washer 35 thereon. A substantial-
ly triangular wire clamping member 36 is welded
or otherwise suitably secured to the outer face of
the washer adjacent one end of the wire, the
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ends of the wire being free and projecting angu- -

larly forwardly of the clamp 32 as shown at 37
and 38 and terminating in a stationary jaw 39
and a movable jaw 48, the ends of the jaws ex-
tending toward each other in overlapping rela-
tion.

The portion of the wire immediately adjacent
the jaws project in opposite directions from the
clamp as shown at 4! and 42 to form the top of
the triangle of the wire clamping member and a
collar 43 slidably connects said portions to pre-
vent spreading movement of the portion 42 rela-
tive to the portion £1. The wire at the bottom of
the clamping member 36 is coiled into a spring
44 to yieldably close the jaws.

In Figures 8 and 9 I have illustrated a modified
form of spray hanger and which comprises a bar
45 secured to a split clamp 46 attached to one
of the arms 22 or 23 by a bolt 47 and wing nut 48.

A ratchet disk 49 is formed in one side of the
clamp 48 which is engaged by a similar disk 50

formed on one side of the bar 45, the disks being.

centrally apertured for receiving the bolt 41. 'The
bar 45 has pivoted thereto as at 51—51 pointed
prongs 52—582, the prongs being spaced longitudi-
nally on the bar for penetrating into the sprays
which may be impaled thereon.

When desired, the post section 6 and associated
parts may be separated from the post section 5,
and post section 5, together with its associated
parts, used as the complete display rack.

It will also be appreciated that when not in
use, post section & may be separated from post
section B; post section 7 telescoped into post sec-
tion 6, with the arms 23 swung to a position sub-
stantially paralleling the post section 6 thus pro-
viding a relatively small compact rack for stor-
age purposes. In such condition, and for storage
purposes, the base or platform 4 may be folded,
and the arms 22 folded down against the post
section 5. Thus with the entire rack so knocked
down and folded, relatively small storage space
will be required therefor.

It is thought that the simplicity of the strue-
ture of the rack, together with its many advan-
tages, is such as not to require further detailed
description,

It is to be understood, however, that while I
have herein shown and described the preferred
embodiment of the invention, it is in no wise in-
tended to restrict the invention to the precise de-
tails of construction, combination, and arrange-
ment of elements, other than as may be required
by the prior art and scope of the appended
claims,
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Having thus described the invention what is
claimed as new is:

1. In a rack of the character described, a post
embodying a plurality of telescoping tubes and
fittings securing the tubes at the desired position
of longitudinal adjustment relative to one an-
other; each of said fittings embodying a plurality
of sockets, and supporting arms having ends
fitted in said sockets and adapted for adjustably
supporting article-suspension units thereon.

2. In a rack of the character described, a main
post embodying a plurality of telescoping tubular
sections, fittings associated with said sections and
having integral clamps adapted to be contracted
about the telescoping sections to secure the sec-
tions of said post at the desired position of longi-
tudinal adjustment, independently, and relative
to one another; each of said fittings including a
plurality of sockets, and supporting arms having
ends fitted in said sockets and adapted for ad-
justably supporting article-suspension units
thereon.,

3. In a rack of the character described, a main
post embodying a plurality of telescoping tubular
sections, fittings embracing said sections and hav-
ing parts contractible about the sections for se-
curing the sections at the desired position of ad-
justment Iongitudinally relative to one another;
each of said fittings having a plurality of sockets
pivotally associated therewith together with
means for securing said sockets at the desired
angle of adjustment, and supporting arms having
ends fitted in said sockets. )

4, In a rack of the character described, a main
post embodying a plurality of telescoping tubular
sections, fittings embracing said sections and
having parts contractible about the sections for
securing the sections at the desired position of
adjustment longitudinally relative to one an-
other: each of said fittings having a plurality of
sockets pivotally associated therewith together
with means for securing said sockets at the de-
sired angle of adjustment, supporting arms hav-
ing ends fitted in said sockets, and brace means
for the arms, said brace means embodying a collar
slidably adjustable on a post section, other col-
lars secured to said arms, and links pivotally
connecting the first-named collar on one post
section with the collars on arms associated with
the same fitting.

5. In a rack of the character described, a main
supporting post, a supporting arm pivotally asso-
ciated at one end thereof with said post, means
pivotally connecting said arm at said end with
said post and including means for securing said
arm at the desired position of pivotal adjustment,
a clamp embracing said arm, a body member piv-
oted to said clamp, interengaging means on said
clamp and said body member for securing the
body member at the desired position of pivotal
adjustment relative to the clamp, and suspension
means mounted on said body member.

6. In a rack of the character described, a main
supporting post, a supporting arm pivotally asso-
ciated at one end thereof with said post, means
pivotally connecting said arm at said end with
said post and including means for securing said
arm at the desired position of pivotal adjust-
ment, a split clamp embracing said arm, a bolt
securing the clamp in adjusted position, a washer
on the bolt, and a wire clamping member secured
to the washer and including a pair of spring-
actuated jaws formed at the ends of the wire.

CARLETON PERRY ROGERS.



