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4 Claims,
1

This invention relates to improvements in the
-manufacture of boxes. More particularly, it re-
lates to improvements in clothing boxes, having
particular reference to a novel kind of removable
interlocking handle member which is readily and
easily inserted into the ftop wall structure of
such a box, and the provision of such a com-
bination box with handle member is a principal

object of the invention.
More specifically, it is an .object of the inven-
tion to provide a clothing box, or the like, which
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comprises side walls and telescoping end and top |

walls in which one of the top walls has an under-
lying flap secured to itself approximately cen-
trally thereof, the flap extending a substantial
distance beyond the longitudinal axis of the top
wall and beyond which the flap is unsecured
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thereto, the telescoping top walls providing a top -

wall structure, a portion of which structure is
~apertured along its longitudinal axis overlying
the flap, and a removable handle member having
a hand gripping section and an interlocking
box gripping section which is insertable within
the apertured portion and adapted to pass around
the unsecured part of the flap interlockingly to
engage the under side thereof below the aper-
tured portion.

It is also an object of the invention to provide

a handle for a box of the foregoing type which
can also be used as a locking means whereby the
telescoping walls of the box are secured in locked
position while the box is being carried and until
the handle is removed without resort to any other
locking arrangement.

Other objects of the invention will in part be
obvious and will in part appear hereinafter.

The invention accordingly comprises an ar-
ticle of manufacture possessing the features,
properties, and the relation of elements which
will be exemplified in the article hereinafter de-
scribed and the scope of the application of which
will be indicated in the claims.

For a fuller understanding of the nature and

objects of the invention reference should be had
to the following detailed description taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings, in
which:

Fig. 1 is .a perspective view of a conventional
type of clothing box made, for example, of a blank
of material, die-cut, scored and folded to pro-
vide telescoping end and top wall structures, and
provided with a novel type of interlocking carry-
ing handle;

Fig. 2 is a transverse sectional view of a por-
tion of an outer top and side wall only of such
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: 2 .-
a container, taken along the lines 2—2 of Fig. 1
illustrating the manner in which the handle
member initially is positioned for insertion;”

Pig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 2 illustrating the
handle inserted as far as possible before bringing
the same to its ultimate position as indicated bY‘
the dotted lines;

Fig. 4 is a view similar to Pigs. 2 and 3 illus-
trating the handle finally positioned and further
illustrating the box as being closed with the other
top wall and side wall in position:

Fig. 5 is a plan view through a fragmentary
portion of the top wall structure of the box show-
ing the handle member lying upon the box afd:er
insertion;

Fig. 6 is a plan view of a fragmentary portion
of one of the top wall structures illustrating a
locking flap member projecting outwardly and
connected to the wall structure before the flap is .
inwardly folded upon the wall structure and se- -
cured thereto;
_ Fig. 7 is a preferred type of removable handle .

‘member to be utilized in. conjunctlon with such
" a box;

Fig. 8 is a perspectlve view of a fragmentary
portion of a top of a conventional box having no
other locking means than the handle member;

Fig. 9 is a transverse elevational view taken in
the region of the handle member-of the box illus-
trated in Fig. 8. depicting the insertion of the
handle into apertures to utilize the same for
locking the box walls together and for carrying
purposes as well;

Fig. 10 is a view similar to F1g 9 with the handle
finally placed in position, taken along the line
10—Ii0 of Fig. 8 and looking in the direction of
the arrows; and

Fig. 11 is a plan view of a fragment of an aper-
tured top wall structure and handle member -
about to be inserted therein illustrating a fur-
ther modification of thé invention.

The present invention is particularly a.ppllcable
to the well known cardboard clothing box or
valise carrying type of container. One form of
such container is conventionally made from a
single rectangularly shaped blank of material
which has been die-cut and scored in order that

"the blank may properly be folded into box forma-

tion and locked for carrying purposes. When
such a rectangularly shaped blank has been scored
and die-cut through.a central portion thereof it
can be folded in such a way as to provide side,
end and top walls. When folded along the inter-
mediate crease lines after the end and top wall
structures have been set up, the intermediately -
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disposed crease lines
material therebetween provide the bottom wall of
the container. As the container is folded into
closed position the end and top walls will tele-
scope each other to provide a clothing box as
shown in the drawings. ' ’

Referring more particularly to the drawings;
the top wall structure comprises an outer top
wall 12 and an inner top wall 13. In Figs. 2, 3
and 4 the top wall is illustrated as having an
underlying flap member {4 secured thereto cen-
trally thereof, that is, between the ends of the
top wall structure., A preferred configuration of
such a flap is illustrated in Fig. 6, and as being
integral with the top wall 12, However, it should
be understood that this flap need not be.integral
with the top wall structure but may be a separate
piece. In any event, the flap member {4 should
be of sufficient length to extend a substantial dis-
tance past the longitudinal axis of the top wall
and secured thereto preferably by a staple 5.
However, beyond the longitudinal axis, the flap
member should be unsecured with respect to the
adjacent top wall which overlies it. That is, the
loose portion indicated generally at 16 constitutes
the flap section of the member 14, the function
of which will more fully appear hereinafter.
) The -top wall structure is apertured overlying

the fiap 14 as indicated generally at #1. In its
preferred form the apertured. portion consists of
openings which are provided by die-cutting and
scoring- the region around the apertures to pro-
vide shubter members 18, 18. However, these
shutters may be eliminated but. for purposes of
maintaining a finished appearance to the box
they are permitted to remain. Where the box
has locking means of a conventional type, for
example, that indicated generally at 19, 19, the
invention only contemplates that the outer top
wall of the box be apertured as disclosed. How-
ever, as will more fully appear hereinafter, where
no locking means other than a handle is pro-
vided, it is necessary that both the outer and in-
ner top wall structures will be apertured.

For use in conjunction with a clothing box
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will act as hinges and the ..

20

30

40

45

having a top wall structure with such a flap a

removable handle member is provided, The han-

dle member preferably is of the configuration -

indicated in Fig. 7 although it will readily be ap-
parent that other forms of handle members can
be utilized. In its preferred form such a handle
member has a hand gripping section 20 for carry-
ing the box and an interlocking box gripping
section, or sections, 21, 21, constituting substan-
tially the remaining portion of the handle mem-
ber. Such @ handle can be made of any suitable
rigid material, such as wire, although it will be
apbarent that other materials for such handle
carrying member can be utilized in practicing the
present invention, :
The handle member shown in Fig. 7 is readily
insertable in a box of the type described in PFigs.
- 1 through 4, either before or after the box has
been filled and closed. In Figs. 2 and 3 the han-
dle is illustrated as being positioned before the
opposite side wall and telescoping end and top
walls are brought into position to close the box.
This is done by inserting the gripping portions
21, 2t of the handle into the apertured portions
11, 11, tilting the handle member to one side,
moving it along the unsecured portion 16 of the
flap-member i4 as far as it will reach, and bring-
ing the gripping portions 21, 21, aroung the flap
16 to the under side thereof and to upright posi-
tion so that the gripping members hook onto the

4
flap portion {6 below the apertured portions 11,
i1, The handle can be inserted before or after
filling and closing the box. . : .
The handle member depicted in Fig. 7 can also
be utilized as a means for locking the oppc. ‘-
wall sections of such a box together where no
other locking means are provided in addition to
utilizing the handle member as a carrying means.
In order to do this, it is necessary, as shown in
Figs. 9 and 10, to provide the inner top wall 13’

‘with a flap member 14’ which can be secured in

the saine manner as that described in connection
with the preferred modification. It should be
understood that the inner top wall is also pro-
vided with apertures similar to the apertures 17
provided in the top wall 12 in the preferred struc-
ture. Furthermore, the outer top wall 12’ must
also have apertures 117’ which will coincide with
the apertures in the inner top wall section.

A handle similar to that shown in Fig. 7 can
also be utilized as the carrying handle as well as
the locking member. For example, the gripping
sections 21, 21, of the handle are inserted through.
both -apertures, that is, aperture 11° in the outer
top 'wall 12’ and the coinciding aperture underly-
ing the same in the inner top wall i3’ (see Fig.
9). The gripping members, when passed around
the unsecured portion of the flap 6’ in the man-
ner described in connection with the preferred
modification, will provide the necessary means
for locking the box wall together so that the box
cannot be opened until the handle has been re-
moved. :

In a further modification, illustrated in Fig, 11,
there is shown a fragmentary portion of a top of
a box in which' a single aperture, indicated at 22,
is provided by die-cutting and scoring an cuter
top wall section, preferably leaving a shutter

-member 23. A carrying handle is provided hav-

ing a hand gripping portion 24 and box gripping
sections 25, 26. Such a handle can be inserted
in the aperture 22 and be manipulated in the
manner described in connection with Figs. 2 to 4
so as to provide a carrying handle when separate
locking means are provided for the hox.

When no separate locking means are present it
is but necessary to provide the inner top wall sec-

- tion with a coinciding aperture as 22 so that the

50

55

60

65

70

75

gripping sections 25, 25, can be made to pass
through the outer top wall section, through the
inner top wall section and around the unsecured
portion of a flap whereby the handle member be-
comes a carrying means as well as a locking
means for holding both sections of the box in
locked position in the manner described in con-.
nection with Figs. 8, 9 and 10.

It will thus be seen that the objects herein-
before set forth may readily and efficiently be
attained, and since’ certain changes may be made
in the above article and different embodiments of
the invention could be made without departing
from the scope fhereof, it is intended that all .
matter comtained in the above description or
shown in the accompanying drawings shall be
interpreted as illustrative and not in a limiting
sense. :

It is also to be understood that the following
claims are intended to cover all of the generic
and specific features of the invention herein de-
scribed, and all statements of the scope of the
invention which, as 2 matter of language, might

‘be said to fall therebetween.

Having described my invention, what I claim
as new and desire fo secure by Letters Patent, is:
& A box of the character described, which
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comprises side walls and telescoping end and
top walls, one of said top walls having an under-
lying flap folded and secured thereto centrally
thereof, which flap is of reduced length com-
pared to its top wall, extending laterally a sub-
stantial distance past the longitudinal axis of
said top wall, beyond which said flap is unse-
cured, said telescoping top walls providing a top
wall structure, a portion of which structure is
apertured along its longitudinal axis overlying
said flap and adjacent the ends of the latter, a
rigid removable handle member having a hand
gripping section and an interlocking box grip-
ping section provided by end portions angularly
bent inwardly toward each other to subsequently
underlie said flap, said box gripping section being
insertable downwardly along said longitudinal
axis through said apertured portion in said bent
condition, said unsecured portion of said flap
being freely swingable inwardly of the box inte-
rior at the zone thereof immediately underlying
said apertured portions to enable said box grip-
ping section to pass around said unsecured por-
tion of said flap, and said box gripping section
interlockingly engaging the under side of said
flap below said apertured portion.

2. A folding box of flexible fibrous material
comprising opposed side walls and pairs of end
and top walls connected to said respective side
wealls and telescoping with one another in the
closed condition of the box, the outermost of said
top walls being provided with a pair of cuts ad-
jacent the longitudinal center line thereof, a flap
carried by one of said top walls and positioned
to underlie said cuts, said flap having opposed
ends disposed respectively adjacent the opposite
limits of said respective cuts in the closed con-
dition of the box, said flap substantially over-
lapping said longitudinal center line and having
a free side edge extending between said ends
thereof, said flap being bendable inwardly of the
box interior in the zone thereof immediately un-
derlying said cuts and extending to said free edge,
and a relatively rigid, removable handle engage-
able in locked relation to said box from the ex-
terior thereof in the closed condition of the box,
said handle including bent end portions inserta-
ble through said cuts to deflect said flap down-
wardly and to pass laterally about the free edge
thereof, said opposed ends overlying said end
portions whereby said end portions are upwardly
engageable with the under side of said flap be-
neath said opposed ends of the latter.

3. A folding box of flexible fibrous material
comprising opposed side walls and pairs of end
and top walls connected to said respective side
walls and telescoping with one another in the
closed condition of the box, the outermost of said
top walls being provided with a pair of elongated
cuts adjacent the longitudinal center line there-
of which are substantially parallel to said center
line and spaced from one another in the longi-
tudinal direction, a flap carried by one of said

top walls and positioned to underlie said cuts, said.

10

156

20

25

30

35

-

40

50

0

2,483,030

6

flap having opposed ends disposed within the op-
posite limits of said respective cuts in the closed
condition of the box, said flap substantially over-
lappinz said longitudinal center line and hav-
ing a free side edge extending between said ends
thereof, said flap being bendable inwardly of the
kox interior in the zone thereof immediately un-
derlying said cuts and extending to said free
edge, and a relatively rigid, removable handle
engageable in locked relation to said box from
the exterior thereof in the closed condition of
the box, said handle including bent end portions
insertable through said elongated cuts to deflect
said flap downwardly and to pass laterally about
the free edge thereof, said opposed ends overly-
ing said end portions whereby said inturned end
portions are upwardly engageable with the under
side of said flap beneath said opposed ends of the
latter,

4. A folding box of flexible fibrous material
comprising opposed side walls and pairs of end
and top walls connected to said respective side
walls and telescoping with one another in the
closed condition of the box, the outermost of said
top walls being provided with g pair of elongatzd
cuts adjacent the longitudinal center line there-
of which are substantially parallel to said center
line and spaced from one another in the longi-
tudinal direction, a flap carried by one of said
top walls and positioned to underlie said cuts,
said flap having opposed ends disposed respec-
tively adjacent the opposite limits of said respec-
tive cuts and being substantially confined be-
tween said limits in the closed condition of the
box, said flap substantially overlapping said lon-
gitudinal center line and having a free side edge
extending between said ends thereof, said flap
being bendable inwardly of the box interior in
the zone thereof immediately underlying said -
cuts and extending to said free edge, and a rela-
tively rigid, - removable  handle engageable in
locked relation to said box from the exterior
thereof in the closed condition of the box, said
handle including opposed, mutually inturned end
portions insertable through said elongated cuts
to deflect said flap dov/nwardly and to pass lat-
erally about the free edge thereof, said opposed

‘ends overlying sald end portions whereby said

inturned end portions are upwardly engageable
with the under side of said flap beneath said op-
posed ends of the latter.

EDWIN L. ARNESON.
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