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Zo all uvhom, &lt; may coneerin: 
Beitknown that, GEORGEEDGAR CONRAD, 

of Chicago, county of Cook, and State of Illi 
nois, have invented a certain new and useful 
Device for Affixing Postage-Stamps, of which 
the following is a specification, reference 
being had to the accompanying drawings. 
The object of my invention is to provide 

a machine comprehending a magazine of 
stamps, and adapted to feed down success 
ively, so that they may be applied to an en 
velope, for example, by simple pressure upon 
a moistened surface. The machine also pref 
erably includes a moistening sponge. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 

a side elevation of my machine, showing the 
sponge cap in place. Fig. 2 is an end eleva 
tion of the same. Fig. 3 is a transverse sec 
tion through the machine, showing a longi 
tudinal section of the magazine. Fig. 4 is a 
cross section showing the slots. 

Referring to the figures on the drawings, 1 
indicates a frame, which may be made of 
metal, Wood, or any other suitable material. 
It may be conveniently formed in the shape 
of a cross, as illustrated, having upon oppo 
site ends a stamp magazine, and an intermedi 
ate sponge cup 2, and opposite the sponge cup 
a handle 3. The cup is made of any suitable 
design adapted to contain a moistened sponge 
4, and preferably provided with a cap 5. The 
magazines shown are entirely independent, 
and one is a counterpart of the other. The 
two are employed in order to increase the ca 
pacity of the machine, and to lend symmetry 
thereto. 
The magazine preferably consists, in com 

bination with the core 6, which forms a part 
or wing of the frame, of a case 7, loosely fit 
ted to the core, and susceptible of a certain 
limited longitudinal motion thereon. For the 
purpose of limiting the movement, slots 8, in 
the ends of the core, may be provided, within 
which pins 9, projecting from the case, are 
located. The opposite ends of the case are 
provided with overhanging flanges 10, which 
are preferably as narrow as they may be 
made to hold with sufficient security the 
stamps carried in the case. The dimensions 
of the case and core are such that a stamp, 
for which the machine is adapted to be used, 
will fit snugly within it, and have its oppo 
site ends project under the flanges 10, so that 

they cannot accidentally escape. The di 
mensions shown are adapted for use in the 
new Columbian stamp series of the United 
States. 
In practice the stamps are placed with the 

gummed sides outward in a pack upon top 
of the core, and are held in place by the 
flanges 10. In this condition the case will be 
drawn out beyond the end of the core, so that 
the space between the flanges upon the end 
of the core will accommodate the number of 
stamps employed. 

In practice the sponge is used to moisten 
the surface to which the stamp is to be ap 
plied, and the magazine filled with gummed 
stamps is pressed against the moist surface. 
The adhesion of the gummed surface to the 
moist surface will be sufficient to retain the 
stamp when the magazine is taken away, so 
that one stamp is set in place, and another 
presents itself ready to be applied in the 
Sale ale. 

For convenience of filling, the case may be 
made removable from the core or frame, but 
that is not essential. Forbetter retaining the 
stamps in the magazine I prefer to make the 
pins 9 spring-actuated, as shown, so that they 
tend constantly to draw the case over the 
core, so that there is a constant tension of the 
flanges 10 upon the edges of the stamp, and 
as each successive stamp is taken off the case 
takes firm hold upon the nextone. Thesprings 
should not be of such power as might pre 
vent the ready separation of the stamp from 
the magazine. - 

I do not confine myself to the details of 
construction herein shown and described, 
but reserve the right to modify aud vary them 
at will within the scope of my invention. 
What I claim is 
The combination with an angular frame, of 

a. handle spring actuated flanged casings op 
positely actuated laterally with respect to the 
handle and a metallic sponge receptacle se 
cured upon the frame opposite to the handle, 
and a metallic cap for said sponge cup, sub 
stantially as and for the purpose specified. 

In testimony of all of which I have here 
unto subscribed my name. • 

GEORGE EDGAR CONRAD. 
Witnesses: - 

F. S. HESTER, 
J. R. GOOD, 
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