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1 .

This invention relates to a telephone guard,
and more particularly to a spring guard for se-
curing the hand sets of hand telephones to the
proper cradle therefor against inadvertent or
accidental removal.

It is an object of this invention to provide a
spring clip for hand set telephones of the gen-
eral Monophone-type to prevent the removal of
the hand set by small children, and for holding
the hand set on the base or support against
accidéntal displacement therefrom, -

-‘Another object of this invention is to provide
4 telephone hand set guard which is of a spring-
clip type which may be applied to the base or
pedestal in & manner which requires no modi-
fication of the base or re-work thereof, and
which may be readily removed from the hand
set and base, leaving them in their original con-
dition,

Still another object of this invention is to pro-
vide a telephone hand set guard of this kind
which may be readily manufactured at a low
cost by simple manufacturing means, as stamp-
ing and fabrication, the formation of each guard
unit being of a unitary nature which requires
no assembly or adjustment, either initially or
during and after operative use.

A further object of this invention is to pro-
vide a spring-clip hand set guard of this kind

which is applicable in its several forms for at- 5

tachment to the various types of telephone hand
set cradles or bases, and is operable in the same
manner for each type of hand telephone.

A still further object of this invention is to

provide a spring clip which is covered with a ;
suitable coating to prevent scratching or other-

damage to the telephone pieces while providing
for the spring-clip attachment to the supporting
means and the spring-clip engagement with the

hand set for removably securing the hand set

on the hase.

With the above and other objects in view, my
invention consists in the arrangement, com-
bhination and details of construction disclosed in

the drawings and specification, and then more :

particularly pointed out in the appended clalms
In the drawings:
Figure 1 is a front elevation of a portable hand
telechone having a telephone hand set guard

constryucted according to an embodiment of my &

invention;
Figure 2 is a rear elevation of the hand tele-
phone shown in Figure 1;

Figure 3 is a persnectlve view of the hand set

guard removed from the telephone units;
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Figure 4 is a top plan view of the blank from
which the hand set guard is formed;

Figure 5 is a transverse section taken on the
line 5—-5 of Figure 4;

Pigure 6 is a side elevation of a modified form
of telephone hand set guard constructed accord-
ing to an embodiment of this invention for at-
tachment to a second type of hand telephone;

Figure 7 is a top plan view of the telephone
base and hand set guard shown in Figure 6;

Figure 8 is a rear elevation, partly broken
away, of the modified form of telephone and
hand set guard;

Figure 9 is a front elevation of the modified
form of hand set guard removed from the form
of the telephone assembly shown in Figures 6
to 8,

Figure 10 is a transverse section taken on the
line {9—1{8 of Figure 9;

Figure 11 is a perspective view of the modified
hand set guard removed from the telephone.

Referring to the drawings, and more particu-
larly to Figures 1 to 5, inclusive, of the drawings,
the numeral {8 designates generally a conven-
tional form of hand telephone including g base
member ! and a removable hand set {2 engage-
able thereon. The base member {{ is formed
with a substantially conical base portion 14 ta-
pering upwardly to form a substantial pedestal
or supporting column 15 on the upper end there-
of. A cradle I8 is fixedly secured, or preferable
formed integrally with, the upper end of the
pedestal {8 and extends outwardly therefrom on
the opposite sides thereof. The cradle (6 in-
cludes a pair of transversely-spaced-apart cra-
dle-forming arms or members T at each end
thereof for receiving therebetween the handle
portion 18 of the hand set {2. The communica-
tions switeh 19 is slidably supported in the cradle
18 and engages in the upper end of the pedestal
15 to be depressed when the hand set (2 is en-
gaged in the cradie. The lower side of the han-
dle {8 is engaged with the upper side of the
switch - member {8 for opening the switch in in
substantially conventional manner.

A telephone hand set guard 28 formed- accord-
ing to an embcediment of this invention is
adapted to he clampingly engaged on the pedes-

.tal 45 and engageable over the upper side of

the cradle {6 for resiliently securing the handle
{8 of the hand set 2 in its nested position with-
in the cradle {1.

The hand set guard 20 is preferably formed of
a single sheet of substantially resilient metal or

" other suitable resilient material which is bent to
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the desired shape to be more particularly de-
scribed hereinafter, and particularly shown in its
blank form in Figure 4 of the drawings.

The blank sheet 21 from which the hand set
guard 20 is formed is initially stamped into a
flat strip, as clearly shown in Figure 4 of the
drawings which includes a substantially rec-
tangular upper portion 22 and a pair of outward-
ly-extending fingers or bars 24 on the opposite
side of the lower end thereof. A vertical or lon-
gitudinally-extending bar or arm 25 is formed on
the lower end of the rectangular member 22 be-
tween the transverse bars 24 and a pair of out-
wardly-extending fingers or clamping elements
26 are formed on the extreme lower end of the
supporting bar 25. The supporting bar 25 will
constitute the main supporting member or con-
nection between the upper hand set clamping ele-
ment, to be described hereinafter, and the lower
base or pedestal-engaging member.

After the blank 21 has been bhent to the de-
sired shape, as clearly shown in Figure 3 of the
drawings, the upper portion or member 22 is
dipped into a solution of rubber or other suit-
able resilient material to define an outer coat-
ing 27 on the member 22.

The upper portion 22 of the blank 21 is bent
into a downwardly-opening, bowed, resilient
clamping member 28 having a downwardly and
forwardly-extending entrance lip 29 on the for-
ward end or side thereof. The outwardly-ex-
tending fingers or arms 26 are bent into a sub-
stantially cylindrical configuration for defining a
split clamping member or element 30 formed
with forwardly and outwardly-inclined entrance
lips 31 on-the split ends thereof. The clamping
elements 26 on each side of the connecting bar
or arm 24 define a pair of vertically-spaced-apart
split clamping elements which are engageable
about the upper end of the pedestal 15 of the
telephone 18 on the re<pective upper and lower
sides of the bead 32 which is formed inteerally
with the pedestal {5 on the outer periphery there-
of, as clearly shown in Figures 1 and 2 of the
drawings.

In the use and owveration cf the telephone hand
set guard 20 described above, the clamping mem-
ber 30 is initially engaged about the pedestal 15
on the base f{ and below the cradle i6. The
upwardly-extending arm 2% is positioned on the
rear side of the base member i{ and extends up-
wardly above the uppver level of the cradle 16 and
the upper ends of the upwardlv-extending arms
or fingers 17 of the cradle. The pedestal i5 is
initially slid between the split ends of the clamp-
ing fineers or elements 26 to be vositioned with-
in the clamping member 30. The clamping jaw
22 on the uvper end of the connecting bar or
arm 25 is disposed over the cradle 16 for en-
gagement over the outer surface of the handle
I8 of the hand set 12. The outwardly-extend~
ing stabilizing arms 24 fixed on the hand set
guard 29 below the clamping jaw or element 22
are adapted tc be positioned within the cradle
{6 on the inner side of the pair of cradle-form-
ing fingers 7.

The clamping member 39 is adapted to be re-
leasably or removably engaged on the pedestal
{5, but it is intended that when once applied
to the telephone 12, the hand set guard 20 will
be permitted to remain thereon for an extended
period of tim.

In the use of the hand set {2 on the telephone
18 having the hand set guard 20, the handle por-
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tion 18 is adapted to be engaged under the lip
29 for raising the clamping jaw 2{ to permit the
insertion of the handle 18 between the cradle-
forming members [T and the resilient jaw mem-
her 21 will press the hand set 12 downwardly into
engagement with the switch 19. For removing
the hand set (2 from the cradle 16, the hand
set will be rotated about the axis of the handie
{8 for resiliently pressing the jaw 28 upwardly
and thereby permitting the slidable removal of
the hand set 12 forwardly over the forwardmost
cradle-forming elements (7.

In Figures 6 to 11, inclusive, there is shown &
modified form of this invention wherein the
hand set guard 40 is formed for engagement with
a modified form cof telephone 41. The telephone
41, is formed as a rectangular-type having a
substantially rectangular base 42 and a pyrami~
dal pedestal or upper base 44. The upper por-
tion of the base 44 is formed with a rearwardly-
opening recess 4% through which the fingers of
a person may be engaged for carrying the tele-
phone 41 about as desired. A depending ledge
or shoulder 48§ is formed on the upper portion
of the upper base 44 and extends downwardly
on the upper side of the recess 45. A ledge 46
constitutes a finger grip behind which the fingers
of a person may be engaged while carrying the
telephone 4! for holding the telephone against
slipping from his fingers. The upper portion of
the base or pedestal 44 constitutes the bottom
portion of a cradle 47 on which the hand set’
42 is adapted to he seated. The cradle 47 in-
cludes a pair of transversely-spaced-apart, up-
wardly-extending fingers or lugs 49 on the op-
posite ends thereof between which the handle
portion B9 of the hand set 48 is adapted to be
engaged for restraining the hand set 48 from
sliding movement from the cradle 47.

The hand set guard 40 is formed for engage-
ment within the recess 45 and below the ledgze 46
to be extended over the cradle 47 for supporting
the hand set 48 thereon. The hand set guard 40
is formed with a lower clamping element 50 for
engagement with the base 44 within the recess
45 and an upper clamping jaw 5{ for engagement
over the intermediate portion of the handle 53
on the hand set 48.

The lower clamping member 50 is formed with
a pair of spring-pressed jaws 52 and 54 connected
together by a bight portion 55. A downwardly
and rearwardly-extending edge 56 on the rear
edge of the lower clamping jaw 52 is adapted
for engagement with the upper surface of the
recess 485 for clampingly securing the hand set
guard 49 to the base 44. The connecting mem-
ber 56 between the lower clamping jaw 52 and
upper clamping jaw 54 is arcuate in configura-
tion extending inwardly of the recess 45 and the
upper clamping jaw 54 is downwardly offset
from the extreme upper end of the connecting
member or bight portion 55. The upper clamp-
ing jaw 54 is adapted to be seated on the bead
or depending bar 46 and the connecting bar 55 is
engaged with the clamping jaw 54 being spaced
upwardly therefrom inwardly of the tranverse
bar or finger grip 46.

The upper clamping jaw 51 is formed inte-
grally with the connecting bar 57 extending up-
wardly from the outer or rear end of the jaw
member 54, and is engageable over the handie 53
of the hand set 48. A pair of outwardly-extend-
ing stabilizer bars 58 are formed integrally with
the connecting bar 57 for engagement within
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upstanding fingers or lugs 49. A downwardly
and forwardly-inclined entrance lip 59 is bent
forwardly from the extreme forward end of the
clamping jaw 5i to provide for the engagement
of the handle 53 of the hand set 48 therebelow
when it is desired to engage the hand set in
the cradle 41.

The use and operation of the hand set guard 49
described above is substantially the same as the
use and operation of the hand set guard 29 pre-
viously described; the resilient clamp 50 being
engageable with the base 44 and the resilient
clamping jaw 51 being engageable with the hand
set 48 for removably supporting the hand set
thereon and for holding the hand set from inad-
vertent or accidental removal from the cradle
47. The upper portion of the hand set guard 49
is also covered with a -suitable rubberized or
resilient and flexible covering 60 for profecting
the hand set 40 from being scratched or other-
wise marred by its continual engagement and
disengagement with the resilient clamping
jaw 81,

As the square base model of the Monophone
base is in the most current and widest use today,
it is felt that the telephone hand set guard 58
described above will be most widely accepted.

I do not means fo confine myself to the exact
details of construction herein disclosed, but
claim all variations falling within the purview of
the appended claims. )

I claim:

1. The combination with a telephone having a
base including a cradle having laterally spaced
forks and a hand set having a handle adapted
to rest removably in and between the forks, of
a clamp comprising a spring having a lower end
securably engaging a portion of said base below
said cradle and an upper end formed as a down-
turned hook engaging over the handle of the
hand set, said upper end of the spring bheing ten-
sioned to hold the hand set in place in said forks
by means of said hook, said hook being positioned
between said forks, a portion of said spring be-
tween its lower end and said hook having later-
ally projecting arms positioned within said forks
and engageable along a side of the hand set
handle.

2. The combination with a telephone having
a base including a cradle having laterally spaced
forks and a reduced neck beneath said cradle,
and a hand set having a handle adapted to rest
removably in and between said forks, of a spring
having a lower end and an upper end, clamping
means on said lower end of the spring securably
embracing said reduced neck, a downturned hook
on the upper end of said spring positioned be-
tween said cradle forks and engaging over the
hand set handle, said hook being downwardly
tensioned to hold said hand set in place in said
forks, said spring having laterally projecting
arms intermediate said upper and lower ends
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6
positioned within said forks and engaging along
a side of the hand set handle.

3. The combination with a telephone having a
base including a cradle having laterally spaced
forks, the back of said base being formed with a
recess including a bottom wall, a vertical wall,
and a top wall, a depending ledge at the rear end
of said top wall, and a hand set having a handle
adapted to removably rest in and between said
forks, of a spring having a lower end portion
shaped to conformably and expansively engage
the bottom, vertical, and top walls of said recess
and having a channel portion embracing said
ledge whereby said lower portion is positively
maintained in said recess, said spring having an
upper end portion formed as a forwardly down-
turned hook engaging over the hand set handle,
said hook being downwardly tensioned to hold
the hand set in place in the cradle.

4, The combination with a telephone having a
base including a cradle having laterally spaced
forks, the back of said base being formed with a
recess including a bottom wall, a vertical wall,
and a top wall, a. depending ledge at the rear end
of said top wall, and a hand set having a handle
adapted to removably rest in and between said
forks, of a spring having a lower end portion
shaped to conformably and expansively engage
the bottom, vertical, and top walls of said recess
and having a channel portion embracing said
ledge whereby said lower portion is positively
maintained in said recess, said spring having an
upper end portion formed as a forwardly down-
turned hook engaging over the hand set handle,
said hook being downwardly tensioned to hold
the hand set in place in the cradle, said hook
being positioned between the cradle forks, and
laterally projecting arms on an intermediate por-
tion of said spring positioned within said yokes
and extending along the rear side of the hand
set handle.

ROBERT J. HUTSON.
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