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(57) Abstract: The present invention provides a improved process for preparing Etoricoxib using substituted -chlorovinaniidini-
um salts containing a cyclic group, optionally containing a heteroatom. The present invention also provides a process for the
preparation of the intermediate B-chlorovinamidinium salts. In one of the embodiments is provided a process for the purification
of Etoricoxib as well as the intermediates.
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1. D Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. D Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. D Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. Il Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as foliows:

see additional sheet

1. As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically cltaims Nos.:

4. I:‘ No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this intemational search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

I_X_—| No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 21(

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-20, 26-30

The process for the preparation of Etoricoxib via the
intermediate compound of formula (IIIb) (claims 1-8), the
process for the preparation of intermediate compound (IIIb)
(claims 9-19), intermediate compound (IIlIc) (claim 20), the
polymorphic forms of 2-chloro-1,3-(bis
piperidinyl)-trimethinium hexafluorophosphate (claims 26-29)
and Etoricoxib prepared according to the process of the
invention (claim 30).

2. claims: 21-25

The process for the purification of Etoricoxib of claims
21-25.
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