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8 Claims.

This invention relates to building materials,
and particularly to means for fastening tile, slabs,
veneer, ‘blocks, or the hke to building walls for
facing purposes.

An object of the invention is the provision of
simple, efficient and easily mounted. means for
attaching facing tile ‘or slabs to a wall in a
manner to facilitate erecting the facing mateérial
in a plumb and true plane irrespective of irregu-
larities or out of plumb portions of the wall sur-
face, and with the fastening means inconspic-
uously displayed.

Iurther objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will-be apparent from the following descrip-
tion, and from the accompanying drawing, 1n
which—

Figure 1 is a fraffmentary perspective view of,

a facing attached tc 4 wall by the means em-~
bodying the invention; Fig. 2 is a perspective view
of one of the atfaching lugs, and Fig. 3 is a re-
duced perspective view of two attaching lugs
with a facing mounting strip attached thereto.

Referring to the drawing, | designates a wall,
and 2 the facing blocks attached thereto which
are of ceramic, or other suitable material, and
are usually of rectangular form.

The means employed for attaching the facing
blocks 2 to the wall, and in which the present
invention resides, include attaching lugs or brack-
et-like members 38 and block holding strips 4.
Each lug 3 is preferably provided at one end with
a vertical elongated slot 5 through which an at-
taching screw & may be inserted and near its
other end with ‘a transversely extending slot 7
with its walls undercut, in the present instance
of dovetail form. The lug 3 adjacent to the slot
5 is' preferably of a thickness to suit the re-
quired spacing of the facing blocks 2 from the
wall surface.

The mounting strips 4 are intended to be hori-
zontally disposed with respect to the associated
wall and are preferably of a length to support
a plurality of facing blocks 2 when placed in
edge to edge abutting relation. The strips 4 are
substantially I-form in cross-section, with the
inner flanged end of dovetail form, as shown at
8, to fit and have sliding engagement in :the
grooves 1 of the lugs 3 on which it is mounted.
The outer flanged edge of each strip 4 is also
preferably of dovetail form to provide beveled
surfaces 9 at top and bottom against which the
respective correspondingly beveled upper and low-
er outer edges of the associated facing blocks are
adapted to seat with their outer surfaces flush
with the outer edge surface of the mounting
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strips with which engaged. The thickness of the
facing blocks 2 is equal to the distance between
the outer side of a lug 3 adjacent to the slot 1
and the outer edge surface of the strip 4 mounted

in such lug, so that the lugs, when mounted on

a wall, serve as a gauge against which the blocks
may be placed in mounting them. on the strips 4.
The thickness of the end portions of the lugs 3
in which the slots 5 are disposed are reduced
relative to the body portions of the lugs so that
the heads of the screws 6 will not interfere with
a placing of the blocks.

The preferable manner of use of the attach-
ing means comprising the present invention is
as follows:—A desired number of lugs 3 are slid-
ingly mounted on the inner edge of a strip 4 and
the strip is then attached in the desired horizon-
tal position to a wall face by securing the lugs to

the wall by means of the screws §. If the wall

face is preferably plumb and regular, the lugs 3
may be placed in any desired position. Should,
however, the wall face be irregular or out of
plumb, that is, having some high and some low
spots, the lugs are adjusted on the strips to suit
the surface to which attached and are preferably
placed over low spots rather than high spots.
If the portion of a wall against which a lug is
placed is too low, the lug is shimmed out by suit-
able shimming members, one of which is shown
at 10 in Fig. 1, so that the outer broadened sur-
faces of all of the lugs 8§ are plumb or in & true
plane. A row of facing blocks 2 is then mounted
on the strip 4 with their inner sides in abutment
with the broadened portions of the associated
lugs 8 and with their outer sides flush with the
outer edges of the strips, this being permitted by
reason of the complemental beveling of the outer
edge flanges of the strips and the coacting edges
of the blocks.

‘While it is preferable to attach mounting strips
4 to a wall above and below the edges of a row
of: blocks before such blocks are positioned, it is
apparent that each strip may be attached to a
wall after the row of blocks next below, with the
upper edges of which it engages, have been posi-
tioned. The provision of the slots 5 in the lugs
2 enables the lugs to be vertically adjusted so as
to properly position the strips 4 with respect to
the row of blocks next below after the screws 6
have been inserted into the wall but before being
tishtened against the lugs to hold them in ad-
justed position. While the facing blocks 2 rest
at theirlower edges on a subjacent mounting strip
4, their upper edges are preferably slightly spaced
from the next superposed strip 4 to permit expan-
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sion of the blocks under changing temperature
conditions. The space between the wall | and
facing blocks 2 is customarily filled by a mastic
material.

It is apparent that the present attaching means
for wall facing blocks may be attached to a wall in
an easy and inexpensive manner; that it is adapt-
ed for use on walls having irregular as well as
regular surfaces, and when properly mounted on
such walls serves as a true plumbing means for
the facing blocks and at the same time retains the
blocks securely to the wall without any conspic-
uous showing of the attaching means. In this
connection, the outer ends of the strips 4 may be
painted or colored to correspond to the painting
or coloring of the facing blocks, thus preventing
the fastening means from breaking up or mar-
ring the continuity of the facing material surface.

I wish it understood that my invention is not
limited to any specific construction, arrange-
ment or form of the parts, as it is capable of
numerous modifications and changes without de-
parting from the spirit of the claims.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by United States
Letters Patent, is:

1. In an attaching device of the class described,
a member having a rear portion formed to engage
a wall or the like, said member having a longi-
tudinal slot attaching means formed to be pro-
jected through the slot to attach the latter to the
wall, said member being formed with a groove
of dovetail cross section on its outer portion,
and a strip independent of the member having a
dove~tail portion for being slidably received in the
dove-tail groove of the member.

2. In an attaching device of the type set forth,
a bracket-like member having a slot and a rear
portion formed to engage the face of a wall or
the like, means independent of the member and
receivable through the slot to rigidly secure same
against the wall or the like, a strip independent
of the member, and means to slidably connect the
strip to the member.

3. In an attaching device of the type set forth,
a bracket-like member having a vertical slot and
a rear portion formed to engage against the face
of a wall or the like, means independent of the
member and adapted to be projected through the
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slot and into the wall to hold the member rigidly
in position, a strip independent of the member,
and means spaced from the slot to connect the
strip to the member,

4. In an attaching device of the type set forth,
a strip, a series of members independent of the
strip, means whereby the members may be mount-
ed on the strip at selected positons thereon hefore
the strip is secured to the wall, said members
having parts which extend beyond a side face of
the strip to provide attaching means and means
fo connect said parts of the strips against the
face of the wall.

5. An attaching means in accordance with
claim 4, wherein said parts of the members which
extend beyond the strips are formed with slots
and wherein the attaching means consists of fas-
teners received in the slots and projected into
the wall. .

6. An attaching device in accordance with
claim 4 wherein the members have cut out por-
tions in the fronts of the parts thereof which ex-
tend beyond the strip and wherein such parts
are formed with slots to receive the attaching
means whereby to cause the latter to lie flush with
the outer face of the cut-out portions.

7. In an attaching means for wall facings, a
series of alined independent members each hav-
ing a vertical slot, a fastener received in each
slot for rigidly anchoring the member to a wall at
a selected position thereon and to provide for ver-
tical adjustments of the member on the wall so
as to enable the members to be secured in a line,
transversely extending strip engaging means car-
ried by each member, and a strip having a part
formed complementary to said strip engaging
means of the members for connection therewith.

8. In an attaching device of the type set forth,
a strip, a series of alined members independent
of the strip, complementary means between each
member and the strip whereby to slidably connect
the members and strip so that the members may
be disposed at varying positions along the length
of the strip in accordance with any irregularities
which the face of the wall may possess, and means
fo secure each member to the wall in its afore-
said position.

ROBERT D. HAUGAARD.
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