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This invention relates to a tank for a swimming pool
especially designed for use in getting young children ac-
customed to being submerged in water as the first step
toward learning to swim. It is an object of the invention
to introduce such chlidren (e.g., 18 months to 4 years of
age) gradually into water, shallow at first but of increased
depth later, so that in case they fall into deep water, they
will be less apt to become flustered or panic-stricken. In
practicing this method an above-ground, plastic pool is
employed with devices to attract the child’s interest and
encourage eventual submersion in the water.

For a more complete understanding of the invention,
reference may be had to the following description thereof,
and to the drawing, of which:

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a tank embodying
the invention;

FIGURE 2 is a plan view, on a larger scale, of the
bottom of the tank shown in FIGURE 1;

FIGURES 3 and 4 are fragmentary elevations, on a
larger scale, of the outside of the side wall of the tank;
and

FIGURE 5 is a plan development of a portion of the
inside surface of the side wall of the tank.

The tank 10 shown on the drawing is preferably cy-
lindrical in shape and of convenient size for small chil-
drem, e.g., about three feet in height and ten to fifteen
feet in diameter or less. Any suitable material can be
used for the tank such as steel, concrete or other rigid
material. A preferred material is flexible sheet plastic
which can be rolled up for convenient storage when out
of season. Such tanks are on the market. They consist of
a bottom part 12 which is usually circular and a side wall
14 which is vertical when the tank is in use.

According to the invention, radial lines divide the
bottom 12 into three sectors 16, 18, 20 which are pref-
erably of uniform size and are distinguished by the letters
A, B and C. Legends 22, 24, 26 arc provided in the
respective sectors A, B and C to indicate the correspond-
ing activities associated with the several sectors,

On the inside surface of the wall 14 are horizontal
lines 28, 30, 32 above the respective sectors to indicate
the water levels desired for use with the respective sec-
tors. These lines may be straight or wavy as shown.

In the side wall 14 over the B sector is a window 34
which is below the level of the water line 38. On the
outside surface of the wall a television set 36 is depicted
in such a way that the wnidow 34 forms the screen of the
TV. Above the TV set is the name of a popular program
in which underwater scenes predominate.

In the C sector on the bottom is depicted a portion of
a piano keyboard 38.
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In using the tank for the instruction of very small
children, it is first filled with water up to the lowest
waterline 28, the water then having a depth of a foot
or less. The child is encouraged to splash around in
the water and to observe the beads or drops of water
which form oa the tips of the fingers when wet hands are
raised above the water,

The next stage of instruction is given in the B sector,
the water level having been raised to the line 36 which is
just above the top of the window 34. The water is now
deep enough for easy immersicn and the child is en-
couraged to play the part of a TV actor at the window
34 which has been seen from the outside as a TV screen.

The final stage of instruction is with the tank filled to
the uppermost line 32. In order to “play the piano” on
the bottom of the tank, it is necessary for the child to
submerge below the surface of the water. At this time the
child will be in the correct position to be taught a paddle
stroke, his “first real swim.”

Iclaim:

1. An instructional pool for training children to swim
having a bottom and adjoining side wall extending up-
wardly therefrom which define a water retaining recep-
tacle of sufficient depth to permit sequential filling with
water between a selected first level of shallow depth
where the bottom serves as a support to prevent sub-
mergance of a child while becoming acclimated to the
surrounding water medium and a raised second level of
greater depth which will permit voluntary immersion of
the child in said surrounding water medium, the improve-
ment comprising: visual attracting means including a
window formed in said side wall which extends below
said second level to visually allure the child into volun-
tarily assuming a suspended position in sajd surrounding
water medium.

2. An instructional pool as set forth in claim 1 having
radial marks on the bottom dividing it into three sectors,
each sector corresponding to a different depth level rela-
tive to the sequential filling with water therein.

3. An instructional pool as set forth in claim 1 having
a representation of a series of piano keys on one of the
sectors whereby the child is encouraged to submerge
below the surface of the water as a result of trying to play
the piano keys and simultaneously look through said
window.
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