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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, GEORGE ANDREW SPI-
CER, of Newark, in the county of Hssex and
State of New Jersey, haveinvented a new and

5 usefal Improvement in Bracelets, of which the
following is a specification.

PFigure 1 is a face view, partly in section, of
my improved bracelet; Fig. 2, a top view of
the same; Fig. 3, a sectional side view. of a

1o modification of the locking part thereof.

This invention relates to an improvementin
bracelets that are made of springy metal; and
the object is so to construet the bracelet that
it will become open without further manipula-

15 tion when pressed by the fingers on opposite
sides of its body. By such an arrangement or
construction the bracelet will be readily de-
tached from a lady’s arm by the use of one
hand only, and will spring open when pressed

20 in manner stated, '

The invention prineipally consists in so con-
structing the hinge by which the two main por-
tions of the bracelet are joined together that
when certain abuntting faces of that hinge are

2¢ in contact with one another the opposite ends
of the body portions of the bracelet will not
vet be in the locking position, but will require
further pressure inward to reach that position,
When this pressure is brought to bear upon

30 them the said abutting faces of the hinge will
constitute resisting-surfaces, and will canse
the spring in the -body of the bracelet to be
utilized to permit such further approach of the
free ends, the same spring serving to throw

35 the bracelet open when unlocked. A similar
construction or arrangement of hinge is made
use of for the purpose of making the latch por-
tion of the locking contrivance self-opening,
all as hereinafter more fully deseribed.

In the accompanying drawings, the letters
A B represent the two main parts of the brace-
let. Each of these parts is made out of hollow
or solid metal in a substantially-continuous
piece—that is to say, my invention will not be
45 operative on a chain bracelet, or one that is

composed of flexible parts. The parts A B are
each necessarily continuous, so that their
“spring” may be utilized for the purposestated.

@ is a hinge by which the parts A and B

5o of the bracelet are united, and b and ¢ are the
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abutting faces of the hinge, which are in con-
tact when the said parts are in the position
shown by full lines in Fig. 1, and also before
they are in that position—to wit, in the posi-
tion shown in Fig. 3.

O is the latch, hinged at d to the part B of
the bracelet, and provided with a hook, e, that
is capable of entering a slot, f, which is formed
in the part A of the bracelet.

The bracelet operates as follows: When the
parts A and B are swung on the hinge a so
that the faces b ¢ are in eontact, the slot f will
not yet be under the hook e, (see Fig. 3;) but.
in order to bring it in such a position that the
hook ¢ can enfer the slot the parts A and B
will have to be pressed or sprung together,
finding their fulera for the springson the abut-
ting faces b ¢, and will then permit the lhiooke
to enter the notch, when all the parts assume
the position which is shown by full lines in
Fig. 1. In this position it will be clearly per-
ceived, from what has been stated, the parts A
B will be under restraint—that is to say, there
will be a tendeney of said parts to spring asun-
der as soon as they are relieved from the re-
taining influence of the hook e. When the
bracelet is to De unfastened it is only neces-
gary to bring the parts A and B together by
pressure against the opposite sides of the
bracelet, and thereby bring the full length of 8¢
the slot fin line with the hook ¢, allowing the
lateh to be opened, whereupon the parts A B
will spring apart. The latch C will fly open of
its own accord, if constrncted as shown in Fig.
1—that is to say, if it is made to bear on a
shoulder or projection, g, before its hook ¢ has
been fully introduced through the slot 7, so
that in order to reach the complete locking
position the outer part or free end of the latch
will have to be sprung, the supporting-shoul-
der g constituting the fulerum of the spring.
Then when the bracelet is pressed to bring the
full length of slot fuander the hook e this spring
in the latch will become operative and will
throw the latch up into the dotted position
shown in Fig. 1, while at the same time the
bracelet will also fly open, as indicated by
dotted lines in the same figure.

Iustead of forming the supporting-shoulder
¢ below the latch C for the purpose of utilizing 1o¢
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its spring strueture in manner stated, substan-
tially the same result will be attained by form-
ing said shoulder, as in Tig. 3, against the
hinged end of said latch, so that when the end
of the latch touches said shoulder g, as in Fig.
3, the latch-body will not yet be down on the
body of the bracelet, requiring it to be sprung
downward when the bracelet is to be locked.

It will be perceived that the main feature of
the invention, without reference to the lateh,
consists in utilizing the spring of the parts A
and B of the bracelet, and this I regard as
most important, inasmuch as it permits the
full free opening and also the free locking of
the bracelet by the use of one hand only.

I claim—

1. In a bracelet, the combination of the
springy parts A and B of the bracelet, with
their hinge-connection «, having the abutting
faces b, all arranged so that the bracelet will
not be completely locked when the faces b e

are in contact with each other without spring-
ing the parts A B together, snbstantially as
specified.

2. In a bracelet, the combination of the
hinged parts A B, constituting the body of the
bracelet, with the latch C, having the locking-
hook ¢, and with the shounlder g on the part B
of the bracelet, for forming said latch into a
spring when the bracelet is locked, substan-
tially asherein shown and described.
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3. The combination of the parts A B of a -

bracelet with the hinge «, having abufting
faces b ¢, and with the latch C and shoulder
or projection g, for operation, and for utilizing
the spring of the bracelet-body and of the
latch C, substantially as herein shown and de-

seribed.
GEORGE ANDREW SPICER.
Witnesses:
WiLLy G. E. ScHULTZ,
HARRY SMITH.
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