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To all whom it may concern : -
Be it known that I, Apramam PoLrag, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of New York city, in the county of New
York and State of New York, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in
Initialed Buckles, Plates, and the like, of
which the following is a specification. -
The invention relates more particularly
to certain novel features of construction per-
taining to the face-plate of a buckle or other
article and initial letters or the like to be
applied thereto, whereby the letters may be
pressed in position from the back of the
face-plate and there held without the aid
of clamping plates and other extra devices
at present in use for securing initials on

" buckles. In accordance with my invention
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the initial letters may be carried in stock
and denote any or all of the letters of the
alphabet, and in any suitable combination
or grouping these letters may be forced into
position in the opening in the face-plate
with a snap or spring effect and be securely
held by their engagement with the face plate
of the buckle or the.like. A further im-
portant feature of my invention resides in
the provision at the upper and lower ends
of the letters of certain bars which aid in

securing the letters in place and also abut

against one another in series at their ends
and serve, in addition to other duties, to sc-
curately space the letters apart.

My invention is applicable to the initialing
of belt buckles, belt pins, initial plates for
automobiles and other plates to which it
may be desired to apply initial letters or
numbers or emblems or combinations there-
of. The features of my invention are ap-
plicable alike to letters, numbers and other
emblems, and in any use thereof the letters,
numbers or emblems will be snapped into
position across the opening in the plate.

The present invention involves a further
development or improvement relating to my
invention made the subject of Letters Pat-
ent No. 1,430,682 granted to me October 3,
1922, and resides more particularly in the
construction of the bars at the upper and
lower ends of the letters and in the coacting
edges of the slot formed in the face plate of

the buckle.

The invention will be fully .understood
from the detailed description hereinafter

presented, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, in which: ,

Fig. 1 is a front elevation of a portion of
a belt equipped with an initialed buckle em-
bodying my invention;

Fig. 2 is a longitudinal section through

Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is a vertical section, on a larger

scale, through the buckle, taken on the dot-.

ted line 3—3 of Fig. 1;
Fig. 4 is a corresponding section, partly
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'the same, taken on the dotted line 2—2 of
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broken away, on a still larger scale, through

the same;

Fig. 5 1s a vertical section corresponding

with the dotted line 3—3 of Fig. 1 and on an
enlarged scale, through one of the initials
of the buckle, Fig. 5 illustrating the initial
in its primary flat condition and prior to be-
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ing arched or bowed forwardly by its appli-

catéilon to position in the slot of ‘the buckle,
an ‘ :
Fig. 6 is a front elevation of the initial rep-
resented in Fig. 5. ) .
. In the drawings, 10 designates a portion
of a belt of ordinary character and 11 a
buckle thereon /embodying my invention,
said buckle being of any usual or suitable
censtruction except as to the features of the
face-plate 12 and initial letters 13 which
embody my invention.

The face-plate 12 has formed therein a
rectangular opening or slot 14, around which

said plate constitutes a frame, which may.

be plain or embellished as may be desired.
The edges of the plate 12 at the top and
bottom of the opening or slot 14 are bev-
eled inwardly or toward the rear on converg-
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ing lines, as at 15, the bevel at the upper edge

of the slot 14 inclining downwardly and in-
‘wardly and the bevel at the lower edge of
said slot inclining upwardly and inwardly,

as shown in Fig. 4, and in other respects the

plate 12 is or may be of ordinary construc-
tion. The plate 12 when used on a buckle
will be bowed or arched forwardly so as to

%resent_a convex outer surface, as shown in

ig. 3. : -
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The initials 18 shown denote “H” and -

“8”, respectively, but said initials are repre-

sentative only, since I propose to provide for

this feature all the letters of the alphabet
and also, whenever desired, numbers to be
used with or ag substitutes for the letters, I

-
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have shown a group of two initial letters,
but the invention is not limited to the use of
two .initials, since without departure from,
or modification of, my invention any appro-
priate number of letters may be made use of.

The letters, numbered 13, are alike with
respect to the novel features of my invén-
tion, and these letters are each in one in-

--tegral piece of material, preferably sheet
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steel, silver or gold, and of skeleton forma-
tion, and each letter is formed at its upper
and lower ends with horizontal spacing bars
16 which are of special character and utility.
The letters 13 are offset frontwardly from
the bars 16 and at their upper and lower
ends are integral with flanges 17 constitut-
ing integral portions of said bars and form-
ing angular recesses 18 to snugly engage
the beveled edges 15 at the upper and lower
sides of the slot 14. - The bars 16 have a
body portion to fit against the inner face of
the front plate 12, as shown in Fig. 4, and
the flanged portions 17 which carry the let-
ters 13 are pressed into the slot 14 of the
front plate 12; normally the letter with its
bars 16 and flanges 17 is greater in height

-at said flanges than the slot 14 in the front

plate 12, and hence when pressure is applied
to the letter at its rear sides to force the
letter into the slot 14, the letter becomes
convexed frontwardly and the flanges 17
approach one another sufficiently to enter
the slot 14 and engage the beveled edges
15 of said slot. The bars 16 extend upward-
ly and downwardly beyond the legs of the
letter 13 and also extend laterally beyond
the body portion of said letter so as to pro-
ject at opposite sides thereof, as shown in
Fig. 6, and said bars and flanges connect

-the legs of the letters when said letters have
"legs, as shown.

When the letter has no
legs, as those present for illustration in
“H,” the bars 16 and flangés 17 will be in-
tegral with and extend along and beyond
the upper and lower edges of the letter, as
represented in connection with the letter
“S” in Fig. 1. The flanges 17 are angu-
larly disposed and joined to the bars 16
throughout the entire length thereof. this
construction resulting in the letters being
very durable and firmly held. The fact that
the flanges 17 extend beyond the vertical

planes of the side edges of the letters is of -

considerable importance in that with such
construction the adjoining ends of said
flanges, when the letters are assembled, may
abut against each other at the upper and
lower edges of the slot 14 and keep the let-
ters properly spaced apart. A further im-
portant purpose accomplished by the exten-
sion of the flanges 17 beyond the vertical
planes of the edges of the letters is that for
the end letters of a group said flanges will
engage the end edges of the slot 14, and
thereby aid in keeping the letters properly
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positioned within the slot, whereas in the ab-
sence of said projecting portions of the
flanges 17 a letter, such as the letter “S”
(looking at Fig. 1) might slide from en-
gagement with the letter “H” and only be-
come arrested when the right hand edge of
the letter “ S becomes resisted by the right
hand edge of the slot 14. If the flanges 17
should not project laterally beyond the ver-
tical planes of the edges of the letters, and
only the body portion of the bars 16 en-
gaging the rear face of the plate 12 were
made use of, said bars, while spacing a
group of letters apart, would not prevent
the end letters from sliding against the ver-
tical end edges of the slot 14, and to pre-
vent this movement of said end letters, is

one of the purposes of the present invention.
I regard the flanges 17 connecting the legs -

of the Jetters, as shown in Fig. 6, as of par-
ticular importance in adding strength to
the letters. The angular flanges 17 and
beveled edges 15 of the plate 12 serve to
efficiently engage the letters with said plate,
and when said letters are by pressure ap-
plied to their rear faces, pushed into the
slot 14, said letters become arched, as shown
in Fig. 4, and can only with destructive
force applied to their front faces, be pushed
out of said slot. One aim of my invention
is to provide a buckle having the insertable
letters which will be of very durable char-
acter and in which the letters will resist such
pressure as might be exerted against them
by a person leaning against some object t
the front of the letters. ‘ .

It may be noted on reference to Fig. 6
that the legs of the letter extend to the up-
per and lower edges of the flanges 17, and
that hence the letters extend the full height

-of the slot 14, and this is preferable in that-

the letters are permitted to have their maxi-
mum _height in proportion to the slot 14.
It is intended that the initial letters 18
shall be carried in stock and applied to the
buckle 11 or the like in accordance with
the wishes of a purchaser. When the pur-
chaser has selected the initials he desires for
the buckle, the dealer will apply those ini-
tials to the buckle. and in doing so will, by
pressure. at the back of the letters, snap the
same through the opening 14 so that the
outlines of the letters will appear at the
front of the buckle, while the body portions
of the bars 16 will engage the rear face of
the plate 12 and the flanges 17 will engage
the beveled edges 15 of the opening 14. The
body portion of the bar 16 prevents the let-
ters from being pushed entirely through the
opening 14, and they -also serve as spacing
bars for the letters. The flanges 17 also
serve as spacing means in addition to
strengthening the letters and-efficiently en-
gaging the upper and lower edges of the

opening 14, The letters 13 will vary in
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size and shape in accordance with. the size
of the buckle and the dimensions of the
opening 14 therein. The letters will also
vary in width so that, if desired, three ini-
tials might be applied to the opening 14 in
the plate 12 instead of two initials at present
shown in Fig. 1. : o

T do not limit myself to all of the details

~of construction described, since some of

these details may be modified within the
spirit of my invention and the scope of the
appended claims. "I employ the word “ini-

- tials” in the claims in a generic sense, mean-
" 1ng thereby letters, numbers, or other em-
15 bl ‘

ems. .
What T claim as my invention and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is: ,

1. A plate having an opening in the face
thereof and an initial applied thereto, said

initial being adapted for exposure at said

opening and to be directly sprung into posi-
tion thereat, said opening having opposite
inwardly converging beveled edges, and said
initial having at its opposite ends bar mem-
bers to engage the back of said plate and
angular flanges to interlock with said bev-

. eled edges and, extending laterally beyond
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-the vertical planes of the outer edges of the

initial and lying within said opening.

~ 2. A plate having an opening in the face
thereof and an initial applied thereto, said
initial being adapted for exposure at said
opening and to be directly sprung into posi-

‘tion thereat, said opening having opposite

inwardly converging beveled edges, and said
initial having at its opposite ends bar mem-
bers to engage the back of said plate and an-
gular flanges to interlock with said beveled
edges and extending laterally beyond the
vertical planes of the outer edges of the in-

itial and lying within said opening, said

flanges integrally connecting the ends of the
leg members of the initial ‘within the said
opening when the initial has leg members,

- such as are present in the letter “H” and at

the lower end of the letter “A.”
8. A plate having an opening in the face
thereof and an initial applied thereto, said

.. injtial originally being greater in height
B0 -

than said opening and adapted to be directly
sprung into said opening, whereby said in-
itial becomes convexed forwardly, said in-

itial having at its opposite ends bar mem- .

bers to engage the back of said plate and
flanges to interlock with the edges of said
opening for securing the initial in place and
said flanges being extended laterally beyond
the vertical planes of the outer edges of said
initial and lying within said opening.

4. A plate having an opening in the face
thereof and an initial applied thereto, said
initial originally being greater in height

than said opening and adapted to be di- -

rectly sprung info said opening, where-
by said initial becomes convexed for-

wardly, said initial having at its opposite

‘ends bar members to engage the back of said

plate and flanges to interlock with the edges
of said opening for securing the initial in
place and said flanges being extended later-
ally beyond the vertical planes of the outer
edges of said initial and lying within said
opening, and said flanges integrally connect-
ing the ends of the leg members of the in-
itial within said opening when the initial
has leg members, such as are present in the
letter “H” and at the lower end of the
letter “A.”

5. A plate having an opening in the face
thereof and initials applied thereto, said
initials being adapted for exposure at said
opening and to be directly sprung thereinto,
and sald initials having at their upper and
lower ends bar members to engage the back
of said plate and flanges to interlock with
said plate at the opposite edges of said
opening, said flanges being extended later-
ally beyond the vertical planes of the outer
edges of the initials and lying within said
opening and alsoc adapted at their contig-
uous ends to abut against one another and
thereby maintain the initials properly spaced
apart, :

6. A plate having an opening in the face
thereof, and initials applied thereto, said in-

itials being adapted for exposure at said

opening and to be directly sprung thereinto,

and said initials having at their upper and-

lewer ends bar members to engage the back
of said plate and flanges to interlock with
said plate at the opposite edges of said open-
ing, said flanges being extended laterally
beyond the vertical planes of the outer edges
of the initials and lying within said open-
ing and also adapted at their configuous
en%s to abut against one another and there-
by maintain the initials properly: spaced
apart, and said flanges integrally connect-
ing ‘the ends of the leg members of the in-
itial within said opening when the initial
has le%
letter “H” and at the lower end of the let-
ter “A*

7. A plate having an opening in the face
thereof and initia%s applied thereto, said
initials_originally being greater in height
than said opening and adapted to be directly
sprung thereinto, whereby said initials be-
come convexed forwardly, and said initials
having at their upper and lower ends bar
members to engage the back of said plate
and flanges to interlock with said plate at

the opposite edges of said opening, said.

flanges being extended lateraily beyond the
vertical planes of the outer edges of the in-
itials and. lying within said opening and

“also adapted at their contiguous ends to abut

against one another and thereby maintain
the initials properly spaced apart.

&
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members, such as are present in the -
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8. A plate having an opening in the face -
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thereof and initials applied thereto, said in-

-itials originally being greater in height then

said opening and adapted to be directly
sprung thereinto, whereby said initials be-
come convexed forwardly, and seid initials
having at their upper and lower ends bar
members to engage the back of said plate
and flanges to interlock with said plate at
the opposite edges of.said opening, said
flanges being extended laterally beyond the
vertical planes of the outer edges of the in-

itials and lying within said opening and also
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adapted at their contigucus ends to abut
against one ancther and thereby maintain
the initials properly spaced apart, and said
flanges integrally connecting the ends of the
leg members of the initial within said open-
ing when the initial has leg members, such
as are present in the letter “I” and at the
lower end of the letter “A.” i

Signed at New York city, in the county of
New York and State of New York, this 14th
day of August, A. D., 1922.

ABRAHAM POLLAK,
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