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(57) Abstract: The invention relates to processes and equipment for treatment of a feedstock by anaerobic organisms to produce a
methane containing biogas that can be used as a source of energy. The invention is particularly concerned with producing methane
from a waste plant material such as produced by fermentation processes used in the alcoholic beverages industry, such as from brew -
ing/distilling processes which employ grain material for fermentation.
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This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. |:| Claims Nos.:

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. |:| Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. |:| Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. lll Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

see additional sheet
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As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. |:| As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. |:| As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. m No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

1-8, 10, 11

Remark on Protest The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

|:| No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-8, 10, 11

a process for the anaerobic digestion of a aqueous orr
aqueous and oil two phase solution, which has a COD
concentration of 30 to 130 kgm-<3>, comprising the step of a
methanogenic stage, producing methane, wherein a liquid
output from the methanogenic stage is recycled at no more
than a ratio of 2:1 of recycled liquid : input to arrive at
a desired COD level for the liquid output.

2. claims: 16-33

a process for producing struvite (NH4MgP04.6H20),
comprising: the step of subjecting a substantially aqueous
spirit distillation effluent to a methanogenic process,
producing methane and carbon dioxide and wherein upon
exiting from the methanogenic stage of an output stream, at
least a portion of the carbon dioxide is evolved from the
output stream and struvite is obtained.

3. claims: 9, 12-15, 34-38

a process of processing a liquid which undergoes a
methanogenesis step wherein at least one micronutrient metal
is monitored in this step and measured in the feed and
effluent of the process in order to estimate the amount to
be added to the said methanogenesis step.
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