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IMPROVEMENT IN SHAWL-STRAP AND TRAVELING-BAG HANDLES. 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 123,525, dated February 6, 1872. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JAMEs S. ToPHAM, of 

Washington City, in the District of Columbia, 
have invented a new and useful Improvement 
in Shawl-Straps and Traveling-Bag Handles; 
and I do hereby declare that the following is 
a full, clear, and exact description of the con 
struction and operation of the same, reference 
being had to the accompanying drawing mak 
ing a part of this specification, in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of handle with 
loops attached. Figs. 2 and 3 are perspective 
views, showing modifications of loop. 
My invention relates to a shawl-strap and 

traveling-bag handle, and is an improvement 
upon the loop of my former One, the applica 
tion of which was filed November 9, 1871; and 
consists in making the loop of cast or mallea 
ble iron, the frame having a bridge or trans 
verse bar in the center, and a ring cast thereon 
for attaching the loop to the end of the handle, 
the bridge forming a support for the ring, and 
a slot at the same time on either side for the 
reception of the strap, as will be hereinafter 
more fully explained. 
A represents the frame of the loop; B, the 

the bridge; C, the ring; D, the straps; and E, 
the handle. The frame is made of an oblong 
shape in length, having the sides inclined 
enough either way from the center to permit 
of the straps being passed freely through the 
slots under the bridge. The ring is cast onto 
the bridge in the center, and in a line longi 
tudinally to the frame. - 
The loop thus constructed is connected by 

the ring with the eye of the cap at attached to 
the end of the handle. 
The modifications of loop shown in Figs. 2 

and 3, form a combined loop and buckle, the 
strap being attached and buckled on the loop, 
thus dispensing with a buckle which the strap 
Would otherwise require as ordinarily, and 
thereby rendering the sale and manufacture of 
the handle still cheaper, the buckle having 
an eye or loop, b, above the tongue c by which 
it can be attached to the eye of the cap a on 
the end of the handle. 
Baving thus fully described my invention, 

what I claim therein as new, and desire to se 
cure by Letters Patent, is 

1. The loop consisting of frame A, with the 
bridge B and ring C, bridge B constructed to 
form a support for ring C, and a slot at the 
same time on either side for the reception of 
a strap, substantially for the purpose as shown 
and set forth. 

2. In a shawl-strap and traveling-bag han 
dle, the combination of the loop A. C., with 
the rigid curved handle E, substantially as 
shown and set forth. 

3. A buckle provided with an eye or loop, b, 
for attaching it to the ends of the handle E, 
substantially as described. 
As evidence that I claim the foregoing as 

my invention I have hereunto set my hand in 
the presence of two witnesses. 

- JAMES S, TOPHAM. 
Witnesses: 

R. McMURRAY, 
WM. DAW, 

  


