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This invention relates to paper fasteners of the 
type which are provided with a base and project 
ing prongs and a keeper or compressor adapted 
to engage the prongs and over which the latter 

5 are bent to Secure a file of papers or the like. 

O 

Such fasterners have been manufactured here 
tofore in varying engths with prongs also vary 
ing in length to meet the requirement of files of 
different dimensions. The manufacturer has 
found it necessary to manufacture and Stock large 
quantities of such paper fasteners of varying di 
mensions, and the Stationer or dealer is required 
to stock the various sizes to meet the require 
ments of the trade. 

It is the object of the present invention to pro 
vide a paper fastener in which separable prong 
members having projecting tongues may be readi 
ly adjusted to various positions, such prong mem 
bers being also interchangeable and variable as 
to length so that the fastener may be employed 
successfully with files of differing dimensions. 
Other objects and advantages of the inven 

tion Will be apparent as it is better understood 
by reference to the following specification and ac 
companying drawing, in Which 

Fig. 1 is a view in perspective of a compressor 
embodying the invention; - 

Fig. 2 is a similar view illustrating a base and 
prong members adapted to co-operate With the 
compressor; 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged sectional view on the line 
3-3 of Fig. 2; 

Fig. 4 is a view in perspective of one of the 
prong members with its supporting Web; 

Fig. 5 is a view in perspective of a base and 
prong members embodying a slightly modified 
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form of the invention; 
Fig. 6 is an enlarged sectional view on the line 

6-6 of Fig. 5; 
Fig. 7 is an enlarged view in perspective of an 

Other modification of the invention; and 
Fig. 8 is a section on the line 8-8 of Fig. 7. 
Referring to the drawing, 5 indicates the base 

which may be made of any Suitable material, 
preferably mild steel. The base is provided with 
inturned edges 6 forming channels to receive the 
WebS 7 of a plurality of prong members having 
projecting tongues 8. The base is provided pref 
erably at its ends with projections 9 which are 
adapted to limit the movement of the WebS in the 
channels and to prevent escape thereof from the 
base. An opening 10 in One of the channels per 
mits insertion of the WebS So that tWO or more 
and preferably three prong members may be as 
sembled with the base. The prong members may 
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be adjusted longitudinally of the base to co 
Operate With openings in a file of papers and with 
COrresponding Openings 11 in a compressor 12. 
The compressor 12 is made of any suitable ma 
terial, preferably mild steel, and is provided 
With ribs 13 extending longitudinally thereof to 
afford the required stiffness. A plurality of slid 
ing lockS 14 are mounted on the compressor and 
are adapted to engage the tongues 8 when the 
latter are inserted through selected openings 11 
and bent into the Space between the ribs 13. The 
ends of the compressor 15 are slightly flared to 
prevent escape of the sliding locks therefrom. 
AS Will be readily understood, the prong mem 

bers may be adjusted longitudinally of the base 5 
by sliding the webs 7 so that they will co-operate 
With selected openings 11 in the compressor. 
Consequently the fastener may be adjusted to 
meet the requirements of the file. The centrally 
disposed prong member may be eliminated, if 
desired, or additional prong members may be in 
serted in the base to provide further security. 

In FigS. 5 and 6 of the drawing, I have illus 
trated a modification in which the base 16 is pro 
Wided With inturned edges 17 to receive webs 18. 

o 
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The latter are slotted at 19 and 20 so that the 
horizontal ends 21 of tongues 22 may be inserted 
and held in the WebS. Preferably a projection 
23 on the horizontal ends 21 limits the movement 
thereof with respect to the webs. The tongues 
are thus separable from the Webs, but when com 
bined therewith they may be utilized as in the 
preceding embodiment of the invention. In both 
forms of the invention hereinbefore described, 
prong members having tongues of Varying 
lengths are interchangeable with the base, so that 
thinner or thicker files may be accommodated 
readily. 
In another modification of the invention illus 

trated in Figs. 7 and 8 of the drawing, the base 
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24 consists of a strip of any suitable material 
such as mild steel with ribs 25 thereon similar to 
the compressor 12. A number of slidable webs 
26 may be supported on the base by turning the 
edges over the lateral edges thereof, as clearly 
indicated in Fig. 8. Tongues 27 with horizontal 
portions 28 are adapted to be slipped beneath the 
webs and are held in the desired position by pro 
jections 29. Projections 30 at the ends of the 
base prevent escape of the prong members there 
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O 5. 
from. In this form of the invention, as in the 
preceding forms, prong members having tongues 
of varying lengths are interchangeable with the 
base, and the prong members may be adjusted 
longitudinally thereof to engage suitable open 110 
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ings such as the openings 11 in the compressor 12, 
the ends of the tongues being Secured by the locks 
14 of the compressOr. 
The invention as described affords a simple and 

satisfactory paper fastener of the type men 
tioned, and permits a wide variation of the di 
mentions of the file, utilizing the same base and 
compressor with prong members having tongues 
of varying lengths interchangeably and adjust 
ably arranged on the base. The necessity for 
manufacturing and stocking quantities of paper 
fasteners of varying dimensions is thus avoided. 
Various changes may be made in the form ar 

rangement and construction of the parts Without 
departing from the invention or Sacrificing any 
of the advantages thereof. 

I claim: 
1. In a paper fastener, a base, and tongues re 

movably and slidably supported on the base, the 
adjustment of the tongues longitudinally of the 
base permitting use thereof in Selected Spaced 
relation. 

2. In a paper fastener, a base, and prong men 
bers comprising webs co-operating With the base 
and tongues projecting therefrom, removably and 
slidably supported on the base, the adjustment 
of the prong members longitudinally of the base 
permitting use thereof in selected Spaced rela 
tion. 

3. In a paper fastener, a base, and prong men 
bers comprising webs co-operating with the base 
and separable tongues projecting therefrom, re 
movably and adjustably supported On the base, 
the adjustment of the prong members longitudi 
nally of the base permitting use thereof in Select 
ed Spaced relation. 

4. In a paper fastener, a base, and prong men 
bers comprising webs co-operating With the base 
and tongues projecting therefron, renovably and 
adjustably supported on the base, the adjustment 
of the prong members longitudiinally of the base 
permitting use thereof in selected Spaced rela 
tion, the webs having slots to receive the tongues 
Whereby the latter are separable. 

5. In a paper fastener, a base, members slid 
ably supported on the base, and tongues adapted 
to engage and to be held by the sliding Imembers 
in adjusted position. On the base. 

6. In a paper fastener, a base having inturned 
lateral edges forming channels, and prong mem 
bers removably and adjustably engaging the chan 
nels, the adjustment of the prong members longi 
tudinally of the base permitting use thereof in 
Selected Spaced relation. 

7. In a paper fastener, a base having inturned 
lateral edges forming channels, and prong men 
bers comprising webs removably and adjustably 
engaging the channels and tongues projecting 
from the webs, the adjustment of the prong Inern 
bers longitudinally of the base permitting use 
thereof in selected Spaced relation. 

8. In a paper fastener, a base having inturned 
lateral edges forming channels, and prong Inern 
bers comprising webs removably and adjustably 
engaging the channels and separable tongues pro 
jecting from the webs, the adjustment of the 

prong members longitudinally of the base perinit 
ting use thereof in selected spaced relation. 

9. In a paper fastener, a base having inturned 
lateral edges forning channels, and prong men 
bers comprising webs removably and adjustably 80 
engaging the channels, the webs having slots to 
receive the tongues whereby the latter are Separ 
able, the adjustment of the prong members longi 
tudinally of the base permitting use thereof in 
selected spaced relation. 85 

10. In a paper fastener, a base, member's slid 
ably supported on the base, and tongues adapted 
to engage and to be held by the sliding meinbers 
in adjusted position on the base, the tongues have 
ing projections at one end to abut the slidably 90 
Supported members. 

11. In a paper fastener, a base, and tongues 
removably and adjustably Supported On the base, 
the adjustment of the tongues longitudiinally of 
the base permitting use thereof in selected Spaced 95 
relation, a compressor having a plurality of Spaced 
openings to receive the tongues Selectively, and 
slidable means on the compressor to engage and 
hold the ends of the tongues. 

12. In a paper fastener, a base, and prong mem- 100 
bers comprising webs co-operating with the base 
and tongues projecting therefronn, removably and 
adjustably supported on the base, the adjustment 
of the prong members longitudinally of the base 
permitting use thereof in selected spaced relation, 105 
a compressor having a plurality of Spaced Open 
ings to receive the tongues selectively, and slidable 
means on the compressor to engage and hold the 
ends of the tongues. 

13. In a paper fastener, a base, and prong mem- 110 
bers comprising webs co-operating With the base 
and separable tongues pirojecting therefron, re 
movably and adjustably supported On the base, 
the adjustment of the prong members longitudi 
nally of the base permitting use thereof in selected 115 
spaced relation, a compressor having a plurality 
of spaced openings to receive the tongues Selec 
tively, and slidable means on the compressor to 
engage and hold the ends of the tongues. 

14. In a paper fastener, a base, and prong men- 120 
bers comprising webs co-operating with the base 
and tongues projecting therefrom, removably and 
adjustably supported on the base, the adjustment 
of the prong members longitudinally of the base 
permitting use thereof in selected spaced relation, 125 
the Webs having slots to receive the tongues where 
by the latter are separable, a compressor having 
a plurality of spaced openings to receive the 
tongues selectively, and slidable means on the 
compressor to engage and hold the ends of the 130 
tongues. 

15. In a paper fastener, a base, members slid 
ably supported on the base, and tongues adapted 
to engage and to be held by the sliding members 
in adjusted position on the base, a compressor 135 
having a plurality of spaced openings to receive 
the tongues selectively, and slidable means. On the 
compressor to engage and hold the ends of the 
tongues, 
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