. No. 868,950.

. PATENTED 0CT. 22, 1907.
J. D. VASEY. ’

AMUSEMENT DEVICE.
APPHGATION FILED APR. 15, 19@7.

2 SHEETS—SHEET 1.

F7iq.2 7@’
E(;;f_;q]"g:‘ , \

4;'/
)
=

ZWZI/Z%;% £ Mﬂ — Zrzverelor
Tchord Ao, VeSS ] 4y %;ﬁ‘/@ %wmy&




No. 868,950. ~ PATENTED 0CT. 22, 1907,

J. D. VASEY.
AMUSEMENT DEVICE,

APPLIUATION FILED APR, 16, 1907.

2 SEEETS—SHEET 2.




10

15

20

30

35

40

45

50

55

UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.
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AMUSEMENT DEVICE.

No. 868,950.

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented Oct. 22, 1907.

Application filed April 16, 1907, Serial No. 368,197

To all whom it may concern: ,
iz Be it known that I, Joux D. Vasey, a citizen of the
United States, 1681d1n0 at Buffalo, in the county of

Erie and State of New York, have invented a new and

useful Improvement in Amusement Devices, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention relates to an amusement device in-
volving the use of a ball which is adapted to be thrown
upwardly into an elevated basket or cage and to land
either on a support within the cage or ont a support be-
low the cage, the particular place at which the ball
lands depending upon the skill of the player and deter-
mining the score of the latter.

The object of this invention is the production of a
novel amusement device of this character which is not
only entertaining but which also develops the skill
and improves the physique of the player.

In the accompanying drawings consisting of 2 sheets:
Figure 1is a longitudinal section of my new amusement
device. Fig.
in line 2—2, Fig. 1.
line 3—38, IMg. 1.
section in line 4—4, Fig.1.

Similar letters of reference indicate corresponding
parts throughout the several views.

The basket or cage A into which the ball b is thrown
by the player consists generally of an upper cylindrical
body a having its axis arranged vertically, a semi-
spherical cover or top o' closing the upper end of the
body and a downwardly tapering funnel, chute or hop-
per ¢ having its upper large end communicating with

Fig. 3 is a horizontal section in

the lower end of the body while its lower small end is

open and forms a discharge passage, outlet opening or
throat ¢. The basket or cage may be constructed in
any suitable manner so that the interior of the same is
visible from the outside by the players but as shown
in the drawings the same is preferably constructed of
wire. The basket may be supported on a post D rising
from a base ¢, as shown, but if desired the same may be
mounted on the side of a wall or other convemenL sup-
port. :

On the front side of the basket the same is p1ov1dcd
with an inlet opening or passage E which is formed in

the upper part of the funnel or hopper adjacent to the

lower end of the body and through this opening the ball
is thrown upwardly into the basket. -To facilitate the
entrance of the ball into the basket the body is pro-
vided at the lower end of its front part with a guide
hood or canopy F which extends outwardly and over-
hangs the upper end of said inlet opening and inclines
upwardly and inwardly toward the body, as shown in
Tig. 1. The inlet opening is yieldingly closed by a
gate, door or wicket which preferably consists of 2 hori-
zontal eccentric cross rod g arranged at the lower end
of the inlet opening, two upright rods ¢*, g* projecting
upwardly from said eccentric rod to the upper end of

_said opemning,

2 is a vertical transveise section thereof

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary horizontal

and two eyes g°, g% connecting the lower
ends of said upright rods with the eccentric cross rod.
At the lower end of the inlet opening of the basket is
arranged a horizontal pintle rod H having two upwardly
projecting loops &, & which receive the eyes g?, g% and
form a pivot for said door. The latter is held yield-
ingly in its closed position by a spring ¢ which is pref-
erably constructed in the form of an upright elastic
bar or rod which is secured at its lower end to the lower
front part of the funnel or hopper and bears at its upper
end against the cross bar of the door or gate, said gate
cross bar being arranged eccentrically with reference
to the pivot eyes g? and on the lower side thereof so that
the inward pressure of the spring ¢ against the same
causes the upper or iree end of the gate to move out-
wardly into its closed position. By pivoting the eyes
g% on loops £ formed on the pintle rod H the gate is pre-
vented from sliding axially out of place. As the ball
is thrown upwardly through the inlet opening of the
basket the gate is deflected and after the ball clears the

gate the latter again closes and prevents the escape of
the ball through the inlet opening.

In the simplest form of the amusement dev1ce the
ball upon being successfully thrown by the player into
the basket through the inlet opening thereof drops in
the body and funnel and escapes through the outlet
opening in the lower end of the latter when it may be
recovered and thrown repeated y in the manner de-
scribed, each successful throw into the basket adding
to the score of the player.

For convenience in recovering the ball, a main pocket
J is arranged below the outlet of the basket in position
to catch the ball as it issues from said outlet. This
pocket is preferably made of wire in semi-spherical
form and connected on its rear side by upright wires }
with the rear lower part of the hopper while the front
side is unobstructed to permit the ball to be readily
removed therefrom.

" In order to add to the interest of the game and in-
crease the opportunity for varying the score, means are
provided which permit catching the ball within the
basket and then releasing the same. Various means
may be devised for accomplishing the last mentioned
purpose, that shown in the drawings comprising two
supplemental pockets arranged one above the other in
the rear part of the basket and each consisting of a ring
shaped body K and a laterally swinging arm I forming
the bottom of the supplemental pocket. The body of
each supplemental pocket is constructed of wire and
secured to the rear side of the basket and the bottom of
the same has the form of loops which are bent on an up-
right wire shaft M which is journaled in bearings ou the
adjacent part of the basket. This shafi is normally
turned by a spring m in the direction for bringing the
bottom loops ! in position to practically close or ob-
struct the body rings K on their undersides. Themove-
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ment of the shaft in the direction for closing the bottom
of the supplemental pockets is limited by means of a
stop n which is formed by a bend off-set in the shaft
and is adapted to engage with the adjacent part of the
basket. The shaft extends downwardly adjacent to the
lower main pocket where the same is provided with a
forwardly projecting arm or handle 0 whereby the shaft
may be turned. When a player throws a ball into the
basket, it is liable to enter either of said supplemental
pockets in which case the score is increased accord-
ingly. Upon turning the shaft by means of the handle
at its lower end, the bottoms of both supplemental
pockets are swung laterally simultaneously, thereby
permitting the ball to drop through the body ring of
the particular supplemental pocket in which the same
was caught and permitting the same to return to the
main pocket at the lower end of the basket ready to be
thrown again.  After the ball is released from a supple-
mental pocket it is only necessary to release the handle
of the shaft, the spring m operating to automatically
return the same to the position in which the bottom
loops 1 again obstruct the body rings on their under-
sides.

By arranging the handle of the shaft adjacent to the
lower or main pocket, the player who releases the ball
stands in position to take the ball immediately after
dropping, thus expediting the game.

I claim as my invention:

1. An amusement device comprising a basket having a
ball inlet opening in its side and a ball outlet opening
at its lower end, a gate arranged in the inlet opening
and pivoted at the lower edge thercof, and yielding means
operating {o permit said gate to be opened by a thrown
ball and to automatically close said gate when the ball
clears the same, substantially as set forth.

2. An amusement device comprising a basket having a
ball inlet opening in its side and a ball outlet opening
at its lower end, a gate arranged in the inlet opening
and pivoted at the lower edge thereof, and a spring
engaging said gate and operating to yieldingly hold the
same in a closed position so as to permit the gate to open
when hit by a thrown ball and to automatically close the
gate when the ball clears the same, substantially as set
forth.

3. An amusement device comprising a basket having an
upper cylindrical body and a lower downwardly tapering
funnel having a ball inlet opening in its side and a ball
outlet opening at its lower end, a cross bar arranged at
the lower end of said side opening, a gate for closing said
side opening having eyes pivoted on said bar, and a spring
for yieldingly holding said gate in its closed position,
substantially as set forth.

4. An amusement device comprising a basket having an
upper eylindrical body and a lower downwardly tapering
fnnnel having a ball inlet opening in its side and a ball
outlet opening at its lower end, a cross bar arranged at
the lower end of said side opening and having two loops,

868,950

a gate for closing said side opening having two upright
bars, an eccentric cross bar arranged adjacent to said
loops and two eyes connecting opposite ends of said eccen-
tric cross bar with the lower ends of said upright bars
and pivoted on said loops, and a spring bar connected at
one end with said chute and engaging at its opposite end
with said eccentric bar, substantially as set forth.

5. An amusement device comprising an upright basket
having a ball inlet in its side and a ball outlet at its
lower end, a hood projecting forwardly from the body at
the upper edge of its inlet opening, and a pivoted gate
arranged in said inlet opening, substantially as set forth.

6. An amusement device comprising an upright basket
having a cylindrical upper part and a downwardly taper-
ing lower part provided with a ball inlet at its front side
and a ball outlet at its lower end, a forwardly projecting
hood arranged on the said upper part of the basket at
the upper edge of the inlet opening in the lower part
thereof, a gate pivoted at its lower end to the lower edge
of said inlet opening, and a spring operating to hold said
gate yieldingly in its closed position, substantially as set
forth.

7. An amusement device comprising a basket having 2
ball inlet opening in its side and a ball outlet opening at
its lower end, and a ball receiving pocket arranged within
the basket above the lower end thereof, substantially as
set forth.

8. An amusement device comprising a basket having a
ball inlet opening in its side and a ball outlet opening at
its lower end, and a ball receiving pocket arranged within
the basket above the lower cnd thercof and having a
movable bottom, substantially as set forth.

9. An amusement device comprising a basket having a
ball inlet opening in its side and a ball outlet opening at
its lower end, and a ball receiving pocket arranged within
the basket and consisting of a ring-shaped Lody and a
laterally movable bottom, substantially as set forth.

10. An amusement device comprising a basket having a
ball inlet opening in its side and a ball outlet opening at
its lower end, a Dball receiving pocket arranged within
the basket and eonsisting of a ring-shaped body and a
laterally movable bottom, and an upright shaft connected
with said bottom, substantially as set forth.

11. An amusement device comprising a basket having a
ball inlet opening in its side and a ball outlet opening at
its lower end, a ball receiving pocket arranged within
the basket and consisting of a ring shaped body and a
laterally movable bottom an upright shaft connected with
said bottom, a spring operating to turn said shaft for
causingz said Dottom to close the underside of said ring,
and a stop for limiting the closing movement of said
bottom and shaft, substantially as set forth.

12. An amusement device comprising a basket having a
ball inlet in its side and a ball outlet at its lower end,
a ball receiving pocket arranged below said outlet, a ball
receiving pocket arranged within the basket and having a
movable bottom, and a shaft for operating said bottom
having a handle arranged adjacent to the pocket helow the
basket, substantially as set forth.

Witness my hand this 13th day of April, 1907.

" JOHN D. VASEY.
Witnesses :
THro. I. Porp,
E. M. GRAHAM.
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