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Ty all whom it may concern:

" Be it known that I, FRANKLIN M. ASHLEY,
acitizen of the United States, residing at New
Bedford, in the county of Bristol and State
of Massachusetts, have invented a certain
new and useful Device for Use when Repair-
ing or Laying Pipes in Streets, of which the
following is a specification.

The object of my invention, is to provide
means, whereby, the way for foot passengers
is obstructed as little as possible, in the work
of repairing, or laying pipe in the streets,
and to lessen the expense of said work.

To this end, my invention consists in the
device illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings, in which—

Figure 1. is a view in perspective. Fig. 2.
is an end view; and Fig. 3.1s an end view of
the device when folded together for transpor-
tation.

Similar letters,
geveral views.

a,represents the floor of my device, consist-
ing of boards, fastened to sleepers b; and a’y
represents the upright or back of the device,
consisting of boards, secured to the timbers
b’. The timbers b’, and the sleepers b, are

hinge e, which allows

hinged together by a
the back and the floor, to be folded together,

refer to similar parts in the

as shown in Fig. 3. for transportation. The
outer ends of the timbers and sleepers, are
provided with hooks, over which, the eyes in

the ends of the rod ¢, are adapted to pass, and
hold the floor and back rigidly in the angular
position shown, when the device is in use.

The device is preferably made in lengths
convenient to handle.

The operation and advantages of the device,
are as follows—A sufficient number of lengths
of the device, are placed end to end, along the
edge of the street where it is proposed to lay
pipe, and the earth and stone excavated in
the operation are thrown upon the floor of the
device, which holds the same within a limited
space. 'The upright o, prevents the earth,
as it is thrown from the excavation, from be-
ing spread over & large space, and impeding
travel along the side walk, and also, in con-
nection with the floor a, holds the earth in
the best possible condition to be rapidly re-
turned to the excavation, when the pipe is
laid.

I claim—

The herein desecribed device for holding
earth, from excavation in the streets, consist-
ing of the floor @, and back a',adapted to be
held substantially at right angles with each
other when in use; and folded together, for
transportation, substantially as shown and
described.

FRANKLIN M. ASHLEY.

Witnesses:

- HENRY W. MASON,
James C. HiTCH.
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