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Be-it known-that T, Grorar’ MackiNTOsStH;
a’citizen of ‘the United' States of Amenca,
and residént of Ocentiside, in the ‘county of

Nassan and: State of' New York, have in-:
vented new and’Improved ‘Intérchangeable’
Directory Strips, of which the: followi ing-is

afull, clear; and-exact d@bCI‘lpth]l

This: invention rélatey: to directories quch?
as are used'in’ office buildings ‘and hag pars
ticular reference: to” an unplovement i thei

name Dbeiri ing ‘strips:.:
The- mventlon -compreliends: a directory

of the type set’ fOIth which!includes a plu--
rality of strips or’ naine: beaunv ‘eléments’

adapted’ to" bé: artanged: in' superposed‘

stacked relation -and’ aims for its' principal

object to provide improveéd’means for-de=
tachably and™ interchiangeably - connecting
the stri ips Wlth each other whcl cby they ‘ue

against’ acmdentai d1Spla,cen‘1ént

As a'further ob]ect the ‘in'vention comp1 e

hends' in” contection { with” dlrectory strips
having mfcrchangez{ble means' of" connec-
tion, grawty actuated - locking - dévices * for
retalning the' strips agamst separatlon ‘and
movable to‘a release- position’ upon+inver:
sion’’of the’conhicted ‘strips whercby to pert
mit of ‘separation’ ‘thereotf:

The “invention further': contemplates di+
réctory’ strips which includé'a’ name bearing
section ‘and a room'’ ‘bl besring? ﬁcctioh
which -are ‘separablé’ when ' the’ strlps are
disassociated and' which are Jocked “against
separation when the strips are in associated
relation:

‘The invention® furthérmore aims to" pro-
vide a’ dlrectory strip construction’ which ‘is
simple, inexpensive'and efficient:

With the  above’ récited and other ob]ects
in' view, reférerice’ is’ had’ to the" following
speclﬁcatlon -and- drawings- in" which’ thete
is exhibited one example or embodinient of

5 the invention: which is ‘in'no way intended

as a limitation: upon the 'scope of ‘the ap-
pended claims 4§ it is"to be: clearly under-
stood that  variation$ and'  modifications
which proper i1y fall within thie' scope-of said

claim§ may be Ies01ted to when ound ex-

- mated! smlp -elenents’ together to ple'vent
‘movemnent -
‘thiereof, the section 10'of each’ st 'ip ‘element

pediéiit:
In the dr awmgs—— ‘
Figiire 1 is a pelspectue vigw illustrating

a plurahty of associated and locked direc-

tory strips constructed in accordance with
the mven’mon

‘reldtives:

thie' sections thereof separated.

Fig. 3-is a vertical sectional view through:
a phu ality of the stl ips‘in associated locked:

relation:

“TFigo 4 s a sunlla) view illustrating“the
inver Led unlocked relation'of the stups < with
the: same partly separated:’

F it
apljlommately on' the' line 55 of Fig. 3.

Referring’tothe drawings by characters:

of 'réference “the impr: oved - dirvectory strip

constituting: the present invention includes:
a’hame bearing section 10 ‘and'a room nuin?

ber beaunﬂ sectlon 11-the: former being . in-
scribed on one- of' its side faces Wlth the
name 12 and the latter on one-of ‘its:side
faces ‘with-the room -number 13.- In -ofder
to provide a-longitudinally- slidable' means

“of connection’ between: the' strips to main=
" tain the” same ~against relative- lateral-"or

vertical separatlon, thie ' section' 10 of each
strip: is® provided respectively on its “upper
and-Towei faces with:aterigwe 14 and:groove
15 extendlng longitudinally: thereof and- the
section~11 of each:strip ‘s 51m11ar1y formed
with: a longitudinally” extending:tongue-16
and groove 17 respectively on it upper and

Tower faces;" the said" tongues and grooves

being of dove-tail configuration or an equiv-
alent formation which hmlts the separation

and association of the ‘strips with eachiother

tor the longitudinal ‘sliding: movément. In

-ordeér to- plomde a means: of ‘connection” bez
_tweens the settions-10-and- 117 of each strip
~which prevents™ separation thereof - except

whén' the strips “are-disassembled, ‘the: said

‘sﬂe view: pa1tly in" section
lllnstl ‘Ltmﬁ ‘one ‘of the directory stnps with:

“1s7avvertical sectional view' taken:
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sédtions“are respectively. prowded at- their 95

confrontingrends with a~threaded -stem' 18
and-a “threaded recess 19/ whereby the ‘sec-
tions are detachably  associated: witheach
other and when' propelly agsociated the
tongues and grooves 14 and 16 -and: 15 and
17 are disposed in~alineinent whereby' the
tongues’of the sections of oneé strip may-be
riated ‘with the grooves of the sectionsof an

‘adjacent strip by relative longittidinal slid-
‘ing movemernt" : thereot as: 1llustl ated.”

In
locking: the

ordler to provide ' means -for

shd1 o

Jowgitudinal’

is p1ov1ded with a keeper opening 20.ex-
tending inwardly from its upper face and
said section is provided with a gravitation-
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ally projectable lock pin 21 from its lower
face which is designed to engage in the
keeper opening 20 of the-next adjacent sub-
terposed mated strip element when the stack
of strips are in a right-side-up position. In
order to prevent loss of the lock pins and
to provide means for permanently associat-
ing the same with the strips, the said pins
are provided with enlarged heads 22 which
are movable in a correspondingly enlarged
bore 23 in the strip, the outer end of which
bore is closed by a countersunk cover plate
24 having a central aperture 25 conforming
to the size of the lock pin shank diameter.

When it is desired to disassociate the strip
from each other the stack of strips is invert-
ed as illustrated in Fig. 4 whereby the lock
pins gravitate to a position to fully retract
the shanks from the keeper openings 20 of
the adjacent strips, thus permitting a lon-
gitudinal relative sliding movement of the
strips to separate the same from each other.
When thus separated, it is obvious that the
sections 10 and 11 may be separated by un-
screwing the threaded stem 18 from the
threaded recess 19.

The plan or scheme of the invention is to
equip the various office buildings with stand-
ard directories having directory strips of
this type so that each tenant purchases a
strip section 10 which is owned by the ten-
ant and may be taken with him to other
offices for use in their directories by merely
attaching the proper room number thereto.
It is thus obvious from the foregoing that
the expense of maintaining office building
directories will be greatly reduced by em-
ploying directory strips constructed in ac-
cordance -with the invention. '

I claim: ’

1. In a building directory consisting of
a stack of indicia hearing strips, a longi-
tudinal sliding connection between the meet-
ing faces of the strips for holding the same
against transverse and vertical separation,
and gravity actuated locking means for pre-
venting relative sliding’ movement of the
strips in a direction to disconnect the same,
said locking means being releasable upon
inversion of the stack. -

2. In a building directory consisting of
a stack of indicia bearing strips, a longi-
tudinal sliding connection between the meet-
ing faces of the strips for holding the same
against transverse and vertical separation,
and gravity actuated locking means for pre-
venting relative sliding movement of the
strips in a direction to disconnect the same,

said locking means being releasable upon in-

version of the stack, the said strips com-
prising longitudinally separable sections

1,542,789

adapted to respectively bear the name and
room number and a means of connection be-
tween said sections permitting of sepava-
tion thereof only when the strips are cisas-
sociated.

3. Tn a building directory consisting of a
stack of superimposed indicia bearing strips,
interengageable means of connection be-
tween said strips for locking the same
against velative displacement, said means
being releasable upon inversion of the stack.

4. In a building directory consisting of a
stack of superimposed indicla bearing strips,
means on the confronting upper and lower
faces of the strips for connecting the same
against relative vertical and lateral separa-
tion and gravity operated means for lock-
ing the strips against relative longitudinal
separation, said means being gravitationally
releasable upon inversion of the stack.

5. In a Dbuilding directory including =
plurality of superimposed strips, a dove-
tail tongue and groove provided respective-
ly on the upper and lower faces thereof for
establishing a connection between the adja-
cent strips by a longitudinal sliding move-
ment and gravity means for connecting and
maintaining the strips in alinement against
relative longitudinal sliding movement.

6. In a building directory including a
plurality of superimposed strips, a dove-tail
tongue and groove provided respectively on
the upper and lower faces thereof for es-
tablishing a connection between the adja-
cent strips by a longitudinal sliding move-
ment and gravity means for connecting and
maintaining the strips in alinement against
relative longitudinal sliding movement, said
latter means comprising perforated por-
tions in the upper face of each strip and
weighted lock pins projectable from the
lower face of each strip and into the keeper

openings when the stack is in right-side-up

position. - )

7. In a building directory including a
plurality of superimposed strips, a dove-tail
tongue and groove provided respectively on
the upper and lower faces thercof for es-
tablishing a connection between the adja-
cent strips by a longitudinal sliding niove-
ment and gravity means for connecting and
maintaining the strips in alinement against
relative longitudinal sliding movement, said
latter means comprising perforated portions
in the upper face of each strip and weighted
lock pins projectable from the lower face
of each strip and into the keeper openings
when the stack is in right-side-up position,
said lock pins being vetractible from the
keeper openings upon inversion of the stack.
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