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This invention relates to a device for shielding the
light or diffusing the light from a light source.

Among the objects of the present invention, it is
aimed to provide an improved device for shielding the
light or diffusing the light from the light source of a
lighting fixture which can be assembled in the field to
cover any number of various areas or designs of areas
irrespective of size.

More specifically, it is an object of the invention to
provide an improved light-shielding grid characterized
by a construction in which the adjacent ends of the
intersecting slats of a grid are joined to posts to enable
assembly in the field to satisfy any number of various
areas or designs of areas, irrespective of size.

These and other features, capabilities and advantages
of the present invention will appear from the subjoined
detailed description of one specific embodiment thereof
illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in which

Fig. 1 is a plan view of a grid or egg crate louver
made according to the present invention.

Fig. 2 is an enlarged scale perspective of a part of the
grid shown in Fig. 1, and shows one of the grid ele-
ments ready to be assembled.

Fig. 3 is a fragmental plan view of the part shown
in Fig. 2, but shows all of the elements assembled.

Fig., 4 is a section substantially on the line 4—4 of
Fig. 2.

Fig. 5 is a section on the line 5—5 of Fig. 4.

Fig. 6 is a section on the line 5—S5 of Fig. 4, but with
the locking ring in locking position of four of the slats
instead of only locking three of the slats as shown in
Fig. 5.

Fig. 7 is a section similar to that shown in Fig. 6
but showing a sectional locking ring instead of a single,
split locking ring.

In the embodiment shown in Figs. 1 to 6, inclusive,
the grid is illustrated as composed of a plurality of slats
or strips 1 composed as an instance of metal or the
like which have transversely extending parallel slots 2
formed along the ends thereof, as an instance by milling.
In addition to the slats or strips 1 there are provided
only two other structural elements, such as the cylindri-
cal posts 3 and the locking rings 4.

The posts 3 may be composed of an extruded metal
or plastic tube, each post having a plurality of parallel
keyways 5, preferably bayonet shape in cross section.
In addition, intermediate the ends of each post 5 there
is provided an annular recess 6 receding inwardly from
the outer face 7 of each post 3 which intersects the sev-
eral keyways 5 of each post 3. .

The slats or strips 1 in turn are provided with inter-
mediate recesses 8 spaced from top and bottom of each
slat 1 to correspond to the position of the annular recess
6 so that a split ring, as an instance the ring 4, may be
snapped into the recess 6 before the slats 1 are mounted
on the post 3, and then the ring 4 rotated along the
annular recess 6 successively to receive each slat 1 in
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the space between the edges 9 and 10 of the ring 4, see
Fig. 2, where three slats 1 have been positioned and the
ring 4 is positioned in the annular recess ¢ with the
edges 9 and 10 registering with one of the keyways 5 to
receive the last slat 1 not yet positioned.

After all of the slats 1 have been anchored in their
respective keyways 5 and the ring 4 rotated so that its
separation will clear each of the keyways 5, the ring
4 is then positioned so that its separation between the
edges 9 and 10 will clear the threaded hole 11, see Figs.
5 and 6, to receive a locking means, such as the
screw 12.

In the embodiment shown in Fig. 7, instead of a single
split ring 4, two arcuate sections 13 and 14 are provided,
which when placed in the recess 6, will similarly permit
clearing the screw 12 between two opposing ends 15
and 16 of the sections 13 and 14, respectively.

Obviously the intermediate annular recess 6 mneed
not be equispaced between the upper and lower edges
of its associated post 3, and various changes and modifi-
cations may be made to the details of construction with-
out departing from the general scope of the invention
as set forth in the appended claims.

Iclaim: v

1. The combination of a post, for a grid or the like,
a plurality of keyways extending inward from the outer
face of said post, the keyways of said post being parallel
to one another and spaced from one another, there
being an annular recess intersecting all of the keyways
of said post and extending inward from the outer face
of, and intermediate the ends of, said post, and a plu-
rality of slats, each slat having a slot extending from its
side face and adjacent each of its ends, the slots of each
slat extending parallel to one another, there being an
intermediate recess extending inward from each end of
a slat and intersecting the slot adjacent such end, and
a split ring positioned in said annular recess and the
associated intermediate recesses of said slats, said split
ring having its ends spaced a distance at least equal to
the width of a keyway to enable receiving a slat when
the space between the ends of the ring register with a
keyway, the ring being angularly movable during assem-
bly into position successively to insert said slats into said
keyways and after assembly into position to enable the
space between the ends of said ring to clear all of said
keyways.

2. The combination as set forth in claim 1 charac-
terized by a threaded hole in the annular recess of said
post between two adjacent keyways, and a screw con-
nected to said threaded hole, anchoring said ring in
position.

3. The combination as set forth in claim 1 in which
the split ring is composed of one piece.

4. The combination as set forth in claim 1 in which
the split ring is composed of a plurality of sections.
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