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ciated with each side frame member. Each block 
B is of elongated form and enlarged at the iower 
end. The block B has a flat, vertical, rear face 3 
slidingly engaging the inner side of the vertical 
back wall 23 of the pocket 22. At the lower end, 
the block B is provided with a flat wedge face , 
which engages with the wedge face 0 of the 
corresponding shoe A. 
The springs C-C-C-C, which are four in 

number, are arranged in pairs at opposite sides 
of the truck, two of said springs being associated 
with each side frame member of the truck and 
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cooperating with the corresponding wedge blocks . 
B-B. The spring C of each wedge block B is 
interposed between the upper end of the block and 
the underneath side of the transverse, horizontal 
wall of the top member fi, which wall is indicated 
by 33. The upper end of the block B and the 
wall 33 are provided with spring centering pro 
jections 34-34 which engage within the oppo 
site ends of the spring C to hold the same cen 
tered. The springs C-C are under initial 
compression and force the blocks B-B down 
wardly, thereby wedging the shoes A-A inwardly 
against the sides of the bolster 4. As will be 
evident, the frictional resistance provided by the 
shoes A-A bearing on the bolster effectively 
snubs the action of the truck springs by Opposing 
vertical movement of the bolster with respect to 
the truck side frame. In this connection it is 
pointed out that should the springs C-C fail for 
any reason, the weight of the wedge blocks B-B 
will produce a certain amount of wedging action 
On the shoes A-A to maintain the same in po 
sition to guide the bolster and also produce slight 
frictional resistance to provide Snubbing action. 

Referring next to the embodiment of the in 
vention illustrated in Figure 5, my improved 
Snubbing means comprises broadly a friction shoe 
D at each side of the bolster at each end thereof 
and a leaf spring E cooperating with each shoe. 
At each side of the bolster a pocket 35 is 

provided similar to the pocket 22 of the bolster 
illustrated in Figures 1, 2, 3, and 4. The pocket 

includes an inclined top wall 36, which is in 
clined upwardly and inwardly toward the bolster, 
as clearly shown in Figure 5. The wall 36 of the 
pocket forms a wedge face which cooperates with 
the shoe D. The pocket is also provided with a 
transverse bottom wall 37, which has an upturned 
flange 38 at its outer end. The back wall of the 
pocket is indicated by 39 and is provided with 
an opening 40 therethrough, thereby presenting 
a downwardly facing, horizontal shoulder 4 at 
the top or upper wall of said opening. 
The shoe D, which is of the cross sectional 

shape shown in Figure 5, has a vertically disposed, 
flat friction surface 42 on the side thereof en 
gaging the corresponding vertical side face of the 
bolster 4. At the lower inner side, the shoe D 
is provided with a downwardly inclined, laterally 
extending arm 43, which is provided with a trans 
verse opening or slot 44, extending therethrough, 
adapted to accommodate the leaf spring E. 
The spring E is in the form of an elongated, 

flat plate and is engaged through the opening or 
slot 44 of the arm 43 of the shoe D and is con 
flned between the shoulder 4 and the flange 38 
of the pocket 35. The spring E is under tension, 
being bowed as show in Figure 5, and presses the 
shoe D against the wedge face 36 of the pocket to 
wedge the shoe against the side of the bolster. 
At the inner end of the opening or slot 44 of the 
arm 43, the lower corner of the shoe D is rounded 
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of, as indicated at 45, to provide a bearing Sur 
face for the leaf spring E. 
As will be evident, the friction shoe D is held 

in tight frictional engagement with the bolster by 
the leaf spring E, which is under tension, thereby 
frictionally resisting up and down movement of 
the bolster to effectively snub the action of the 
truck Springs. 
By the arrangement of shoes shown in Figure 5 

having the depending arms 43-43, failure of the 
leaf springs, in case of damage or breakage, is 
taken care of. Assuming that the spring E is 
accidentally broken, the shoe D will rock on the 
arm 43, the latter fulcrunning on the lower Wall 
of the pocket 35, a rounded seat 46 being provided 
at the lower inner corner of the pocket for the 
end of the arm 43. 
I have herein shown and described what I now 

consider the preferred manner of carrying out 
my invention, but the same is merely illustrative 
and I contemplate all changes and modifications 
that come within the Scope of the claims ap 
pended hereto. 
I claim: 
1. In a railway car truck, the combination with 

truck side frames provided with bolster guides, a 
truck bolster, and springs supporting said bolster 
on the truck side frames between said guides; of 
a pocket in each side frame at opposite sides of 
the bolster at said bolster guides; a friction shoe 
in said pocket and fulcrumed at its lower end, 
said shoe bearing on the side of the bolster; a 
wedge engaging said shoe and forcing the same 
against the side of the bolster; and a spring 
buttressed against the side frame and pressing 
said wedge into wedging engagement with the 
shoe. 

2. In a railway car truck, the combination with 
a truck side frame member having spaced, ver 
tical bolster guldes, a truck bolster vertically mov 
able between said guides, and truck springs sup 
porting said bolster on the side frame; of a pocket 
in said side frame at each side of said bolster at 
said bolster guides; a friction shoe in each pocket, 
said shoe having a friction surface in engagement 
with the corresponding side of the bolster, a 
Wedge face at the upper end, and a fulcrum arm 
at the lower end, said arm being pivotally sup 
ported in said pocket; a wedge block in said 
pocket above said shoe having a wedge face at 
its lower end engaging the wedge face of the 
shoe; and a spring under compression buttressed 
at its upper end against said side frame and bear 
ing at its lower end On the upper end of said 
Wedge block. 

3. In a railway car truck, the combination with 
a truck side frame having spaced, vertical bolster 
guides, a truck bolster guided for vertical move 
ment between said guides, and truck springs sup 
porting said bolster on the side frame; of pockets 
in said side frame at opposite sides of the bolster 
at said bolster guides, each pocket having a ver 
tically disposed inner Wall; a fulcrum seat at the 
lower end of said pocket; a friction shoe in each 
pocket, said shoe having an Outer friction surface 
thereon bearing on the corresponding side of the 
bolster; a Wedge face at the upper end of the 
shoe; a fulcrum arm at the lower end of the 
shoe pivotally supported in Said fulcrum seat; 
a wedge block in Said pocket above said shoe in 
terposed between the shoe and said vertical wall 
of the pocket and slidably engaging said wall, 
said block having a wedge face at its lower end 
engaging the wedge face of the shoe; and a Spring 
under compression buttressed against said side 
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frame and engaging said block to force the same 
downwardly against the shoe. 

4. In a railway car truck, the combination with 
truck side frame members, a truck bolster, and 
springs supporting said bolster on the side frame 
members, said side frame members - being pro 
vided with bolster guides; of a pocket in One of 
said side frame members at the bolster guide; 
a friction shoe in said pocket having a friction 
surface engaging said bolster, said shoe having 
a fulcrum portion at its lower end rigid there 
with on which the shoe rocks; and means for 
wedging said shoe against said bolster, compris 
ing a member having a wedge face engaging said 
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shoe and a Spring for pressing said shoe and 
member against each other. 
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