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(57) Abstract: A magnetic card reader adapted such that, when a magnetic card is directly inserted into a card travel groove in-
stead of allowing the magnetic card to travel in a card travel direction, damage to a magnetic head due to a collision of the mag-
netic card with the magnetic head is prevented. A magnetic head (12) is fixed to a side wall (16) by a head fixing fitting (20) so as
to be able to advance from and be retracted into a card travel groove (19). First and second head urging levers (13, 14) are rock-
ably supported by supports (23a, 23b). In a state of standby to read a magnetic card, the magnetic head (12) has retracted from the
card travel groove (19) and card engaging sections (13a, 14a) of the first and second head urging levers (13, 14) have entered the
card travel groove (19). When made to travel in a card travel direction (15), the magnetic card (25) first makes contact with a card
contact section (13e) to push away the card contact section (13e). This causes the first head urging lever (13) to push out the mag-
netic head (12) into the card travel groove (19), making the magnetic head (12) make contact with the magnetic card (25).
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