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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
JAY W. STEVENS, OF PORTLAND, OREGON. 

ASSIGNMENT-CARD SYSTEM. 
1,047,851. 

To all whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JAY W. STEVENs, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Portland, in the county of Multnomah and 
State of Oregon, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Assignment 
Card Systems; and I do hereby declare the 
following to be a full, clear, and exact de 
Scription of the invention, such as will en 
able others skilled in the art to which it 
appertains to make and use the same. 
My invention relates to an improved as 

signment card system, especially adapted 
for fire department use, and it consists in 
the constructions, combinations and ar 
rangements herein described and claimed. 
An object of my invention is to provide 

an improved assignment card system by 
which the numbers of all alarm boxes, or 
stations, to which a fire company must re 
spond are exposed by the several cards of 
a set in a distinctive manner, such as by 
employing red for all numbers, or cards, to 
which the engine company responds on first 
alarms, blue for second alarms, green for 
third alarms, etc. 
A further object of my invention is to 

provide an improved assignment card sys 
tem, by which the numbers of all alarm sta 
tions are exposed on the several cards of a 
set, in which each card designates the fire 
companies that are assigned to respond to 
the first, second, third and fourth alarms of 
the particular alarm-station number ex 
posed on said card, and also the actual dis 
tances from said alarm station to the quar 
ters of all remaining fire companies; there 
by providing a guide by which such remain 
ing companies can fall in automatically ac 
cording to their distances from the particu 
lar alarm station as substitutes for any of 
the several assigned companies which may 
be temporarily absent or out of commission. 
A further object of my invention is to 

provide an improved assignment card Sys 
tem, in which the numbers of all alarm sta 
tions are exposed on the several cards of a 
set, and in which each card designates the fire companies assigned to change location, 
upon a second or subsequent alarm of the 
particular alarm-station number exposed on 
said card, by proceeding to occupy the quar 
ters of other companies which have been 
called out by such alarms; thereby insuring 
the maintenance of a proper fire protection 
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In the accompanying drawings forming 
a part of this application, and in which 
similar reference symbols indicate corre 
sponding parts in the several views:- 
Figure 1 is a front elevation showing a set 
of assignment cards supported in a case to 
expose the numbers of all alarm stations, 
illustrating one embodiment of my inven 
tion; Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the con 
struction of Fig. 1; and Fig. 3 is a face 
view of one of the assignment cards. 

Referring to the drawings, the several 
cards 1 of the set carry index numbers 2 
corresponding to the numbers of the va 
rious alarm stations; said several index 
numbers being exposed in the set, as shown 
in Fig.1. The set of each fire company has 
the index numbers corresponding to those 
alarms to which it is assigned to respond distinctively displayed, as by employing 
red for all numbers to which said particular 
company responds on first alarms, blue for 
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second alarms, green for third alarms, etc. 
This distinctive display can be conveniently 
produced by the use of either colored num 
bers or cards, or by pasting, or otherwise 
attaching, colored celluloid or other trans 
parent material over the proper index num 

Each card carries at A the location bers. 
of the box indicated thereon, and at B the 
numbers of all vicinity boxes. Each card 
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designates on separate lines C, D, E and F 
the fire apparatus such as engines, trucks, 
etc., which are assigned to respond to the 
first, second, third, and fourth alarms of 
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the alarm-station number indexed on said 
card, and designates at G the actual dis-, 
tances from said alarm station to the quar 
ters of all remaining fire companies; there 
by providing a guide by which such remain 
ing companies can fall in automatically to 
substitute for any of such several assigned 
companies which may be temporarily ab 
sent or out of commission. 
portion of each card, there is designated 
at H, I and K the fire companies assigned 
to change location, upon a second or subse 
quent alarm of the particular alarm-station 
number exposed on said card, by proceeding 
to occupy the quarters of certain of the as 
signed companies designated in lines C, D, E 
and F; thereby insuring the maintenance of 
a proper fire protection in all districts. 

At the lower 
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I have illustrated a preferred and satis: 110 factory form of my improved assignment 
card system, but obviously slight changes 
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could be made therein without departing 
from the spirit and scope of my invention. 

I claim:- 
1. An assignment card system comprising 

a set of cards provided with exposed index 
alarm numbers corresponding to the num 
bers of the several alarm stations, the set of 
each fire company having such index num 
bers corresponding to those alarm stations 
to which said company is assigned to re 
spond distinctively colored, and each card 
designating the actual distances from the 
alarm station indexed thereon to the quar 
ters of all the remaining, unassigned com 
panies. 

2. An assignment card system comprising 
a set of cards provided with exposed index 
alarm numbers corresponding to the num 
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bers of the several alarm stations, the set of 
each fire company having such index num 
bers corresponding to those alarm stations 
to which said company is assigned to re 
spond distinctively colored, each card 
designating the actual distances from the 
alarm station indexed thereon to the quar 
ters of all the remaining, unassigned com 
panies, and also designating the fire com 
panies assigned to change location upon a 
second or subsequent alarm of said index 
alarm number. 
In testimony whereof, I affix my signa 

ture, in presence of two witnesses. 
JAY W. STEVENS. 

Witnesses: 
W. S. LATAN, 
WALTER S. CREECH. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.' 
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