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My invention relates to improvements in a golf 
club and has particular application to improve 
ment in a putter. As is well known, a person may 
be putting off line and not be conscious of it. 
One normally compensates for the fact that the 
swing is not true by allowing or borrowing one way 
or another. This is frequently done over long 
periods of time without knowledge, because it is 
sometimes difficult to determine that the putter 
blade is normal to the line of projected flight. 
Some effort has been made to correct this difficulty 
by arranging a telltale mark longitudinally of the 
upper edge of the blade parallel to the face SO 
that a longer and truer indication is observable 
than merely looking at the top or face of the 
putter blade. Other efforts have been made to 
make the head of the putter thick and arranging 
a telltale mark at right angles with the plane of 
the face of the blade, and, also, it is common to 
provide two marks, one parallel to the face of the 
blade and the other normal thereto. The thick 
ness of the blade is a limiting factor and thus a 
line of insufficient length is provided to serve as a 
prolongation of the line of flight normal to the face 
of the blade. 
The object of my invention is to provide a lat 

eral flange extending rearwardly from the face 
of the blade, which flange is approximately as 
long as the longitudinal dimension of the putter 
blade. Said flange carries a telltale mark ex 
tending its full length, running from the face of 
the blade to the trailing edge of said flange. Said 
telltale mark lies at the middle and intersects the 
face of the putter blade at this point and With it 
forms at so that the plane of the putter blade : 
and the line of flight may easily be indicated. 
A further object of my invention is to provide 

a putter having such a flanged telltale back and 
a conventional back for the putter, which backs 
are interchangeable. Thus, in practice, the 
flanged back with the telltale mark may be used. 
When the putter is to be used in play, said flanged 
back may be removed and a conventional back 
be substituted therefor. Thus, the actual putter 
may be used both for practice with the telltale 
mark in place, and in play the one with a con 
ventional back may be used. Said parts are pro 
portioned and arranged, both with regard to 
weight and balance, so that the replacement of 
the practice back by the playing or conventional 
back cannot be detected by the swinging of the 
club or by the feel thereof. This makes the prac 
ticing device of greater value because the swing 
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can be checked without disturb the golf club. 
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Further and other details of my invention are 

hereinafter described with reference to the ac 
companying drawings, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a putter head 
illustrating the manner in which the practicing 
device may be secured to the putter head portion, 
Said parts being shown allined but Separated from 
each other; 

Fig. 2 is a similar perspective view of said parts 
Said golf 

club being shown foreshortened; 
; Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view taken through 

the line 3-3 in Fig. 2, showing the manner in 
which a spring-pressed, releasable detent may 
hold the removable and the fixed portions of said 
putter head together; and . . . 

Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 3 showing the 
manner in which a conventional back may replace 
the practice back when said parts are arranged 
in play. 1. 
A golf club embodying my invention comprises 

a shaft , to which is secured to a head portion 2 
by the usual hosel 3. Said head portion may be 
of any conventional shape. For the purpose of 
illustration, I have shown a blade-type putter. 
Said head portion is relieved upon its upper edge 
to define a rear shoulder 4 and a forward shoulder 
5. The central or median portion 6 lying between 
them is narrower than the thickness of said blade 
and is shorter than the overall length of the put 
ter blade. Extending vertically or transversely 
of said blade and across the back thereof is a 
vertical recess , the sides of which are tapered 
so as to provide a pair of dovetailed edges 8. 
Extending transversely of the central portion 6 
are a pair of spring-pressed detents 9 which nor 
mally extend beyond the rearward surface of the 
central portion for the purpose of engaging and 
holding either of the two removable sections to 
and it. The removable section f has a rear 
wardly extending lip, 2 formed thereon. Upon 
the upper surface thereof is a telltale line 3 lying 
normal to the face of the head portion, which also 
coincides with the forward edge 2a of the lip 2. 
Said telltale line lies intermediate the ends of 
said lip and at the middle of the face of the head 
portion 2. . . . . . 

Said rearwardly extending lip is substantially 
as long as the length of the putter blade. ' Thus 
said telltale line 3 forms a T with the forwards 
edge of the lip 2, and said telltale line Would lie 
upon the line of flight of the ball if the ball were: 
struck by the center of the face of the head por 
tion 2, which is to be desired. Said lip f2lies at 
the upper edge of the putting face 2d. It is to: 
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be noted that the shoulder 5 at the forward side 
of the putting blade is higher than the one at the 
lower side. This provides a greater width for the 
face 2a of the head portion so as to assure the 
ball being struck by the head portion 2, rather 
than the forward edge 2a of the rearwardly ex 
tending lip. Said lip has a forwardly extending 
flange 4 and a rearwardly extending flange 5 
with relation to the plane of head portion 2, which 
are complementary to the shoulder portions 4 and 
5 of the head portion. Thus, as is shown in Figs. 
1, 2 and 3, said flanges 4 and 5 fit closely within 
the shouldered portions 4 and 5 of the head and 
form thereWith smooth, uninterrupted faces both 
forwardly and rearwardly of the putter blade. 

4. 
ward extending lip has a disposition of mass and 
weight comparable to that of the section i?, and 

0. 

5 
The Spring-pressed detents fit into apertures. 6 
in the adjacent face of the rearwardly extending 
flange 5 and hold said parts together so as to 
prevent any play or rattle. Said member O also 
has a vertically extending section 7, which is 
provided with tapered or dovetailed marginal 
sides so that they will fit within and engage the 
complementarily formed edges 8 in the head por 
tion 2. 

Lying at the end of said section T is a boss 8, 2 
which lies below the lower edge 2b of the head 
portion. Said boss preferably is rounded, so as 
to slide easily over the ground, but extends a 
slight distance beyond said edge so that the re 
movable back may easily be removed from en 
gagement by the detents by striking it on the 
ground or upon a hard Surface, which Wii force 
the member 0 upwardly and disengage the lat 
ter, from the head portion. That is to say, if the 
putter is arranged with the under surface lying 
upon the ground or upon a hard surface, the 
parts may be disengaged merely by exerting pres 
Sure on the shaft or by striking said boss 8 upon 
the ground or upon said hard surface, which will 
force the member 9 upwardly and the spring 
pressed ball detents 9 out of the apertures, re 
Spectively, in which said balls seat when the parts 
are in engagement. Said detents lie substantially 
equidistant from and at opposite sides of the 
vertical section 7 and its recess 7 in the head por 
tion. Thus, there are three points of contact: 
the two spring-pressed detents 9 and the engage 
nent of the dovetailed edges. There is some give 
in the detents because Said balls are urged into 
frictional engagement with their recesses by : 
coiled springs 9a, seated within recesses 9b in said 
head portion. Said resilient pressure tends to 
prevent any play from occurring, as well as to 
prevent the physical disengagement of said parts. 
When one wishes to use said putter to deter 

nine whether his swing is true, the member 0 is 
seated upon the head portion of the putter in the 
manner illustrated in Fig. 2. The lengths of the 
telltalemark or line 3 provide sufficient visual in 
dication to determine whether or not the putter. 
is being swung so that it moves in a straight path 
in the line of the projected flight of the golf ball. 
If the telltale mark tends to move out of alline 
ment or to be oscillated during the putting swing, 
then the player has visually brought to his atten 
tion that his stroke is faulty and he thus can prac 
tice until his putting swing is smooth, even and 
the putting face is always at right angles to the 
intended course of the golf ball which is to be 
struck by said face. 

It probably would be undesirable to use said 
putter in actual play, and thus, if desired, said. 
member O may be removed and a conventional 
back portion f substituted therefor, as is illuse. 
trated in Fig. 4. The section fo with the rear 
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thus a player could use either of said sections in 
terchangeably without feeling or sensing the dif 
ference. The change may easily be made merely 
by applying pressure upon the boss 8, as has been 
described, but said parts will never become loose 
as long as said detents engage their respective 
apertures. Also, there is little likelihood of in 
advertent detachment of said parts. Because 
the Sections 0 and both straddle the upper 
edge of the end portion, the latter supports the 
weight of said sections O or . The fact that 
the head is made of two pieces is difficult to dis 
cern excepting by looking at the toe of the putter 
where the parting lines are apparent, as is shown 
in Fig. 2. To maintain proper balance and weight, 
I have found it desirable to make the section 0 
and the rearwardly extending lip out of some 
lightweight metal such as an aluminum alloy, 
While the section , to produce greater mass and 
compactness, preferably is made of some heavier 
metal. Such as brass, steel or iron. The sections, 
and particularly the inner-related parts, are made 
of Substantial Sections and would thus not become 
easily damaged so that they would not interfit. 
If the latter should occur, play might be produced 
and difficulty of separation or seating the sections 
0 or upon the head portion 2. Some slight 

wear or distortion of Said parts might be accom 
modated because the resiliency of the springs 9a 
would take up Some slight play or unequal en 
gagement or bearing of the parts adjacent the 
inner-fitting Surfaces of the head and the sec 
tions fo and . 

In several views, I have added detent 9c which 
Seats in a recess in the lower end of the dove 
tailed slot at the middle of the vertically extend 
ing connection T. It is possible to provide three 
of these detents to eliminate play, but normally 
either the pair of detents should be provided to 
force the back into tight engagement with the 
dovetailed slots, or the detent 9c should be used 
alone to shift said vertical section 7 laterally in 
the dovetailed slot to produce the same result. 
If they are used alternatively, it provides that 
One of the legs of Said three-point support will 
bind metal to metal in unyielding abutment. If 
all three are utilized, it will force all of the op 
posed faces of the butter blade and the remov 
able back into abutment, and if they are not 
exactly plane and parallel, it might produce some 
unevenness, which is undesirable. 

I claim: 
1. A golf club, COmprising a shaft, a partial. 

head secured to Said Shaft, an elongated striking 
face On Said partial head, a back section mounted 
removably on said partial head whereby to form 
a completed head, said back section having a 
lateral lip, extending rearwardly from said strik 
ing face, a marking on Said lip arranged normally 
to said striking face for indicating a line of flight 
from Said, striking face, Spaced flanges on said. 
back Section for engaging recesses in said partial 
head, and detent means resiliently joining said 
partial head and one of said flanges for holding 
said parts detachably together. 

2. A golf club, comprising a shaft, a partial 
head secured to said shaft, an elongated striking 
face. On Said partial head, the front and back 
faces of Said partial head being recessed longi 
tudinally downward from its upper edge to form 
shoulders separated by a central longitudinal 
ridgeportion, saidbackface being recessed trans 
versely between said shoulder and the bottom. 
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edge of said partial head, a back section mounted 

pleted head, said back section having a 

in the spaced shoulders formed in said partial 
ion of the rearward flange 

. 3. A golf club, 
head secured to said 

tudinally downward from its upper edge to form 
shoulders separated by a central longitudinal 
ridgeportion, said back face being recessed trans 
versely between said shoulder and the bottom 
edge of said partial head, the sides of said trans 
verse recess diverging inwardly to form dovetailed 
edges, at least one detent extending resiliently : 

5 from the recessed surface of said back face, a 
back section mounted removably on said partial 
head whereby to form a completed head, said 
back section having a lateral lip extending rear 
wardly from the upper edge of said striking-face, 
a marking on said:lip for indicating the line of 
flight from Said striking face, and spaced flanges 
on said back section resting upon the spaced 
shoulders formed in said partial head, a project 
ing portion of the rearward flange having tapered 
sides extending through the transverse recess 
formed in the backface of said partial head, said 
rearward flange having apertures therein regis 
tering with said detents for securing the back 
Section detachably to the partial head. 

4. A golf club, comprising a shaft, a partial 
head Secured to said shaft, an elongated striking 
face on said partial head, the front and back 
faces of Said partial head being recessed longitu 
dinally downward from its upper edge to form 
shoulders separated by a central longitudinal 
ridgeportion, said back face being recessed trans 
versely between said shoulder and the bottom 
edge of Said partial head, a back section mounted 

illip extending rearwardly from the upper 
of said striking face, a marking on said lip 
ged normally to said striking face for in 

ting the line of flight from said striking face, 
spaced flanges on said back section resting 

ovably on said partial head whereby to form 
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removably on said partial head thereby to form 
a completed head, Said back section having a face 
overlying the unrecessed portion of the back face 
of Said partial head, Spaced flanges on said back 
Section for engaging recesses in said partial head, 
and detent means joining said partial head and 
one of Said flanges for holding said parts detach 
ably together. 

5. A golf club, comprising a shaft, a partial 
head Secured to said shaft, an elongated striking 
face on Said partial head, the front and back 
faces of said partial head being recessed longi 
tudinally downward from its upper edge to form 
Shoulders Separated by a central longitudinal 
ridge portion, said back face being recessed trans 
versely between said shoulder and the bottom edge 
of Said partial head, the sides of said transverse 
recess diverging inwardly to form dovetailed 
edges, at least one detent extending resiliently 
from the recessed Surface of said back face, a 
back Section mounted removably on said partial 
head thereby to form a completed head, said 
back section having a face overlying the recessed 
portion of the back face of said partial head, 
and spaced flanges on said back section resting 
upon the Spaced shoulders formed in said partial 
head, a projecting portion of the rearward flange 
having tapered sides extending through the trans 
verse recess formed in the back face of said par 
tial head, said rearward flange having apertures 
therein registering with said detents for secur 
ing the back section detachably to the partial 
head. 

BERNARD MILLER. 
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