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To all, whon, it in-?ty conce71. 
Be it known that I, FRED E. UPHAM, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Leomin 
ster, in the county of Worcester, in the State 
of Massachusetts, have invented a new and 
useful Folding Stool, of which the following 
is a specification. 

- My invention is an improved folding stool 
intended especially for use in stores behind 
the ordinary counters; and the invention has 
for its object, among others, to provide a stool 
which may be compactly folded in such man 
ner as not to obstruct the passage-way in the 
aisles, which can be adjusted beneath any of 
the counters of different heights, can be 
quickly folded and unfolded for use without 
stooping, and will when in position for use 
furnish a strong and steady seat for the user. 
The invention consists in certain novel con 

structions, combinations, and arrangements 
of parts, as will be hereinafter described, and 
pointed out in the claims. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 
view of my improvement. Fig. 2 is a side 
view showing the seat in position for use, and 
Fig. 3 is a side view showing the seat folded. 
My stool has a seat A and is preferably ad 

justed for use in connection with a post B, 
which is adapted to be braced firmly in posi 
tion between the floor C and the counter or 
shelving above. It will be understood that 
my stool is applicable to the counter or to the 
shelving in rear thereof and may be used in 
either location without interfering with or ob 
Structing the passage-Way. In adapting it 
to the post B the latter is preferably cut away 
at C or reduced in thickness at such point to 
permit the convenient folding of the top-sup 
ports D of the seat, as presently described. 
To the under side of the seat A, I fix a me 

tallic frame E, having side plates F, arranged 
to extend nearly from front to rear of the seat 
and braced in position at the front by a short 
stay-frame G. Near their rear ends the plates 
Fare stayed by brackets FI, and in these plates 
F near their front ends I form slots I, elon 
gated in the direction of length of said plates 
and receiving the bar which connects the up 
per front ends of the struts J. To the plates 
F near their rear ends I pivot the forward 
ends of the barsD, the opposite ends of which 
lap on opposite sides of and are pivoted to 

the post B, near the lower end of the narrowed 
portion C thereof, as shown. At their for 
ward ends the bars D lap against the inner 
sides of the plates F, while the upper forward 
ends of the struts J lap against the outer sides 
of plates F, so that in the folding of parts D 
and J in connection with the plates F the 
struts J embrace the plates F and the latter 
the bars D, such bars D lapping alongside the 
narrowed portion C of the post B and the 
struts J lying close to and against the wider 
portion of the post B below the part C, as 
shown. 
When in position for use, as shown in Figs. 

1 and 2, the seat A is supported at its outer 
edge upon the struts J and at its inner edge 
upon the bars or plates D and will be firmly 
supported in such position against being ac 
cidentally uptilted. In this position the slots 
I are important, as they permit the struts J to 
play out to a point nearer the outer edge of 
the seat A and increase the space between 
their connection with the seat and the piv 
otal connection between the seat and the bars 
D; also, by arranging the inner edge of the 
seat to rest upon and be supported by the 
bars D, I distribute the strain of the weight 
upon said seat between the bars D and the 
Struts J, and am so able to secure sufficient 
strength with less material than might other 
wise be practicable. On arising from the 
seat the occupant can tilt it up readily to lie 
flush against the post and under the shelf or 
counter, as shown in Fig. 3, and this adjust 
ment of the seat can, after slight use and 
practice, be accomplished by the user by a 
movement of the dress in arising, and so avoid 
the necessity of touching the seat with the 
hand. When folded up, the plates F, bars 
D, and struts J lie in a linement or slightly 
beyond the center, so the seat will not drop 
unless its lower edge be pressed slightly for 
ward, when it will drop easily to position for 
use. As the seat folds up it is, when so 
folded, at such height that but little or no 
stooping will be necessary to reach its lower 
edge in order to open it to position for use. 
. As before suggested, the seat will lie flush 
With the counter or shelf in position for use, 
will be strong, can be lightly constructed, 
thus avoiding weight and excess of noise in 
operating, will take up no space beneath the 
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2 600,462 

counter or shelving, and when adjusted to 
the shelving is in position to permit the clerk 
to face the customer. 

It is important in counter-stools that when 
folded they should not project too high to fit 
below the counters of ordinary height, and 
this is effected by the sliding connection at I, 
which permits the struts to adjust out near 
the front edge of the seat when the latter is 
adjusted to position for use and at the same 
time permits the struts to slide up along the 
seat when the latter is folded, so reducing 
the height to which such seat is thrown when 
adjusted to folded position. By making the 
slot a certain exact length it enables me to 
accomplish three things impossible to accom 
plish in any other way with the same or similar 
arrangement. First, it gives the best of sup 
port for the seat at the outer edge. Second, 
in folding it makes it possible to fold it in a 
shorter space than would otherwise be possi 
ble, which is an important feature. The 
height of the slot is such that when folded it 
makes a perfect lock for the seat, and this 
could not be accomplished in any other or so 
simple a way without extra material or other 
combination. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent, is 

1. In a folding stool, the combination with 
the seat, of the plates secured to the under 
side thereof and provided with slots, the 
struts having a sliding connection at their 
upper ends with said plates by means of a 
cross-rod operating in said slots, the top-sup 
porting bars pivoted at their front ends to 
said plates in rear of the slots therein, and 
the support to which the bars and struts are 
pivoted, substantially as shown and de 
scribed. 

2. The combination in a folding stool, of 
the plates, the seat secured to said plates, the 
struts having a pivotal and sliding connec 
tion at their upper ends with said plates, the 
top-supporting bars pivoted to said plates, 
and the post arranged between the ends of 

the struts and top-supporting bars, and piv 
ots securing said struts and bars to the post, 
substantially as described. 

3. The combination of the post, the seat, 
the plates secured to the under side of said 
seat, the struts lapping at One end against 
the opposite faces of the post and pivoted 
thereto, and at their other ends against the 
outer side of the plates and pivoted thereto, 
and the top-supporting bars lapping at their 
forward ends against the inner faces of the 
plates and pivoted thereto, and at their other 
ends against the post and pivoted thereto, 
substantially as described. 

4. The herein-described improvement in 
folding stools, consisting of the post having 
an upper portion reduced in thickness, the 
seat provided with the depending plates pro 
vided with slots elongated in the direction of 
their length, the struts pivoted at their lower 
ends to opposite sides of the post below the 
narrowed portion thereof and having a con 
nection at their upper ends with the plates 
through the slots thereof, such struts being 
lapped against the Outer sides of such plates, 
and the top-supporting bars pivoted at one 
end on opposite sides of the narrowed por 
tion of the post and at their other ends be 
tween the rear ends of the depending seat 
plates, all substantially as described, where 
by when folded, the top-supporting bars will 
fold within the plates, and the latter within 
the struts, substantially as set forth. 

5. The combination in a folding stool, of 
the post, the seat, the top-supporting bars 
pivoted at one end to the post, and at their 
other ends to the seat and arranged between 
their ends to support the inner edge of such 
seat, and the struts pivoted at their lower ends 
to the post and having at their upper ends a 
pivotal and sliding connection with the seat, 
the latter folding upward into closed position, 
substantially as shown and described. 

FRED E. UPHAM. 
Witnesses: 

P. B. TURPIN, 
G. E. TESDALE. 

So 
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