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The present invention provides a process for the
preparation of monoethanolamines by reacting ethylene
oxide with ammonia in the presence of a catalyst in a
tube reactor, wherein a feed gas stream containing
ethylene oxide and ammonia is fed to the tube reactor
and a product mixture (I) containing monoethanolamine,
diethanolamine and triethanolamine is obtained, wherein
the maximum temperature in the tube reactor is in the
range of from 60 to 130°C and said maximum temperature
is from 0 to 30°C above the temperature of the feed gas
stream, and further provides a ©process for the
preparation of diethanolamines and/or triethanolamines,
wherein monoethanolamine 1is prepared according to the

above process in a first reaction stage,
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monoethanolamine is separated from the product mixture
(I) obtained thereby, and monoethanolamine is reacted
with ethylene oxide in the presence of a catalyst in a
tube reactor in a second reaction stage, wherein the
feed gas stream containing monoethanolamine and
ethylene oxide is fed to the tube reactor and a product
mixture (II) containing diethanolamine and
triethanolamine is obtained, wherein the maximum
temperature in the tube reactor is in the range of from

60 to 140°C in the second reaction stage.
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