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This invention relates to collapsible 

knock-down set-up display stands such as 
employed by merchants on their display 
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windows and in their stores and on the tops 
of their counters to display their goods and 
is primarily intended for the display of 
millinery, though equally available to ad 
vantage to display a great variety of other 
articles. 
The primary objects of the present inven 

tion are, to provide a relatively slender high 
or tall pasteboard display stand with a rela 
tively large area heavy base to give the stand 
a very low center of gravity and combat its 
tendency to topple over when goods are be 
ing applied to its upper end or removed 
therefrom; to provide a simple, inexpensive 
and quick positive means for rigidly secur 
ing the pasteboard column to the base; to 
provide a separate decorative paper cover 
or fabric cover which may be quickly ap 
plied to and removed from the column, 
whereby said decorative covers may be re 
moved, interchanged or replaced at will as 
frequently as may be desired, avoiding the 
unsightly appearance of the cracked corners 
heretofore present when the decorative 

pasted to the paste 
board prior to the folding or bending of the 
latter in display stands having columns of 
angular cross-section; to provide a very firm 
long slender stand which may be shipped 
flat and quickly assembled, or quickly taken 
apart and the column thereof collapsed pre 
paratory to storage for conservation of stor 
age space; to provide a very graceful and 
attractive display stand of small shipping 
weight and bulk and extremely economical 
to manufacture, both as to materials and as 
to manufacturing and assembling opera 
tions; and to improve the detail features of 
such display stands, all as hereinafter more 
particularly set forth, described and claimed. 
In this application I show but several of 

the preferred embodiments of my invention 
simply to illustrate the practice of my said 
invention as by law required. However, I 
realize that my invention is capable of other 
and different embodiments and that the vari 
ous details thereof may be modified in vari 

ous ways, all without departing from my 
said invention. Therefore, the drawing and 
description herein are to be considered as 
merely illustrative and not as exclusive. 

Heretofore it has been the practice to 
make tall display stands of wood or metal 
in order to obtain the necessary weight and 
base. However, not infrequently one of 
these, unless it has an extremely wide base, 
will be upset or topple over during the re 
moval of a hat from it, as the natural move 
ment in removing a hat when waiting on a 
customer is partly horizontal as well as ver 
tical, thus shoving the top of the display 
stand sidewise so that the Wooden column or 
stem is inclined and the weight of the upper 
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part thereof exerts a leverage on the base 
inder the influence of gravity. Further 
such wooden stands must be of a good grade 
of wood with a costly finish and make a 
rather expensive display article and, because 
of their tendency to topple over, are fre 
quently marred so that their upkeep is a 
who takes a pride in the appearance of his 
displays. - - 

It has been usual heretofore to employ 
pasteboard display stands on top of counters 
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decidedly appreciable item to the merchant 
75. 

and on stands in display windows, but such pasteboard display stands are relatively 
short, usually rest on the rims of the vertical 
tube, and must have a very wide base to give 
the necessary supporting base and are very 
easily damaged because unbraced and un 
protected at their lower portion. 

In the accompanying drawings: 
Figure 1 represents a perspective view of 

a device embodying my invention as em 
ployed to display a ladies' hat in a display 
window; 

Figure 2, a side elevation thereof, with 
the lower end in central vertical cross-sec 
tion, the connecting bolt and nut being 
shown in elevation; - - - . 

Figure 3, a sectional view on the line 3-3 
of Fig. 2 of the column or tubular post. 1 
by itself, looking in the direction of the 
arrows; - 

Figure 4, a view on line 44 of Fig. 2, 
looking in the direction of the arrows; 
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Figure 5, a sectional view on a line corre 
sponding to line 3-3 of Figure 2, of the 
stand as assembled and erected as illus 
trated in Figure 2; w 

Figure 6, a perspective separated view of 
the parts; and 

Figure 7, a fragmentary detail sectional 
view of a slight modification wherein the 
decorative paper covering b is not clamped 
with the end tongues 7 between the wooden 
blocks 3 and 5. . . 

Referring now in detail to the drawing, 
1 designates the long slender pasteboard 
tubular column or body of the stand, pref. 
erably angular in cross-section, having 
tongues 7 preferably integral with its lower 
end and each folded in the same horizontal 
plane on a straight line and fitting between 
a preferably relatively thin wooden clamp 
ing block 5 fitting in the lower end of the 
column 1, and a thicker and much larger 
base block 3, said blocks 5 and 3 being 
drawn and held together against said inter 
vening tongues 7 by a slotted head bolt 6 
extending through the center of said block 
5 and the center of said block 3 and into a 
recess 4 in the bottom of said block 3 and 
receiving on its screw-threaded lower end 
portion protruding into said recess a wing 
nut 10, said nut serving to draw the screw 
or bolt 6 up tight to clamp the parts tightly 
together to prevent any relative endwise or 
turning movement between them, and to 
facilitate the screwing of the nut 10 on the 
bolt 6 a narrow staple having a bar portion 
not exceeding in cross-section or with the 
width of the slot in the head of the bolt 6 
is driven into the upper face of the block 5 
in such location that its bar portion will lie 
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in said slot of the screw 6, so holding the 
Screw or bolt 6 against turning and also pre 
venting its endwise displacement with rela 
tion to the block 5. Preferably the bolt 6 
will be of the bevel head slotted type and 
the upper face of the block 5 will be counter 
sunk to receive said head of the screw so 
that the upper face of said head will lie 
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flush with the top of the block 5 as shown. 
However, this is a decidedly minor feature, 
any other suitable type of bolt may be em 
ployed, and it is not essential that it shall 
be slotted or that the staple 8 be employed, though it is important that, whatever the 
type of bolt employed, and whatever the 
means employed, as assembled or 'associated 
prior to the assembly or erection of the 
stand, the block 5 and 'the screw 6 shall be 
Substantially relatively immovable in an 
axial direction arid also in a direction pe 
ripheral of said screw, though it is not ob 
jectionable if the screw should have a little 
play or 'wobbling movement relative to the 
block 5. - 

The block 5 will preferably be of the same 
shape as the lower end of the column or 
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body 1 and of such size as to make a nice fit 
in the lower end thereof, as illustrated in 
Figures 2 and 4, and the block 3 will pref 
erably be of the same shape, but preferably 
twice the dimensions thereof, or more, to 
give a wide supporting base to the stand, 
and the exposed base block 3 may be covered 
with a decorative covering paper c, shown 
of exaggerated thickness in Figs. 2 and 6. 
The dimensions, weight and thickness of the 
blocks 3 and 5 will preferably be determined 
in a general way with relation to the size of 
the particular display stand, the said blocks 
3 and 5 together with the bolt 6 and nut 
10 weighing preferably at least twice as 
much as the column 1 with its tongues 7, so 
that even though the display stand as a 
whole be rocked way over much farther. than 
usual in removing a hat, the rocking contact 
with the floor will be along one edge or at 
one corner and the rest of the block 3 being 
disposed to one side of said point, and exert 
ing its weight as a lever will force the stand 
to quickly right itself, the leverage exerted 
by said blocks 3 and 5 and their weight be 
ing in excess of the weight plus the leverage 
of the stand or column 1. . . . 
The recess 4 will of course be of such 

depth as to entirely receive the wing nut 10, 
and the bolt 6 will of course be of less length 
than the combined thicknesses of the blocks 
3 and 5 and the interposed tongues 7 so that 
it will not extend beyond the lower face of 
the block 3 so that said block will rest per 
fectly flat and even on the floor or top of a 
counter. 
In order to provide for frequent change 

in the finish of the column 1 and to avoid the 
cracking of the decorative paper covering at 
the corners, as occurs when the covering is 
pasted to the surface of an angular body sub 
ject to folding at said corners, the column 1 
will preferably be formed of a 
body a formed of a single piece formed into 
tubular shape and pasted together or other 
wise suitably secured together in usual man 
ner by the usual overlap, as illustrated in 
Figs. 3 and 5; and a decorative tubular sleeve 
flexible preferably decorative paper covering 
b conforming in shape to the external face 
of the body a and of such size as to make a 
Snug glove fit thereon, and will have tongues 
of the same sizeas, and conforming in posi 
tion to, tongues 7, so as to fit with the latter 
between the blocks 3 and 5 and be clamped 
thereby, whereby said blocks. will serve to 
Secure said decorative covering bin place. 
To assemble, the block 5 will be inserted 

in the lower end of column 1 and the tongues 
7 will be folded over against said block 5, 
when the block 3 will be applied to the end 
of bolt'6 and moved up against the tonguest, 
the nut 10 then being screwed on the end of 
bolt'6. 
In the modification illustrated in Figure 7 
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the construction and operation are in all re 
spects the same as above described, except 
that the decorative tubular covering b' does 
not have the tongues fitting between the 
blocks 3 and 5, but instead is held in posi 
tion on the column 1 by means of a decora 
tive elastic band 9 fitting around the ex 
treme lower end portion of said covering b 
and holding it against the outer face of the 
lower end portion of column 1, and in this 
form to remove said covering b and replace 
it with a fresh covering bit suffices merely 
to remove the elastic band 9, remove the deco 
rative covering b, replace it by a new deco 
rative covering band then replace the elas 5 e p - 
tic band 9 in proper position. 
While I have shown and described the 

stand as angular in cross-section, it need not 
be quadrilateral as shown, but may be of 

20 any angular or other cross-sectional shape 
desired, any suitable means, other than that 
shown, for drawing and securing the blocks 
3 and 5 together may be employed if pre 
ferred, and any suitable materials, other than 

25 those mentioned, may be used for the various 
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elements, or any of them if preferred. 
Having thus described my invention, what 
claim as new and desire to secure by United 

States Letters Patent is: - 
1. A display stand comprising a light tub 

ular vertical member having tongues con 
nected to its lower end portion and adapted 
to be folded inward, in combination with a 
Small block disposed in the lower portion of 
said tubular member immediately above said 
tongues as folded, a flat bottomed block of 
much larger transverse area than the base 
of said tubular member, and means for draw 
ing and holding said blocks toward each 
other into clamping engagement with said 
tongues interposed between said blocks. 

2. A display stand comprising a light tub 
ular vertical member having tongues con 
nected to its lower end portion and adapted 

5 to be folded inward, in combination with a 
small block disposed in the lower portion of 
said tubular member immediately above said 
tongues as folded, a flat bottomed block of 
much larger transverse area than the base of 
said tubular member, and means for drawing 
and holding said blocks toward each other 
into clamping engagement with said tongues 
interposed between said blocks, the total 
weight of said blocks and means being in 

55 excess of the weight of said tubular member. 
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3. A display stand comprising a light tu 
bular vertical member having tongues con 
nected to its lower end portion and adapted 
to be folded inward, in combination with a 
small block disposed in the lower portion of 
said tubular member immediately above said 
tongues as folded, a flat bottomed block of 
much larger transverse area than the base 
of said tubular member, and means for 

65 drawing and holding said blocks toward 
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each other into clamping engagement with 
said tongues interposed between said blocks, 
the total weight of said blocks and means 
being at least twice the weight of said tubu 
lar member. - 

4. A display stand comprising a tubular 
pasteboard vertical member having integral 
tongues extending from its lower end por 
tion and foldable on the line of the bottom 
edge of said member inward into a hori 
Zontal plane, in combination with a small 
block disposed in the lower portion of said 
tubular member immediately above said 
tongues as folded, a flat bottomed block of 
much larger transverse area than the base 
of said tubular member, and means for 
drawing and holding said blocks toward 
each other into ciamping engagement with 
said tongues interposed between said blocks. 

5. A display stand comprising a light tu 
bular vertical member having tongues con 
nected to its lower end portion and adapted 
to be folded inward, in combination with a 
small block adapted to be disposed in the 
lower portion of said tubular member imme 
diately above said tongues as folded, a flat 
bottomed block of much larger transverse 
area than the base of said tubular member 
adapted to be disposed immediately below 
said tongues as folded, with its center verti 
cally in alignment with the center of said 
small block, a bolt extending vertically 
through the center of said small block, 
means for holding said bolt against axial 
and rotary movement relative to said small 
block, said large block being centrally ver 
tically bored to receive said bolt and re 
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cessed in its lower face above said bore, and . 
a nut received in said recess and turning on 
the lower end portion of said bolt, to draw 
said blocks together to clamp on the said 
tongues interposed between them, said bolt 
being of less length than the combined thick 
ness of said blocks and the interposed 
tongues, and said recess being of such depths 
as to completely receive said nut. 

6. A display stand comprising a paste 
board tubular member having tongues con 
nected with its lower end portion and fold 
able on the line of the lower edge of said 
member inward into a horizontal plane, and 
a decorative flexible tubular covering of the 
same shape as said member and of such size 
as to make a Snug fit thereon, said decorative 
covering havingtongues extending from its 
lower end portion and of the same size, 
shape and location as said body tongues and 
respectively lying against the respective bot 
tom faces thereof as folded, in combination 
with a small block adapted to be disposed in 
the lower portion of said tubular member 
immediately above said tongues as folded, a 
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flat-bottomed block of much larger area than . 
than the base of said tubular member and 
adapted to be disposed immediately below 30 
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said tongues as folded, and means for draw 
ing and holding said blocks toward each 
other to clamp between them the superposed 
interposed tongues of said tubular member 
and said cover. 
In testimony whereof, I have signed my 

name to this specification at New Orleans, 
Louisiana, this 22 day of October, 1928. 

JOSEPH G. HUYE. 
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