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Description

[0001] This invention relates to a refrigerator in ac-
cordance with the preamble of claim 1.
[0002] Refrigerators, in particular forced air circula-
tion refrigerators, have been known for some time pro-
vided with a chamber or drawer at a controlled temper-
ature close to 0°C for containing food which has prefer-
ably to be preserved at this temperature, such as fresh
meat and fish. Such chambers are generally provided
between the preservation compartment and the freezer
compartment. In the case of a completely independent
chamber or of chambers at 0°C inserted in the preser-
vation compartment, these are positioned in the upper
region in proximity to the cold air ventilation ports
present in the compartment. Each chamber comprises
means for feeding the forced air into it and means for
intercepting or throttling this air circulation when not re-
quired or desired (for example because the chamber
temperature has reached the set value).
[0003] These known solutions are however of rela-
tively complex and costly construction such as to nega-
tively influence the refrigerator cost, the solutions some-
times being extremely approximate in terms of their op-
eration in the sense of the operating temperature
achieved.
[0004] Static refrigerators are also known provided
with a chamber or drawer at controlled temperature for
containing particular foods.
[0005] For example, NO-177365 describes a refriger-
ator the compartment of which contains several contain-
ers or drawers of the aforesaid type. In this prior patent,
in one of these containers there is provided a tempera-
ture sensor which, together with a usual sensor associ-
ated with the evaporator positioned in correspondence
with said compartment, ensures correct operation of the
refrigeration circuit such that different appropriate tem-
peratures exist in said drawers for preserving the food
placed in them. More precisely, the temperature sensor
associated with the evaporator causes the motor-com-
pressor unit to operate only when an acceptable maxi-
mum temperature is attained at the evaporator during
defrosting, whereas the other sensor positioned in prox-
imity to the drawer or drawers controls the deactivation
of the compressor to prevent the temperature in the
drawer or drawers falling to a value incompatible with
correct preservation of the item contained in it, for ex-
ample potatoes.
[0006] These known solutions have various draw-
backs, among which is the fact that the control of the
refrigeration circuit operation in the prior patent under
examination penalizes the control and maintenance of
the required temperature in the preservation compart-
ment, while privileging the control of the temperature in
the freezer compartment. This can lead to obvious op-
erational problems with incorrect operating tempera-
tures in the case, for example, of quantitatively critical
loads or particular environmental conditions.

[0007] In addition, the aforesaid solution is of compli-
cated construction and high cost.
[0008] Other known solutions comprise a drawer po-
sitioned within the refrigeration compartment but without
particular control systems for maintaining a required
temperature within it. The temperature within this draw-
er is displayed by indicators positioned on the drawer
and hence visible to the user only on opening the door
of the refrigeration compartment (with consequent
change in the temperature within this latter). Only in this
manner is it possible to check whether said temperature
is more or less that required, and if necessary change
the parameters relative to the preservation compart-
ment in order to achieve the required temperature in the
controlled temperature chamber.
[0009] US-A-3590911 discloses a refrigerator in
which a convertible compartment is placed inside the
freezer compartment, and in which means are provided
for supplying below freezing air to all the compartments.
[0010] An object of the present invention is to provide
an improved device for controlling the temperature with-
in a chamber, positioned within the preservation com-
partment of a refrigerator, and used at a predetermined
temperature for preserving particular foods such as
fresh meat and fish.
[0011] A particular object of the present invention is
to provide a device of the aforesaid type usable in a stat-
ic refrigerator, which achieves optimum control of the
temperature within the controlled temperature chamber.
[0012] These and further objects which will be appar-
ent to the expert of the art are attained by a device in
accordance with the accompanying claims.
[0013] The present invention will be more apparent
from the accompanying drawing, which is provided by
way of non-limiting example and in which:

Figure 1 is a schematic section through a refriger-
ator according to the invention;
Figure 2 is a front view of part of the refrigerator of
Figure 1; and
Figure 3 is a table showing the operating tempera-
tures of parts of the refrigerator of Figure 1.

[0014] With reference to said figures, a refrigerator,
for example a static domestic upright refrigerator, com-
prises a cabinet 1 containing a preservation compart-
ment 2 and a freezer compartment 3 provided with their
doors 4 and 5, defining two environments which are
completely different from each other in terms of their in-
ternal temperature. In correspondence with a wall 6 of
the compartment 2 there is provided a (flat) evaporator
7 connected to a compressor 8 in known manner. A con-
trol unit, preferably of microprocessor type 9, controls
the operation of the compressor 8 and consequently the
temperature of the compartment 2 and of the freezer
compartment 3.
[0015] According to the invention, within the preser-
vation (or refrigeration) compartment 2 there is provided
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a controlled temperature chamber 10 for preserving
meat, fish, dressed pork products or other (fresh) food
requiring to be preserved at a temperature close to 0°C.
This chamber is positioned above usual containers 11
(only one is shown in the figure) for containing fruit and
vegetables. The chamber 10 is insulated both towards
the freezer 11 and towards the compartment 2 by walls
12. An extractable drawer (not shown) is provided in the
chamber 10, this chamber being closed frontally (ie to-
wards the door 4) by a mobile door 13. If the refrigerator
uses internal shelves of grid type (not shown), there is
associated with the chamber 10 a panel 15 positioned
to the front of and parallel to said wall 6. In this manner,
between this latter and the panel there is created a duct
17 for the air, which moves downwards by natural con-
vection to graze the wall 6 (cold because of the evapo-
rator) and become cold.
[0016] The duct 17 passes along the compartment 2
and communicates with the rear part 18 of the chamber
10, to allow said cold air to enter this latter.
[0017] Finally, in the chamber 10 there is positioned
a temperature sensor 20 connected to the unit 9, which
by means of the data originating from said sensor 20,
controls the operation or deactivation of the compressor
8, as described hereinafter. The unit 9 is also connected
to a pushbutton 21 provided on an interface 22 posi-
tioned on the cabinet 1 and comprising, in addition to
said pushbuttons, further pushbuttons 23, 24, 25, 26, 27
and 28. Specifically, the pushbutton 21 is arranged to
select the use of the chamber 10 as a temperature con-
trolled chamber or not, and consequently to select at
least two different operating modes of the unit 9, as de-
scribed hereinafter. The pushbutton 23 controls the cold
in the preservation compartment, in correspondence
with it there being provided a light-emitting indicator 30
indicating the operation or non-operation of the refriger-
ator. The pushbutton 24 enables the required tempera-
ture to be selected in the preservation compartment 2
and be displayed on a display 31. The pushbutton 25
controls the cold in the freezer compartment 3, in corre-
spondence with it there being provided a light-emitting
indicator 33. The pushbutton 26 enables the tempera-
ture in the freezer compartment to be selected, and dis-
played on a display 34. The pushbutton 27 activates fast
freezing, the relative light-emitting indicator 35 being
provided in correspondence with it. The pushbutton 28
excludes an acoustic alarm which is activated when the
temperature in the freezer compartment 3 reaches an
undesired predetermined value (for example too high);
with this pushbutton there is associated a relative light-
emitting indicator 36 indicating that a critical tempera-
ture has been reached in the compartment 3. At the
pushbutton 21 there is provided an indicator 38 indicat-
ing whether the user has selected the chamber 10 as a
temperature controlled chamber or not; if the selection
is not made, then the temperature in the chamber is sub-
stantially not ideal for meat and fish, but suitable for oth-
er uses typical of a refrigerated compartment. By means

of the pushbutton 21 it is also possible (for example by
maintaining it pressed for a predetermined time period)
to indicate to the unit 9 the presence or absence of the
drawer within the chamber 10, this condition being dis-
played (indicated by 40) on the display 31.
[0018] With reference specifically to Figure 3, it will
now be assumed that the refrigerator according to the
invention is to be used, but without wishing to use the
chamber 10 as a temperature controlled chamber set at
around 0°C. In this case the pushbutton 21 is not
pressed, and the user can select the required tempera-
ture in the compartment 2 and in the compartment 3.
[0019] Following this, the unit 9 measures the temper-
ature via the sensor 20 and operates on the compressor
to achieve the desired temperature in the compartment
2. This is obtained by comparing the values measured
by the sensor 20 with a range (or first range) of temper-
atures; on the basis of the temperature of the compart-
ment 2 (indicated in the portion A of the table of Figure
3) and the temperature measured by the sensor 20, the
compressor is halted when the temperatures indicated
in the portion B of said table are achieved. For example,
as shown, eight possible temperatures can be obtained
in the compartment 2.
[0020] If instead the pushbutton 21 is pressed to se-
lect the use of the chamber 10 (the temperature of which
depends on the selection of the temperature of the com-
partment 2 by the user), the unit 9 operates to compare
the temperature measured by the sensor 20 with anoth-
er (or second) range of temperatures (having a value
less than that of the first range and shown in the portion
C1 of the table of Figure 3). The temperature desired in
the chamber 10 can be close to 0°C if the food placed
in the chamber 10 is fresh, or can be slightly less than
0°C for other foods. All this can be selected via the push-
button 21 by successively pressing it.
[0021] There exists a relationship between the two
temperatures (of the chamber 10 and of the compart-
ment 2) in that, substantially, the temperature of the
preservation compartment is about 2°C higher than that
attained in the chamber 10, as shown by the values in
parentheses in the portion B of the table of Figure 3.
[0022] The operability of the chamber 10 is however
limited to just a few temperatures. If the user sets too
high a temperature (exceeding 5°C) for the preservation
compartment 2, the unit 9 automatically passes to the
configuration indicated by C2 in table 3, in which the
temperature in the chamber 10 is the usual temperature
for a preservation compartment.
[0023] Finally, by selecting with the pushbutton 21 the
absence of the drawer from the chamber 10 by keeping
it pressed for a determined time, the unit 9 can operate
up to nine temperature levels, the last corresponding to
a relatively high temperature (for example 6.5°C) in the
chamber 10.
[0024] With the device of the invention, an optimum
and reliable setting of the temperature within the cham-
ber 10 can be achieved when it is desired to use it as a
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temperature controlled chamber.
[0025] Moreover its temperature is achieved and
maintained without the user having to further operate on
the unit 9.
[0026] A preferred embodiment of the invention has
been described, applied to a refrigerator comprising two
compartments 2 and 3.
[0027] However, in general the invention can be ap-
plied to any refrigerator comprising at least one com-
partment (and even just one compartment such as frigo-
bars) in which a controlled temperature chamber is to
be formed.

Claims

1. A refrigerator comprising, at least one food preser-
vation compartment (2, 3), an evaporator (7) pro-
vided in correspondence with a wall (6) of the com-
partment (2), a compressor (8) connected to the
evaporator (7), means (9) for controlling the activa-
tion of said compressor on the basis of the temper-
ature measurement effected by a temperature sen-
sor (20) and arranged to maintain in said compart-
ment a temperature set by the user, a chamber (10)
to be maintained at a controlled temperature close
to 0°C, said chamber (10) being provided within the
preservation compartment and in communication
with it, selector means (21) being provided to ena-
ble said control means (9) to sense a selection sig-
nal which corresponds to user selection of the use
of the chamber as a controlled temperature cham-
ber, and to control the refrigeration circuit on the ba-
sis of the temperature measurement effected by
said sensor (20), characterised in that in said
chamber (10) there is positioned the temperature
sensor (20) by which the control means (9) measure
the temperature of the preservation compartment
(2) said control of the refrigeration circuit being ef-
fected in accordance with at least two operating
modes by comparing the temperatures measured
by said sensor (20) with different preset tempera-
ture values on the basis of the presence or absence
of the selection signal generated by said selector
means (21).

2. A refrigerator as claimed in claim 1, characterised
in that in a first operating mode, the control means
(9) maintain a predetermined temperature within
the chamber (10), independently of the user-select-
ed temperature of the preservation compartment
(2), by comparing the temperature measured by the
sensor means (20) with a predefined first tempera-
ture range, whereas in an at least second control
mode, corresponding to the chamber (10) not being
used as a temperature controlled chamber, said
control means (9) maintain within the preservation
compartment (2) the temperature set by the user on

the basis of a comparison between the tempera-
tures measured by the temperature sensor and a
second predefined temperature range.

3. A refrigerator as claimed in claim 2, characterised
in that the first comparison temperature range con-
tains temperature values less than those of the sec-
ond temperature range.

4. A refrigerator as claimed in claim 2, characterised
in that the first temperature range is more limited
than the second range, the control means (9) main-
taining a controlled temperature within the chamber
(10) only if the temperature set for the preservation
compartment (2) by the user does not exceed a pre-
determined level.

5. A refrigerator as claimed in claim 1, characterised
in that the control means are a microprocessor unit.

6. A refrigerator as claimed in claim 1, characterised
in that the selector means (21) comprise a push-
button (21) provided on an interface (22) of the re-
frigerator.

7. A refrigerator as claimed in claim 6, characterised
in that the interface (22) comprises a plurality of se-
lectors (23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28) for selecting the dif-
ferent refrigerator functions and for setting the var-
ious operating temperatures in the refrigerator com-
partment, the interface comprising displays (31, 34)
for the temperatures in said compartment (2, 3).

8. A refrigerator as claimed in claims 1 and 7, charac-
terised in that the chamber (10) contains a remov-
able drawer and is closed by its own mobile door
(13), the presence or absence of said drawer within
said chamber being displayed.

9. A refrigerator as claimed in claim 8, characterised
in that the chamber (10) is insulated at least on its
lower and upper walls, with said chamber there be-
ing associated a panel (15) positioned spaced from
and to the front of that wall (6) of the preservation
compartment (2) in correspondence with which the
evaporator is present, the channel (17) defined by
said wall (6) and panel (15) communicating with the
interior of the chamber (10) and with the preserva-
tion compartment (2).

10. A method for controlling the temperature in the re-
frigerator as claimed in claim 1,

characterised by comprising:

a) the sensing of selection signals by the con-
trol means (9);
b) comparing the temperature measured by the
sensor (20) with a first predefined temperature
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range when said control means senses a signal
generated by the selector means (21) which
corresponds to user selection of the use of the
chamber (10) as a temperature controlled
chamber, said control means maintaining a
controlled temperature within said chamber
(10) independently of the temperature of the
preservation compartment (2) chosen by the
user;
c) comparing the temperatures measured by
the temperature sensor (20) with a second pre-
defined temperature range when said control
means (9) senses another signal generated by
the selector means (21) which corresponds to
the non-use of the chamber (10) as a temper-
ature controlled chamber, said control means
(9) maintaining within the preservation com-
partment (2) the temperature set by the user.

Patentansprüche

1. Kühlschrank mit mindestens einer Kühlabteilung (2,
3), einem in Verbindung mit einer Wand (6) der
Kühlabteilung (2) vorgesehenen Verdampfer (7), ei-
nem mit dem Verdampfer (7) verbundenen Kom-
pressor (8), Mitteln (9) zum Steuern der Aktivierung
des Kompressors auf der Basis einer Temperatur-
messung, die von einem Temperatursensor (20)
vorgenommen wird und die für die Aufrechterhal-
tung einer vom Benutzer eingestellten Temperatur
erfolgt, einer Kammer (10), die auf einer geregelten
Temperatur in der Nähe von 0°C gehalten wird, in-
nerhalb der Kühlabteilung vorgesehen ist und mit
dieser in Verbindung steht, femer mit Auswahlmit-
teln (21), die dafür vorgesehen sind, dass die Steu-
ermittel (9) ein Auswahlsignal messen können, das
der Benutzerauswahl der Benutzung der Kammer
als temperaturgeregelte Kammer entspricht, und
den Kühlkreislauf auf der Basis der durch den Sen-
sor (20) bewirkten Temperaturmessung steuern
können,
dadurch gekennzeichnet,
dass in der Kammer (10) der Temperatursensor
(20) angeordnet ist, mit dem die Steuermittel (9) die
Temperatur der Kühlabteilung (2) messen, und
dass die Steuerung des Kühlkreislaufs in Überein-
stimmung mit mindestens zwei Betriebsarten durch
Vergleich der vom Sensor (20) gemessenen Tem-
peraturen mit verschiedenen voreingestellten Tem-
peraturwerten auf der Basis des Vorhandenseins
oder Nichtvorhandenseins eines durch die Aus-
wahlmittel (21) erzeugten Auswahlsignals bewirkt
wird.

2. Kühlschrank nach Anspruch 1,
dadurch gekennzeichnet,
dass in der ersten Betriebsart die Steuermittel (9)

eine vorbestimmte Temperatur in der Kammer (10)
unabhängig von der vom Benutzer gewählten Tem-
peratur der Kühlabteilung (2) aufrecht erhalten, in-
dem die vom Sensormittel (20) gemessene Tempe-
ratur mit einem vorbestimmten ersten Temperatur-
bereich verglichen wird, und dass in der zweiten Be-
triebsart, in der die Kammer (10) nicht als tempera-
sturgeregelte Kammer verwendet wird, die Steuer-
mittel (9) die vom Benutzer eingestellte Temperatur
in der Kühlabteilung (2) auf der Basis eines Ver-
gleichs der vom Temperatursensor gemessenen
Temperatur mit einem zweiten vorbestimmten Tem-
peraturbereich aufrecht erhalten.

3. Kühlschrank nach Anspruch 2,
dadurch gekennzeichnet,
dass der erste Vergleichstemperaturbereich Tem-
peraturwerte aufweist, die kleiner als diejenigen
des zweiten Temperaturbereichs sind.

4. Kühlschrank nach Anspruch 2,
dadurch gekennzeichnet,
dass der erste Vergleichstemperaturbereich be-
grenzter als der zweite Bereich ist, wobei die Steu-
ermittel (9) eine geregelte Temperatur in der Kam-
mer (10) nur dann aufrecht erhalten, wenn die vom
Benutzer für die Kühlabteilung eingestellte Tempe-
ratur einen bestimmten Wert nicht überschreitet.

5. Kühlschrank nach Anspruch 1,
dadurch gekennzeichnet,
dass die Steuermittel eine Mikroprozessoreinheit
sind.

6. Kühlschrank nach Anspruch 1,
dadurch gekennzeichnet,
dass die Auswahlmittel (21) eine Drucktaste (21)
aufweisen, die auf einem Bedienfeld (22) des Kühl-
schranks angeordnet ist.

7. Kühlschrank nach Anspruch 6,
dadurch gekennzeichnet,
dass das Bedienfeld (22) eine Vielzahl von Wählern
(23-28) zur Auswahl von verschiedenen Kühl-
schrankfunktionen und zur Einstellung der ver-
schiedenen Betriebstemperaturen in der Kühlabtei-
lung aufweist, wobei das Bedienfeld mit Displays
(31, 34) für die Temperaturen in der Abteilung (2, 3)
versehen ist.

8. Kühlschrank nach den Ansprüchen 1 und 7,
dadurch gekennzeichnet,
dass die Kammer (10) eine bewegbare Schublade
aufweist und durch eine eigene bewegbare Tür ver-
schlossen ist, wobei das Vorhandensein oder Nicht-
vorhandensein der Schublade in der Kammer an-
gezeigt wird.
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9. Kühlschrank nach Anspruch 8,
dadurch gekennzeichnet,
dass die Kammer (10) mindestens an ihrer unteren
Wand und oberen Wand isoliert ist und dass mit der
Kammer eine Platte (15) verbunden ist, die einen
Abstand von der genannten Wand (6) der Kühlab-
teilung (2) aufweist, wobei mit dieser Wand der Ver-
dampfer verbunden ist und der durch diese Wand
(6) und die Platte (15) gebildete Kanal (17) mit dem
Innern der Kammer (10) und mit der Kühlabteilung
(2) in Verbindung steht.

10. Verfahren zum Steuern der Temperatur in dem
Kühlschrank nach Anspruch 1,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass

a) die Auswahlsignale durch die Steuermittel
(9) gemessen werden,
b) die vom Sensor (20) gemessene Temperatur
mit einem ersten vorbestimmten Temperatur-
bereich verglichen wird, wenn die Steuermittel
ein von den Auswahlmitteln (21) erzeugtes Si-
gnal messen, das der Benutzerauswahl der
Verwendung der Kammer (10) als temperatur-
geregelte Kammer entspricht, und die Steuer-
mittel eine gesteuerte Temperatur in der Kam-
mer (10) unabhängig von der vom Benutzer ge-
wählten Temperatur der Kühlabteilung (2) auf-
recht erhalten und
c) die vom Temperatursensor (20) gemesse-
nen Temperaturen mit einem zweiten vorbe-
stimmten Temperaturbereich verglichen wer-
den, wenn die Steuermittel (9) ein weiteres,
durch die Auswahlmittel (21) erzeugtes Signal
messen, das der Nichtverwendung der Kam-
mer (10) als temperaturgeregelte Kammer ent-
spricht, und die Steuermittel (9) in der Kühlab-
teilung (2) die vom Benutzer eingestellte Tem-
peratur aufrecht erhalten.

Revendications

1. Réfrigérateur comportant au moins un comparti-
ment de conservation des aliments (2, 3), un éva-
porateur (7) prévu en correspondance avec une pa-
roi (6) du compartiment (2), un compresseur (8) re-
lié à l'évaporateur (7), un moyen (9) pour contrôler
l'activation dudit compresseur en fonction de la me-
sure de température effectuée par un capteur de
température (20) et agencé pour maintenir dans le-
dit compartiment une température fixée par l'utilisa-
teur, une enceinte (10) à maintenir à une tempéra-
ture contrôlée proche de 0°C, ladite enceinte (10)
étant prévue à l'intérieur du compartiment de con-
servation et en communication avec lui, des
moyens de sélection (21) étant prévus pour permet-
tre auxdits moyens de contrôle (9) de détecter un

signal de sélection correspondant à une sélection
de l'utilisateur pour l'utilisation de l'enceinte, et pour
contrôler le circuit de réfrigération en fonction de la
mesure de température effectuée par ledit capteur
(20), caractérisé en ce que, dans ladite enceinte
(10) est positionné le capteur de température (20)
grâce auquel le moyen de contrôle (9) mesure la
température du compartiment de conservation (2),
ledit contrôle du circuit de réfrigération étant effec-
tué selon au moins deux modes de fonctionnement
en comparant les températures mesurées par ledit
capteur (20) avec les différentes valeurs de tempé-
rature préréglées en fonction de la présence ou de
l'absence du signal de sélection généré par lesdits
moyens de sélection (21).

2. Réfrigérateur selon la revendication 1, caractérisé
en ce que, dans le premier mode de fonctionne-
ment, les moyens de contrôle (9) maintiennent une
température prédéterminée à l'intérieur de l'encein-
te (10), indépendamment de la température sélec-
tionnée par l'utilisateur du compartiment de conser-
vation (2) en comparant la température mesurée
par le capteur (20) avec une première plage de tem-
pératures prédéfinie, tandis que dans au moins un
second mode de contrôle, correspondant à l'en-
ceinte (10) non utilisée comme enceinte à tempé-
rature contrôlée, ledit moyen de contrôle (9) main-
tient à l'intérieur du compartiment de conservation
(2) la température fixée par l'utilisateur en fonction
d'une comparaison entre les températures mesu-
rées par le capteur de température et une seconde
plage de températures prédéfinie.

3. Réfrigérateur selon la revendication 2, caractérisé
en ce que la première plage de température de
comparaison contient des valeurs de température
inférieures à celles de la seconde plage de tempé-
ratures.

4. Réfrigérateur selon la revendication 2, caractérisé
en ce que la première plage de température est
plus limitée que la seconde plage, le moyen de con-
trôle (9) maintenant une température contrôlée à
l'intérieur de l'enceinte (10) seulement si la tempé-
rature fixée pour le compartiment de conservation
(2) par l'utilisateur n'excède pas un niveau prédé-
terminé.

5. Réfrigérateur selon la revendication 1, caractérisé
en ce que le moyen de contrôle est une unité de
microprocesseur.

6. Réfrigérateur selon la revendication 1, caractérisé
en ce que les moyens de sélection (21) compren-
nent un bouton-poussoir (21) prévu sur une interfa-
ce (22) sur le réfrigérateur.
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7. Réfrigérateur selon la revendication 6, caractérisé
en ce que l'interface (22) comprend une pluralité
de sélecteurs (23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28) pour sélec-
tionner les différentes fonctions du réfrigérateur et
pour régler les diverses températures de fonction-
nement dans le compartiment de réfrigérateur, l'in-
terface comprenant des affichages (31, 34) pour les
températures dans ledit compartiment (2, 3).

8. Réfrigérateur selon les revendication 1 et 7, carac-
térisé en ce que l'enceinte (10) contient un tiroir
extractible et est fermée par sa propre porte mobile
(13), la présence ou l'absence dudit tiroir à l'inté-
rieur de ladite enceinte étant affichée.

9. Réfrigérateur selon la revendication 8, caractérisé
en ce que l'enceinte (10) est isolée au moins sur
ses parois inférieure et supérieure, à ladite enceinte
étant associé un panneau (15) positionné espacé
de et vers l'avant de cette paroi (6) du compartiment
de conservation (2) en correspondance avec lequel
l'évaporateur est présent, le canal (17) défini par la-
dite paroi (6) et le panneau (15) communiquant
avec l'intérieur de l'enceinte (10) et avec le compar-
timent de conservation (2).

10. Procédé pour contrôler la température dans le ré-
frigérateur selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en
ce qu'il comporte :

a) la détection de signaux de sélection par les
moyens de contrôle (9) ;
b) la comparaison de la température mesurée
par le capteur (20) avec une première plage de
température prédéfinie lorsque ledit moyen de
contrôle détecte un signal généré par les
moyens de sélection (21) qui correspond à une
sélection de l'utilisateur pour l'utilisation de l'en-
ceinte (10) comme enceinte à température con-
trôlée, ledit moyen de contrôle maintenant une
température contrôlée à l'intérieur de ladite en-
ceinte (10) indépendamment de la température
du compartiment de conservation (2) choisie
par l'utilisateur ;
c) la comparaison des températures mesurées
par le capteur de température (20) avec une se-
conde plage de température prédéfinie lorsque
ledit moyen de contrôle (9) détecte un autre si-
gnal généré par les moyens de sélection (21)
qui correspond à la non-utilisation de l'enceinte
(10) comme enceinte à température contrôlée,
ledit moyen de contrôle (9) maintenant à l'inté-
rieur du compartiment de conservation (2) la
température fixée par l'utilisateur.
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